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<opentext> Father, we come before you throne through Jesus Christ our Lord and savior. We ask Father, that your Holy Spirit be our teacher this day, that we would hear that which you have for us…the daily bread that we have need of to sustain us this day. 

<opentext> We thank you Father, for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us…..and we give you Father, and you alone, all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord, brother and mediator………

<mizpah^> amen

<Hmblman> amen

<opentext> 

<opentext> Eph 6:14,  and having on the breastplate of righteousness (KJV)

<opentext> let's refresh...what does the word righteousness mean?

<mizpah^> to stand upright in the truth

<opentext> 1343  dikaiosune (dik-ah-yos-oo'-nay); righteousness; from 1342; equity (of character or act); specially (Christian) justification:  KJV--righteousness. 1343  dikaiosune- 1) in a broad sense: state of him who is as he ought to be, righteousness, the condition acceptable to God  

<opentext> a) the doctrine concerning the way in which man may attain a state approved of God  b) integrity, virtue, purity of life, rightness, correctness of thinking feeling, and acting  2) in a narrower sense, justice or the virtue which gives each his due

<opentext> we have to remember, that it is the righteousness of Christ Jesus that covers our heart

<opentext> @read 1corinthians 1:30

<Chatbot> (1corinthians 1:30) -- But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:
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<Hmblman> so it is when we know we are right with God?

<opentext> correct

<opentext> Without the breastplate of Jesus Christ’s righteousness, we are naked and exposed before Father. (You have to keep in mind, that our righteousness is as stinky rags that Isaiah describes.) If the breastplate from God’s armory is not in position over our heart, are we not naked before God? 

<opentext> Also, all of our sins are in the open for Him to see; and judge a righteous judgement? Without the breastplate of Jesus Christ we have no mediator to intercede in our behalf. Who is your mediator?

<mizpah^> Christ

<Hmblman> so the breastplate of righteousness is that of Jesus

<opentext> @read 1timothy 2:5

<Chatbot> (1timothy 2:5) -- For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;

<opentext> our breastplate is the righteousness of Jesus Christ

<Hmblman> amen

<opentext> this is the righteousness that covers our heart

<opentext> Prov 4:20-22, 20 My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. 21 Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart. 22 For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh. (KJV)

<opentext> notice...that it says to attend to His Words

<opentext> Who has the word we put more credence in, God or man? Without God’s Word in our heart, what is there for your protection? If we are having problems in our life, whose fault is it, ours or Fathers?

<mizpah^> ours

<Hmblman> it is ours

<opentext> yes, because we have not taken the time to keep our spirit man fed and built up

<opentext> In Romans 10:17, Paul tells us by the Spirit of God, that faith (our ability to believe and act upon God’s Word ), comes only by our hearing God’s Word, and giving our full attention to what He is saying to us. This is the same thing that the writer of Proverbs is saying to us in the above verses. You have to be His child to be able to hear His voice, and understand His counsel. You, have to attend to His Word.

<opentext> If you were an attendant for a dignitary, and they caught you drifting in thoughts, and paying more attention to someone else, what do you think they would say to you? The same holds true for your job. If you were paying more attention to someone else’s duties, and the boss caught you, what would your employer have to say to you? In essence, would you not be stealing from them?

<mizpah^> yes, absolutely

<Stowe> yep

<opentext> we too, have to give Father that time each day, to maintain our relationship with Him

<opentext> we have to *attend* to His Word

<opentext> Is this not exactly what we do with Father? He is always trying to speak to us, but we occupy our ears with other conversations. We want to listen to people that make us feel good, and those that will stir our emotions. 

<opentext> We allow our attention to sway by those that say the things that we want to hear; rather then hearing and listening to Father’s Word. It is His Word that will open to us the righteousness of Jesus Christ. It is only the righteousness of Jesus Christ that will allow us to go boldly unto the throne of grace in a time of need.

<opentext> So, if we are attending to someone and not giving heed to their instructions, would this not be the same as being lukewarm? 

<opentext> If it is something that is said, that will directly affect us, then we are all ears. However, if it seems like just another menial task, we are much less enthusiastic about what is being said. The majority of the time, we will not do the menial task that Father asks of us, since it does not make us seem important.

