27 December 2004 Monday Bible study.

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time that was set in place for us before the foundation of the world by and through Christ Jesus, that we might hear that which we need to sustain us this day on our journey on that strait and narrow path that leads to your house.

<opentext> Rom 10:17-18, 17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 18 But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world. KJV

<opentext> Now as we talked about a bit last week, that faith is by hearing, that is stopping all else that you are doing, and giving full attention, full awareness to that which God is wanting to speak to us and with us.

<opentext> But, we also realize, that we can be listening to someone, and yet not really hearing what they have said. how often have you heard the sound of what was being said, but had no comprehension of the implications because your thoughts, your mind was occupied elsewhere?

<chosen> many times   <disciple> yes

Hearing and listening – giving audience to what is being spoken 
<opentext> How many times have we had to ask Father to repeat Himself, because we were not as attentive to His every word as we should have been?

<chosen> many times   <disciple> yes...have done that also

<opentext> So we should be able to see what Paul is implying here, that faith is by hearing, by being attentive to every word that Father speaks to us and with us. Yet, Paul asks, have they not all heard? And we know the answer to that is a resounding NO. 

<opentext> Why? Because people are to busy, to preoccupied with life and all of what they consider important details, to be bothered by that which God has to speak.

<opentext> The sound of His Message has reverberated to the ends of the earth! He has sent His Word to all of the earth! But, the question really is, how many want to hear it? How many will put forth the effort to obtain comprehension of this Message?

<at-peace> few many are called but few respond and take the time to stop and listen.

<disciple> most see the physical as most important...that's why there are so many colleges

<chosen> few

<opentext> Even for ourselves, the believers, are we always attentive to that which Father wants to speak, to share with us? Or, are we often occupied with our own agenda?

<disciple> sometimes have our own agenda     <chosen> yes at times

<opentext> Remember, Jesus Christ said that His family are those that do the will of the Father who is in heaven (Matt 12:50, Matt 7:21). So for one to be at that proper place with God, they have to be hearing His voice with comprehension, so that they are able to stay in compliance with His will.

<opentext> So, what happens when one stays surrounded with those who do not hear or comprehend His voice?

<at-peace> evil communications will corrupt good morals (1Cor 15:33)..... a little leaven will leaven the whole lump (1Cor 5:6, Gal 5:9)
<disciple> we start drifting off the path of righteousness

<opentext> How hard is it to hear the importance of one message if you have 10 people talking? How hard is it to focus in on the one voice that you want to hear?

<chosen> the still small voice of God becomes harder to hear

<at-peace> not easy at all... all most impossible

<chosen> the one voice gets drown out by all the others

<disciple> the roar is louder than the still small voice of Father

IKing 19:11-12 And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the LORD. And, behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the LORD; but the LORD was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the LORD was not in the earthquake: And after the earthquake a fire; but the LORD was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice. (KJV)

<opentext> So the evil communications will hinder the proper communications. The many voices will try to drown out and distort the one voice that one needs to hear.

<opentext> Distractions! How easily do they interfere with one's ability to be attentive?

<at-peace> depends on how focused one is 

<disciple> if one stays focused on the prize, the distractions are mute

<chosen> distractions will be anything that takes one's attention the most

<opentext> So, could we also then say that it all depends upon how much we love God?

<chosen> yes

<opentext> Now we know that God loves us, and we know that His ear is always open to the proper response from us. God is love! So the question that really determines how well we will hear Him is how great is our love for Him at that moment.

<opentext> Jesus Christ said that we are to love God with all of our heart, an undivided heart (Matt 22:37), the eye being single (Luke 11:34-36) on pleasing Father (John 8:29); with thy whole mind, a mind that is not conformed to this world, but rather one that is transformed by the living Word (Rom 12:2) that will remain in compliance with the will of God; and with all thy strength, the divine nature of Christ within being the decision making force within us (2Peter 1:2-8) then we will be that example of the believer (1Tim 4:12-16) for our neighbor to see.

<opentext> So we can see what Paul is saying in verse 18 here, that "have they not all heard?" They heard, but they did not hear (Rom 1:18-23). The voice of God was not of importance to them, therefore they heard sound, but nothing that was of value to them that would make them want to seek understanding of what they heard.

<opentext> Their love was on things other then God. 

<opentext> Mark 4:18-19, 18 And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, 19 And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. KJV

<opentext> The lusts [some would consider this love, but one must remember that God is love, so anything else is a cheap imitation] enter in; but how did they get in?

<at-peace> James 1:14-15, 14But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 15Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.  (KJV)

<at-peace> one listening to and following the wrong voice

<opentext> We have to open the door and allow these things [the lusts] in. These lusts then choke the word, distort one's hearing, and soon the wrong decisions cause one to stray from the proper path.

<opentext> Today, will you allow the Lord to be the love of your live?

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> o/  <opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> verses to share in reference to being the example of the believer to our neighbor...

<opentext> ok

<at-peace> Heb 8:10-11, 10
For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people: 11
And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest. (KJV)
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