26 May 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, with grateful hearts and minds we come before you this day by and through Christ Jesus, that we may obtain all that we have need of this day, that which is able to fully sustain us this day on our journey on the strait and narrow path. Let each of us be open to the leading of your Spirit, that we may be active participants of your divine nature this day.

 

Rom 7:22-23,  22 For I endorse and delight in the Law of God in my inmost self [with my new nature]. [Ps 1:2.]  23 But I discern in my bodily members [in the sensitive appetites and wills of the flesh] a different law (rule of action) at war against the law of my mind (my reason) and making me a prisoner to the law of sin that dwells in my bodily organs [in the sensitive appetites and wills of the flesh]. AMP

 

<opentext> For a moment stop and reflect on that which Paul has been sharing with us here in this chapter, and how he started of by showing us that sharing our affections with this world, is adultery towards God.

<opentext> By entertaining the wrong thoughts, and submitting to the wrong actions, places one in a very precarious situation.

<opentext> Yet, how often does one really consider the consequences, when first entertaining the wrong thoughts?

<disciple> if we did, we would be less likely to sin

<chosen> not always

 

<opentext> So then the next question is, if we know that life and death are in every decision, why doesn't one consider the full implications before opening their heart and house to the welcome wagon of this world?

<disciple> we allow fleshly affections to take precedence over Father's counsel at times

 

<opentext> Now let us recall, that the Word tells us that we are a new creation in Christ, that old things have passed away, and behold "all" things have become new. So then, in order for those old ways of doing things which have been purged, are able to get back in, is if one first entertains them, and as they become again familiar with them, invite them back in.

<opentext> How often does one realize that they have to allow those thoughts in, and entertain them, in order for them to again gain a foothold in your life?

<disciple> sometimes realize that and cast them down...other times, they sneak in while i am not watchful

<chosen> something that always needs working on remembering

 

<opentext> The new nature wants to serve God, because it recognizes the love He first had for us. But, the devil is there to remind us of the old nature, and how one had to allow those wrong attributes to have priority in one's life again.

<opentext> Now, the devil may be sneaky in how he presents the old habits and traits to us, but, one has to entertain, and then allow these old habits and traits back in, as the devil is not able to force them on us.

<opentext> The appetites and will of the flesh, Paul says, are counterproductive to the new nature. Stop and think for a moment, would you ever consider putting water in the gas tank of your vehicle?

<disciple> no    <chosen> no

 

<opentext> Why not?

<disciple> because gas and water mixture is bad for the car engine…stops it from running

<chosen> water doesn't have the correct ingredients to make the car run

 

<opentext> The appetites and will of the old nature, are much the same as putting water in the gas tank of your vehicle. It will disable your vehicle and leave you stranded. Man can only operate in the divine nature, by each and every word that proceeds forth from the mouth of God. Anything else, will disable the spiritual engine [so to speak].

<opentext> So why then, does one entertain these old thoughts, the old habits, the old way of doing thing, when they know they will bring forth death?

<disciple> the often see the highlights and not the consequences of their decisions

 

<opentext> If they are seeing the highlights, then haven't they allowed the devil to set up the movie projector, and given him permission to show it? [the veil of the flesh is the projection screen], [actually they would be the lowlights of our past life].

<disciple> yep

 

<opentext> Rom 7:21-24, 22 I truly delight in God's commands, 23 but it's pretty obvious that not all of me joins in that delight. Parts of me covertly rebel, and just when I least expect it, they take charge. 24 I've tried everything and nothing helps. I'm at the end of my rope. Is there no one who can do anything for me? Isn't that the real question?  (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

<opentext> If a riot is stopped when the first few people show up, it is much easier to disperse and repel the people. But what happens if one waits for reinforcements to show up?

<disciple> the riot gets out of hand, and is much more difficult to break up

<chosen> the riot will have developed more and harder to break up

 

<opentext> So what happens with us, when we do not cast down the wrong thoughts when they first show up?

<disciple> they begin to take control, and become the primary action in our life

<chosen> they will pull us down fast

 

<opentext> Note the way Paul says, that 'he" tried everything. How often have you tried everything in your power, to overcome these covert operations, but the end result is still failure on your part?

<chosen> have done that

<disciple> anytime i have tried to accomplish something under my own power, i fail

 

<opentext> So as long as one tries to act and react by the lower nature, apart from the divine nature, they have the perfect plan for disaster and failure. "I" can do "all" things through Christ, when i keep Him as the strength in and for my life. Then, i will be able to do all things that will be pleasing to the Father, for the lower nature has been kept in subjection of the divine nature.
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