<opentext> If it is something that is said, that will directly affect us, then we are all ears. However, if it seems like just another menial task, we are much less enthusiastic about what is being said. The majority of the time, we will not do the menial task that Father asks of us, since it does not make us seem important.

<opentext> What we fail to see and hear, is that all that Father has to say to us, is a matter of spiritual life and death. Father has our eternal well being in His foremost thought. True, it may not always be what the flesh wants to hear, but it is essential for our spiritual growth and well being.

<opentext> By keeping His Word in front of your eyes, it will be the Light to your path, that will illuminate the straight and narrow path that leads to Father’s house. Father and His Word will then appoint your each and every step. 

<opentext> It is only by this righteousness of Jesus Christ that these words will stay in our hearts. This is what protects the new life that we have been given. This is what will sustain the new creation. This can only happen, as we allow Jesus Christ to remain the Lord and savior of our life.

<opentext> Ps 118:20-23, 20 This gate of the LORD, into which the righteous shall enter. 21 I will praise thee: for thou hast heard me, and art become my salvation. 22 The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner. 23 This is the LORD's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. (KJV)

<opentext> There is but one mediator between God and man; do you know who He is? This is the gate of the LORD that the Holy Spirit is talking about here. 

<Stowe> Christ

<mizpah^> Jesus Christ

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> this is where our righteousness comes from

<opentext> Isaiah said our own righteousness is as filthy rags

<opentext> It is only those with the righteousness of Jesus Christ that can enter this gate. This is the gate that allows us to go boldly unto the throne of grace in our time of need. 

<opentext> It is Jesus Christ, that is the stone that the builders have rejected. Yet, the Word is quite plain to state, that this stone has become the head stone of the corner. We have gotten to the point that we put more faith in man’s traditions and doctrines, than we do in the Word of God. 

<opentext> We are quicker to defend a denomination, then we are to take a stand for the written Word. Most of us are quick to acknowledge the Son of Man, Jesus of Nazareth; but are quick to neglect Christ, the only begotten Son of God.

<opentext> why is this?

<Hmblman> because having faith is not always an easy thing

<opentext> ok

<mizpah^> Because we see the churches and hear the preachers, but we never take the time to listen to the Father and hear His Words

<opentext> exactly

<Stowe> for a long time it was because I didn't know there was a difference

<slow> He came to us as a human - we can understand that. 

<opentext> we fail to study for Father's approval, but rather seek man's

<opentext> very good answers

<opentext> we have a tendency to look at the flesh, and neglect the spiritual

<opentext> It was the righteousness of Christ, that allowed Jesus of Nazareth to perform all that Father asked of Him. Yes, He was tempted in every manner as we are, and yet sinned not. Rom 8:9, Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. (KJV) He obeyed the voice of Father at all times, because He had the Spirit of Christ, living and abiding in Him. ( Something we, for the most part have not learned to do.)

<opentext> It is when we are able to recognize the righteousness that is made available to us by Jesus Christ, (1Cor 1:30), that we are then able to hear Father’s voice and instructions for us more clearly. (Something the majority has not yet learned to do!)

<opentext> why is this?

<Hmblman> allowing the holy spirit to be our guide?

<opentext> yes, that is part of it

<Stowe> we don't take time to study the Word and then be able to hear what is being said to us

<opentext> and that is the other part

<mizpah^> without the spirit of Jesus Christ, we won't have the Holy Sprit to discern the scriptures

<opentext> with my word a 75 cents, you can get a cup of coffee....but with the Word of God you can receive eternal life

<Hmblman> so we need to feed our spirit and build it up so that it can hear the Holy Spirit's guidance

<opentext> all very good answers...tie them all together, and it gives you the answer

<opentext> yes, exactly hmblman

<Hmblman> and we feed our spirit with the word of God

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:21-23, 21 For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. 22 For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: 23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling block, and unto the Greeks foolishness; (KJV)

<opentext> correct

<opentext> By the foolishness of preaching! The majority of the world has come to the conclusion of how foolish we are to believe in a God that we have not seen. They also think how foolish we are to believe in a book, (the Bible), that they say has no relevance or value in today’s society.

