27 April 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

<greg> Father we come before this day, ready to hear the message of deliverance, to walk in the spirit and fulfil your plan of salvation which you provided for each and every member before the foundation of the world, we thank you for sending your Son, to give us a perfect example of how to accomplish your will by the obedience of Jesus Christ our Lord

<opentext> Rom 12:6-7, 6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; 7 Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; KJV

<opentext> Now we need to remember how it is that Paul started off this section of Romans, that we are to present ourselves to God a living sacrifice, by living in accordance with His will. And we are able to do this by being transformed by the renewing of our mind, and not conforming to this world. (Rom 12:1-2)
<opentext> That we are not to think more highly of ourselves then we ought (Rom 12:3), but rather to have a clear and sober understanding of the responsibility involved in being that active participant in and of the divine nature of Christ (2Peter 1:3-4).

<opentext> As one gets their mind to this place of understanding, then they will recognize the importance and value of each and every member of the body of Christ, and how essential it is that we fulfil our place and part within this body.

<opentext> In recognizing this, then we will be able to understand, comprehend and appreciate the uniqueness of each and every individual and that which they offer to the body of Christ.

<opentext> Then, one is able to yield themselves to God, so that He is able to present His Word through them, so that His Word is able to be manifest in and through the believer. His Words, and not ours.

<opentext> As one is able to operate in this place, then they are able to recognize their place and part as a servant to His Word and His will.
<opentext> Now how often do you find a servant telling the master how they think things should be run? Do you think they would have a job for long if they operated in this manner?

<disciple> no    <at-peace> no

<greg> not in most places, I know one they get away with it, but normally we need to be obedient to our masters in all things

<opentext> So what you are saying then, is that it is imperative that one remains mindful of the fact that He is the potter and we are the clay?

<disciple> absolutely

<at-peace> yes, His ways are higher than our ways and His thoughts than our thoughts (Isa 55:9)
<greg> its the forbidden fruit that always looks so appealing, thinking one should be something other than what they are called to be
Rom 9:20-21 Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour? (KJV)

<opentext> So then when one is able to yield themselves to His Word, as a useable vessel (2Tim 2:22), and be that willing and obedient servant, that God is then able to use one as that example of the believer, and thus able to give instruction [teach] to those that area round us (1Tim 4:12-16)?

<at-peace> yes

<greg> absolutely, its amazing how many doors open in the workplace when one is willing
<disciple> He can IF we are willing

<opentext> How often is it that people go to an area of the Bible like this, and then try to pick and choose the areas that they think that they want to have in operation within their life?

<disciple> most do that...He gives us the fullness of Christ, we should give all of ourselves

<greg> most enjoy the blessings for a season, but draw the line when it comes to the taking up of cross part, then its not as fun anymore

<opentext> Are you able to see that this area is describing the growth and maturity of a Christian, and as they develop, how the nature of Christ is then able to be manifest through them in an ever evolving way?

<disciple> yes     <at-peace> yes

<greg> you see the maturity, as one puts away childish things and thinking

<opentext> So as one is able to yield to the Word, and recognize their place as a servant to Him, to bring instruction of His way to those around them, that they are then able to bring exhortation [encouragement] to those who are sincerely seeking Him.
<opentext> How often have others been an encouragement to you, without them saying a word to you?

<disciple> many, many times    <at-peace> many times

<opentext> And yet when it comes to ourselves, does one always think they can be an effective example by not saying a word, but simply by living the Word?

<disciple> we know it can be, but at times, we want to do more

<greg> our being an example of the believers speaks much louder than words, i have seen many profess God and fall short in example, especially in the workplace, not being faithful in what they think is least important, and not being blameless

<at-peace> at times my thinking gets in the way

<opentext> So when we want to more then asked, isn't that like the servant trying to tell the master how they think things should be done?

<disciple> yes   <at-peace> yes

<greg> Godliness with content is great gain (1Tim 6:6), if God be for us who can be against us (Rom 8:31), except our own thinking at times

<opentext> So we can see the fine line that there is between the strait and narrow path, and the wide path that leads to destruction (Matt 7:13-14). Thus we can see why the Lord told us that man should not live by bread alone, but by "every" word that proceeds forth from the mouth of God (Matt 4:4).

<opentext> Rom 12:8,  Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. KJV

<opentext> How often does one forget the simplicity that is in Christ, and thus complicate things with their own thinking?

<disciple> leads to confusion and creates unrest

<at-peace> have fallen short at times

<greg> most think a man of God has to have a big following and a long list of credentials to even mention His name, rather than presenting His plan of salvation in a simple everyday manner for all to hear

<opentext> Note how Paul says, that he that gives, let him do it with simplicity. Yet, when the word gives is used, how often is the first thing that people think of is in a monetary sense?

<disciple> yes, or some other physical sense

<greg> for many the word give equates into dollar signs

<opentext> Remember how this chapter started off, that we are to present ourselves to God a living sacrifice. Simply giving our life to Him. Remember that we are saved by grace through faith, and that not of ourselves, but rather it is the gift from God (Eph 2:8-10). And so when one receives His gift, then the only appropriate gift that we can give back, is ourselves.
Luke 6:38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again. (KJV)
Simply giving our life to Him, what better way to love, honor, and thank Him for all that He has given and blessed us with.

Laying down our life for the brethren.
<opentext> How often is it that you are able to be satisfied with simply presenting yourself to Him each day, to be used by Him as He sees best?

<disciple> i always want to do more, but i pray that i willingly yield this vessel to Him daily, for His use

<greg> if one is content, like Paul was even in prison, not limiting themselves to external circumstances, all things are possible to them that believe

<greg> i thought this verse was fitting, many still have a works mindset and not an understanding of salvation by grace. Rom 11:34-35,  34 For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counselor? 35 Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? (KJV)

<opentext> Remembering that in the beginning was the Word (John 1:1)...not me.
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