26 January 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

<greg> Father we thank you for your plan of salvation and your love revealed through the spirit, we come to you this day to give ear to your word, and walk in the liberty that is given us by your Son Jesus Christ Our Lord

<opentext> Rom 11:16-17, 16 For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the branches. 17 And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou, being a wild olive tree, wert graffed in among them, and with them partakest of the root and fatness of the olive tree; KJV

<opentext> As we talked about yesterday, how the Lord told us that He is the vine, and we are the branches, as long as we abide in Him. So one has to remember that it as one continues in the truth, as one stays attached to the vine, partakes of the nourishment of His Spirit, that they are able to remain united in Him.

John 8:31-32 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. (KJV)
Col 1:23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister; (KJV)
Rom 11:22 Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off. (KJV)

John 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. (KJV)
Sanctify
37  hagiazo (hag-ee-ad'-zo); from 40; to make holy, i.e. (ceremonially) purify or consecrate; (mentally) to venerate: 

KJV-- hallow, be holy, sanctify.

37  hagiazo-

1) to render or acknowledge, or to be venerable or to hallow 

2) to separate from profane things and to dedicate to God 

a) to consecrate things to God 

b) to dedicate people to God 

3) to purify 

a) to cleanse externally 

b) to purify by expiation: to free from the guilt of sin 

c) to purify internally by a renewing of the soul
<opentext> Isa 1:18-19, 18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. 19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: KJV

<opentext> I have always liked the way that God presented it through these verses in Isaiah, that it is as one is first willing, and then obedient, that then one is able to be that partaker of the divine nature.

<opentext> Often times one is willing, but then are they always obedient?

<greg> its the spirit that is willing, if one is in the flesh then they are weak (Matt 26:41)
<chosen> only as one becomes an active doer of the Word not just a listener (James 1:21-25)
<disciple> we allow the lower nature to interfere at times 

<opentext> Now in that verse in Isaiah 1:19, the word obedient means to "hear intelligently". And if we can recall how Romans 10:17 tells us how that faith is by hearing intelligently the Message delivered to us by Christ.

<opentext> Many people hear the Word of God, but how many in reality hear it intelligently? How many really allow the Spirit of God to interpret it [the Word] for them?

<greg> most only want to hear the smooth things (Isa 30:9-10), and not the truth that will set them free

<mike`> hearing intelligently takes diligent listening... focusing in on the speaker
<disciple> most hear and go on what the flesh interprets rather than allowing Father to open up to them what He is saying

<chosen> only those that choose to seek a deeper understanding of His truth, laying aside everything else they have heard

stopping all the distractions (thoughts)
<opentext> So it is the truth that sets us free from the bondage of this world, and shows one how to remain attached to the vine, so as to remain a partaker in Him and with Him.

<opentext> If then one focuses in on the speaker, Father, then they will realize that life is given and sustained by each and every word that proceeds forth from His mouth. And if every word is of great importance, if one is lazy in their hearing, what can the consequences be for missing a few words?

<at-peace> not obtaining the victory    <disciple> death

<chosen> a distorted perception of what they thought was said

<mike`> an incomplete road map (problem on hearer's side)

<opentext> Let us consider for a moment, that Paul is currently talking with us about how we are attached to the vine. And if one begins to close off the graft, how long will it be before the proper amount of nourishment is prevented from getting from the vine to the branch?

<at-peace> immediately…a little leaven starts to leaven the whole lump

<greg> sooner than one usually realizes    <disciple> right away

<opentext> Rom 11:18-20, 18 Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the root thee. 19 Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that I might be graffed in. 20 Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, but fear: KJV

Rom 12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. (KJV)

1 Cor 10:12 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. (KJV)
<opentext> Now if one is always concerned with what the other branches are doing, will they be able to remain focused on that which the vine is asking of it [that particular branch]?

<disciple> nope    <chosen> no

<mike`> no... that is a trap: we need to cast down those comparing thoughts and focus back in on the hearer

2 Cor 10:12 For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise. (KJV)

<opentext> Exactly! If one is focusing in and on what others are doing, they will not be able to hear and receive all of the information that is vital, essential for them. One has to stay focused in and on the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus (Phil 3:14).

<opentext> Think about this for a moment, when ones concentration or thoughts are split between several things, how clearly are either of them heard?

<greg> a house divided begins to fall (Matt 12:25)
<mike`> neither - luke warm

<at-peace> a double minded man is unstable in all his ways (James 1:8)
<chosen> the roar will drown out the still small voice (1Kings 19:11-12)
<disciple> like static on a radio...hear a noise but can't understand

<opentext> Matt 6:22, The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. (KJV)

<opentext> Many times we are told that one should hear what the Spirit says unto the church, that is, that which is essential for life and growth in the vine. A constant, continual relationship with the vine, to receive all that it has for us. And this can not happen unless one is fully attentive to everything the vine has for us, and the proper instructions on how to utilize it

<opentext> Note in verse 20, that some of the branches were broken off because of unbelief; that is they failed to hear, receive and apply that which the vine had for them.

<opentext> The only way for the branch to stay attached is by faith. If one has no faith in the vine, how can they ever be dependent in it and on it?

<disciple> they cannot   <chosen> it would be impossible

<greg> without living water to nourish, the branch withers and can be easily broken off

bond - faith in the vine & it’s nourishment given
<opentext> Today, let each of us be mindful of each and every word that Father has for us.

Matt 4:4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. (KJV)
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