<opentext> The Jews are still seeking a sign of a Messiah that will rid them of their enemies. The rest of the world wants more wisdom and proof, to prove the Bible is correct. How about you? What are you seeking? How sure are you of your salvation? How sure are you of your right standing with God?

<opentext> the more of the Word we hear, the stronger our ability to believe God and His Word

<opentext> How do we, or how can we obtain this right standing with God? Can it be bought with earthly treasures? 

<mizpah^> nope

<Hmblman> no

<Stowe> no

<opentext> Can it be obtained by a good Sunday school record of attendance? Can it be obtained by doing good deeds? What does it take, to be able to go boldly before the throne of grace?

<Hmblman> nope

<mizpah^> We must accept salvation, so that we have Christ in us

<Stowe> to know who we are in Christ Jesus

<opentext> and then maintain that relationship with Father

<Hmblman> to know that Jesus is alive in our hearts

<opentext> John 8:31-32

<opentext> 31Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;

<opentext> 32And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. (KJV)

<opentext> Cor 1:25-29, 25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 

<opentext> 127 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 28 And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 29 That no flesh should glory in his presence. (KJV)

<opentext> note...that not many wise after the flesh

<opentext> and yet....do we not listen more to those that have many titles after their name?

<Hmblman> do you put more faith in the doctor, or the God that guides their hands?

<mizpah^> I put all my faith in God

<opentext> if we would have lived in the time of Jesus Christ...would you have stood with Him...or gone with the crowd?

<opentext> Notice, not many wise are called. Not many that are mighty or noble either. Jesus Christ came that we might have more abundant life. What we have to remember, is that abundant life with Jesus Christ is not subject to the terms or conditions that the world says are necessary to be successful.

<Hmblman> even Peter fell short of that test

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> but even after the Holy Spirit was sent...not many listened to Paul either

<opentext> Jesus Christ did not have a house. Nor, did He have a university named after Him. He was quite quick to let people know that His kingdom was not of this world. In spite of what the world would call unsuccessful, He was able to meet every need that was placed before Him. 

<opentext> It was all accomplished without emergency offerings, or visa charge cards. He was able to meet the needs because of the righteousness of God that was in Him, that no flesh would receive the glory. No flesh!

<opentext> It is this righteousness that we are to seek to be the covering over our hearts. Yet, most of us want to see the signs and wonders before we will believe. 

<opentext> We want to see and touch Jesus Christ just as Thomas did. Yet, Jesus Christ’s answer to Thomas was quite forward, and to the point; blessed are those that have not seen, and yet believe! Most will believe when they see Jesus Christ with their physical eye, but then it will be to late. Where does your right standing with Father come from?

<opentext> Rom 3:21-22, 21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; 22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: (KJV)

<opentext> unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference.

<opentext> when you accepted Christ into your life and heart...how much of Him did you receive?

<Stowe> all

<mizpah^> all of what we needed

<opentext> we received *the measure* of faith

<opentext> Matt 6:33, But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. (KJV)

<opentext> how often is the kingdom of God the first thing that we seek each day?

<Hmblman> should be everyday

<mizpah^> always...daily

<Hmblman> I start each day with prayer

<mizpah^> arise praying

<Hmblman> then study the word

<opentext> it should be the first thing on our mind in the morning, and last thing on it as we go to bed

<mizpah^> amen

<opentext> and we are to pray without ceasing

<opentext> What is it that is the top of your priorities list? Is it signs and wonders? Is it a new house or car?  If we are seeking the things of this world, before His righteousness, which direction do you think that you are headed in?

<opentext> What is it that is the top of your priorities list? Is it signs and wonders? Is it a new house or car?  If we are seeking the things of this world, before His righteousness, which direction do you think that you are headed in?

<mizpah^> backwards

<Stowe> sure not going forward

<Hmblman> in the direction of hell

<opentext> exactly...since the signs and wonders follow His Word

<opentext> Mark 16:20, And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen. (KJV)

<opentext> Ps 23:6, Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. (KJV)

<opentext> Isa 58:8, Then your light shall break forth like the morning, your healing shall spring forth speedily, and your righteousness shall go before you; the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. (NKJ)

<opentext> notice in Isaiah's verse where the righteousness is

<mizpah^> in front of us

<Stowe> it goes before you ...

