26 May 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and the preciousness of your fellowship with each of us and with one another and pray that we will be attentive to all that you share with us this day and may ask of us that we will be thoroughly equipped unto all good works giving you the praise, honor, and glory that you are deserving of through Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

<opentext> Rom 12:13 Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality. KJV

 

<opentext> Gal 6:10,  So then, as occasion and opportunity open up to us, let us do good [morally] to all people [not only being useful or profitable to them, but also doing what is for their spiritual good and advantage]. Be mindful to be a blessing, especially to those of the household of faith [those who belong to God's family with you, the believers]. AMP

 

<opentext> How often is it that one really takes advantage of the opportunities and occasions to do good, and especially for those who are of the household of faith?

<helpmate> for most, not nearly as one should   <disciple> most give leftovers...scraps

<at-peace> if one remains walking in the Spirit they will be more attentive to hearing and seeing the opportunities 

<opentext> It does not talk about thinking of distributing to the necessity of the saints, but rather of doing. Yet how often is it that when God places something in our heart and in our mind to do something for the family, that one allows other things to enter in and become the priority?

<helpmate> satan will try anything to get one distracted

<chosen> if we procrastinate then it will never be done

<opentext> And then because one does not hear and obey in the simple things, then people often wonder why God will not use them for anything that "they" consider important.

<opentext> And then there is the other problem that often sets in, and that is the cliques that form, and then people only do what they see others doing, rather then taking the path that Father has for them.

<opentext> And if one can not be obedient in the simple things that God asks of us, can one rally expect Him to give them more responsibility?

<chosen> no He won't     <disciple> nope     <helpmate> no, but most still expect Him to

<at-peace> with what measure ye mete it will be measured unto you 

<opentext> I can remember from years that I worked in construction, that everyone wanted to pound the nails, but no one wanted to dig the trenches. But if the foundation does not get properly built, what good will the nails do?

<helpmate> none at all…nothing for the nail to hold on to

<at-peace> none   <disciple> none

<opentext> Now think about this then as applied to our responsibility to the body, don't most people also want what they consider to be the more glamorous tasks? 

<helpmate> yes they do

<disciple> yes, when not remembering we are to be a servant to all

<chosen> yes most would, the job that puts them centre stage

<opentext> Don't they often want the spotlight to be on them, rather then doing wholeheartedly those simple, overlooked things that Father may ask of them?

<chosen> yes     <disciple> yes     <helpmate> yes

<opentext> And then there is the other extreme as well, where people spend more time and effort with those who are outside the family, then with those within. But what danger does this bring in?

<helpmate> they begin to take on the characteristics of the "other" people and lose the characteristics of Father, they have become....the rest of the world

<chosen> if they are not grounded in the Word then it will infect them and get them to compromise the truth

<disciple> evil communications...slowly changing themselves to those outside the family, rather than being the example where those outside would want to change

<at-peace> evil communications corrupt good morals.... friendship of the world is enmity with God

<opentext> All would like to be like Paul when the great exploits were going on. But what about when he was simply building tents in obscurity? Or when he was sitting in prison?

<helpmate> that is the unglamorous part that most do not give thought to

<disciple> most want to ignore that part of his time he spent maturing in Christ

<chosen> and he always remained focused and faithful

<at-peace> he who is faithful in the least of things will be faithful in much... many forget that part

<opentext> People often forget about the refiners fire, and all that it took to get Paul to the place where he was receptive and willing to do all that God asked. Just as when putting something together, if you leave half of the instructions out, will the finished product ever look like the picture?

<disciple> no     <helpmate> no

<opentext> And then when it was not completed properly, who would get the blame?

<helpmate> surely not themselves

<disciple> think somebody else messed up not giving all the instructions

<opentext> Setting our heart and mind to doing those things that Father asks of us. So that we will be pleasing to Him, as well as allowing the character of Christ to be developed within us.

<opentext> So as Paul said in Galatians, as we have opportunity and occasion, we should want to minister to our fellow family members.

<opentext> And in doing this, whatever Father asks of us [even if it may seem menial to us] to do it wholeheartedly to Him. Thus one will be allowing the character of Christ to develop and grow within them. And as they become more developed and faithful, then Father will be able to use them in other things.

<opentext> Today, you have the opportunity and Father will provide the occasion to allow you to be used by Him for the necessity of the saints. Will you be open to His counsel and instructions?

 

 

(
Copyright © 2005 Rev Larry Gazelka all rights reserved