<Hmblman> leading the way

<opentext> and note that which brings up the rear guard

<Hmblman> glory
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<mizpah^> the glory of the Lord

<opentext> As we look at what the Word makes very plain to us, it is the fact that the signs, wonders, mercy and goodness of God, follows the Word. It is the righteousness of God that goes before us, and it is His glory, that brings up the rear guard. If we are chasing the signs and wonders, we then have to be going in the wrong direction. We are headed away from His kingdom.

<opentext> Are you in the position or authority, that you can tell Father how and when He has to operate? Yet this is what we do when we try to turn God off and on like a light switch. Have you forgot who is in control? Whose righteousness is it that makes up the breastplate in God’s armory?

<mizpah^> Jesus Christ

<opentext> correct

<Hmblman> put Jesus first and then our lives will receive the glory

<opentext> one other thing to keep in mind, is to remember, that the breastplate only covered the front side

<opentext> if God's glory brings up the rear guard....there is no need to look back

<opentext> Where and what is the source of your right standing with God? What or who is this gate of the Lord that the righteous shall enter through?

<opentext> @read 2corinthians 5:17

<Chatbot> (2corinthians 5:17) -- Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

<Stowe> Christ Jesus

<opentext> Heb 5:13, For every one that useth milk is unskillful in the word of righteousness: (KJV)

<opentext> Are you unskillful in the Word? If you are, who is it that is to blame? 

<Hmblman> we are

<Stowe> me

<mizpah^> if we are on the milk, it is our own fault

<opentext> correct

<opentext> we have the choice

<opentext> what is the milk of the Word?

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:1-3

<opentext> 1And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ.

<opentext> 2I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able.

<opentext> 3For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?

<opentext> (KJV)

<mizpah^> only being saved, but not the knowledge of who we are in Christ Jesus

<Stowe> knowing about Jesus of Nazareth, but not knowing about 

<Stowe> the mystery of Christ

<opentext> excellent answers

<opentext> the carnal Christian as Paul describes...are fighting over the things of the flesh

<opentext> isn't this so true as we look at denominations fighting each other

<mizpah^> yes

<Stowe> sure is ...

<opentext> or people telling us that we should follow this person instead of the Word of God

<mizpah^> yes

<opentext> @read Isaiah 5:13

<Hmblman> @read rev 2:3

<Chatbot> (Isaiah 5:13) -- Therefore my people are gone into captivity, because they have no knowledge: and their honorable men are famished, and their multitude dried up with thirst.

<opentext> @read revelation 2:3

<Chatbot> (revelation 2:3) -- And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast labored, and hast not fainted.

<Hmblman>  @read revelation 2:4

<opentext> note in Isa........His people are brought into captivity....because they had NO knowledge

<Hmblman> because they forgot why they needed the knowledge

<opentext> @read revelation 2:4

<Chatbot> (revelation 2:4) -- Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.

<opentext> yes...they left their first love...and went chasing something or someone else

<Hmblman> chasing signs

<Hmblman> instead of following the Lord

<opentext> Rom 14:17, For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. (KJV)

<opentext> What exactly is it that you are trying to feed your spirit man? It is only as we use the Word of God, the truth, and continue in it, that we are able to stay free from sin. You will want to do what is right with Father, knowing that you are justified by His grace, through the measure of faith that is given to each man that will accept the gift of God! 

<opentext> It is not of works, that any man can boast of. You, nor anyone else can be force fed the Word. You have to be a willing participant. Freely we are to receive, and only then can you freely give.

<opentext> Understanding the righteousness that has been made available to us, does not come by osmosis or any other such means. It can only come by taking the time to  study Father’s Word, and doing it for His approval only.

<opentext> @read hosea 4:6

<Chatbot> (hosea 4:6) -- My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.

<opentext> many of you have heard me say this before, but am going to say it again

<opentext> you can stand in a barn for a week, but it will not make you a cow

<opentext> many think standing in a building, will make them a Christian
<opentext> 2 Tim 3:16-17, 16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. (KJV)

<opentext> doctrine= teaching

<opentext> reproof= showing one where they have erred

<opentext> correction= showing one how to get back on the straight and narrow path

<opentext> instruction in righteousness= staying in the Word...so we do not stray again

<opentext> so often we look at a verse, and we do not hear all that it is saying to us

<opentext> All scripture is given to us by Father, through His Spirit of truth. It is for our advantage; for Father already knows what His Word can and will do. This is why it is for our advantage. It imparts to us a working knowledge and understanding of God. It allows us to see who we are in Christ Jesus; and all that His righteousness imparts to me.

<opentext> It is Father’s instructions to us, for what is necessary to gain entrance into His kingdom. Study, a word the flesh does not like to hear. It is a weariness to the flesh. Yet is essential and necessary for your spiritual growth. Your salvation, your responsibility! Today….what are you going to do about it? 

<mizpah^> Pray and thank Father for strength and study the Word

<Stowe> but that's the paradox isn't it, because actually the more you study the Word the more you want to be in it, because the greater revelation knowledge comes

<opentext> correct

<opentext> which brings us to the next piece of the armor

<opentext> 15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; (KJV)

<opentext> Your feet shod with preparation! But, what does it take to be prepared?

<Stowe> training

<mizpah^> to be in Christ Jesus

<opentext> many...as soon as they accept Christ...want to run out and save the world

<opentext> and, many are encouraged to do that

<mizpah^> They have to study the Word first, though

<opentext> exactly

<Hmblman> a baby can not fight in a war

<opentext> otherwise...how can we have *the answer* for every man that asks of the hope that is in us?

<opentext> Have you ever got out of bed in the middle of the night, and in search for whatever, stubbed your toe? Why did this happen? Was it because there was not adequate light available for you to see a clear path for you to navigate?

<Stowe> yes

<mizpah^> yes

<opentext> Ps 119:105, Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. (KJV)

<opentext> Is His Word, the light for your path? For your each and every step that you take? When we operate on our own words, or those of another man, this is when we stumble, and thus fall short of the glory of God. This is why we are to study the scriptures, which are given by inspiration of God, which are given for our benefit, that we might gain Father’s approval.

<opentext> Ps 119:133-134, 133 Order my steps in thy word: and let not any iniquity have dominion over me. 134 Deliver me from the oppression of man: so will I keep thy precepts. (KJV)

<opentext> Is every step that you take according to His Word? The biggest majority of the time, when we say that we are doing something for God, it is usually not according to His Word; but rather at the guidance and counsel of some man.

<opentext> When you stub your toe, or bang your shin in the dark, what happens to what little focus that you did have? This is why your feet have to be shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace. Without His light illuminating our path for each step that we take, we will be stumbling in the dark.

<opentext> what happens every time we take our eyes off of the straight and narrow path?

<mizpah^> we lose our focus and that means we lose our light

<Stowe> we start to wander away ...

<opentext> correct

<opentext> our focus has not stayed on the prize...as Paul said

<opentext> @read Philippians 3:14

<Chatbot> (Philippians 3:14) -- I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> What we need to be mindful of, is what we have covered the previous studies in this series. We need to keep in our hearts, the Word of faith, that will cause us to be conformed to His image, and after their likeness.

<opentext> Do you recognize where your strength has to come from? If it is from anywhere other than by Father through Jesus Christ, we are going to have problems. We have to recognize that there are not great numbers that have sold out to the Lord Jesus Christ. Rather, that the majority are seeking their own gain, and going about to establish their own righteousness apart from Jesus Christ. This most often comes at the expense of others, since Father is not their to

<opentext> how often is it that we turn to Father , only after we have tried everything our way first?

<mizpah^> many times

<Stowe> most always

<opentext> and, then, we get mad at God because He was not there

<opentext> We have to be mindful of utilizing the whole armor of God, not just a little dab. It is only by God, through Jesus Christ that we can see, and be made aware of all of the craftiness of the devil. It is only by the Light of the gospel, that we can spot and expose the traps that the devil has set, just off of the straight and narrow path that leads to Father’s house.

<opentext> As we grow in His stature, we can then recognize the enemy for who and what he is. We are to be aware of all of the devils devices; and this can only come about through a working knowledge of the Word of God.

<opentext> We have to study the Word, to find out all that has been made available to us, and then put it into application in our lives. This can only happen as we recognize all of the rights and authority that have been made available to us, when we became that new creation in Christ. 

<opentext> how often do we really like to study?

<mizpah^> everyday

<opentext> what does it take to be prepared?

<Stowe> study of the Word

<opentext> most often when we read this verse...the word preparation is always left out or ignored

<opentext> yesterday is gone...tomorrow is not yet here......we have to prepare ourselves this day...with now faith

<opentext> and

<opentext> @read Romans 10:17

<Chatbot> (Romans 10:17) -- So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

<opentext> @read Colossians 1:23

<Chatbot> (Colossians 1:23) -- If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;

<opentext> we have to continue in the Word...*this day*

<opentext> we have to be grounded and settled

<opentext> @read Ephesians 4:14

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 4:14) -- That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

<Stowe> that is why so many are not settled, because they don't know what the Word says

<opentext> exactly stowe

<opentext> they are busier watching and following men, then they are the Word

<mizpah^> we have to continue in the Word and then the truth will set us free

<opentext> what most of us fail to see and hear in the epistles...is the constant warning that is taking place, so few years after Jesus Christ had left the earth

<opentext> and here we are some 1900 years later, and think we are above that which the early church went through

<opentext> and this is all because the present church...the majority are not prepared with a working knowledge of God's Word

<opentext> a good example

<opentext> yesterday....how many manger scenes were there with wise men present

<opentext> totally unscriptural...and yet how many spoke out against it?

<Stowe> probably everyone who had a manger scene had wise men there

<opentext> doctrines of men that have crept in, because we have not been prepared

<Stowe> nobody

<opentext> @read Matthew 2:11

<Chatbot> (Matthew 2:11) -- And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense and myrrh.

<opentext> if we have allowed this in, and have not been aware of it, we then have to ask how many other things have crept in that we are not aware of

<mizpah^> many things, probably

<opentext> we should never be shouting amen to anything, till we know that it is accurate according to the Word

<opentext> being prepared...each and every day in the Word of truth

<opentext> any questions this morning?

<Stowe> scrolling up ... something about the oppression of man ....

<opentext> ok sis

<Stowe> Psalm 119:133 ....

<opentext> @read psalms 119:133

<Chatbot> (psalms 119:133) -- Order my steps in thy word: and let not any iniquity have dominion over me.

<opentext> @read psalms 119:134

<Chatbot> (psalms 119:134) -- Deliver me from the oppression of man: so will I keep thy precepts.

<opentext> who usually tries to quench our thirst for more knowledge of God?

<Stowe> man does by creating doctrines

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> and thus keeping us in bondage to them

<opentext> @read Colossians 1:13

<Chatbot> (Colossians 1:13) -- Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:

<opentext> we have been delivered...but many go back to other men....

<opentext> guess Father must have stepped on some toes this morning

<Stowe> one of the things that concerns me though to is how we gain confidence or trust in a person, and they use that (trust) to manipulate us

<mizpah^> oh, welllll...ought to have on the armor

<opentext> stowe...most men tell us they have the answer...and we believe them....

<opentext> many do not know that Father will talk to them

<opentext> and most men like to have peoples admiration

<mizpah^> do you remember the verse about my people perish...their noblemen...?

<opentext> @read Isaiah 5:13

<Chatbot> (Isaiah 5:13) -- Therefore my people are gone into captivity, because they have no knowledge: and their honorable men are famished, and their multitude dried up with thirst.

<mizpah^> their honorable men

<opentext> no bread of life...or living waters

<mizpah^> whose

<mizpah^> my people are Father's people...who are the honorable people

<opentext> ?

<mizpah^> Is that two different people He is talking about?

<opentext> exactly...listened to men, rather then God, after they had known the way of righteousness

<opentext> the honorable...are the one's that they looked up to, and they had nothing of nourishment to feed the people

<mizpah^> ok,  I was thinking that "my people" referred to people that were saved...Honorable men were the preachers without the knowledge, and then the multitude are the Christians that died from lack of true teaching

<opentext> correct miz

<mizpah^> ok

<opentext> that is exactly what Father is saying there

<opentext> we have many men set on pedestals, and it has gone to their heads...and they make the people think that they cannot hear God without them

