26 January 2004 Monday Bible study.

<chosen> thank you Father for all that which you have provided for us to enable us to walk this day by grace through faith in Christ Jesus, we pray that we will be quick to hear and obey only your voice .... we pray that we will utilize all that you have blessed us with, and remain thankful for them, which gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ, for your praise and glory.

<opentext> Rom 4:1-3, 1[BUT] IF so, what shall we say about Abraham, our forefather humanly speaking--[what did he] find out? [How does this affect his position, and what was gained by him?] 2 For if Abraham was justified ( established as just by acquittal from guilt) by good works [that he did, then] he has grounds for boasting. But not before God! 3 For what does the Scripture say? Abraham believed in (trusted in) God, and it was credited to his account as righteousness (right living and right standing with God).  AMP

<opentext> Now stop and ponder for a moment, how many people. imitate or copy what others are doing, thinking, hoping that it may cause them to find favor with God. Yet, is this really then anything more then vain repetitions?

<disciple> that is all it is...repeating something that somebody else is doing

<chosen> no, that’s all it is

<at-peace> no, our communication with Father is to be in Spirit and in truth, which for each individual would be a personal relationship.. not vain repetitions

<opentext> Abraham found favor with God, because He heard God, and then did that which God asked. Yet many imitate that which Abraham did, and think that this puts them in right standing with God. Just as many people show up at some building for several hours a week, and then think this causes them to be in favor with God.

<opentext> And why do people do this type of thing? Because they see someone else do it, whom they think may have a relationship with God.

<opentext> Abraham heard God, believed and trusted that which God spoke to him, and asked of Him. This is what found Abraham favor in the sight of God.

<opentext> How often do you do something, because it is what you have seen others do?

<disciple> used to in the past....am growing day by day to do what Father asks of me

<d-h> Father's Word asks of us to only follow people as they follow Christ........to follow their good example of following Christ

<opentext> How often is it that one will repeat that which they have heard others say, just because it sounded good; or maybe even appeased those around them?

<opentext> Those that operate in, live in the flesh, are not able to please God. Those that fellowship with God, must do so in the Spirit of Christ, by the revelation of the Word to them [as taught to them by His Spirit and not man], as to how to be that active participant in the divine nature of Christ [ a living member of the body of Christ].

<opentext> How often does one "think" that it takes something more then simple obedience to the Word, to be pleasing to God?

<disciple> many times most do

<at-peace> when one leans to their own understanding

<chosen> when trying to please Him by our works

 <opentext> Just as the wages of sin is death; so simple obedience to that which God asks of you, is the fulness of the gift of Christ.

<opentext> Rom 4:4-5, 4 Now to a laborer, his wages are not counted as a favor or a gift, but as an obligation (something owed to him). 5 But to one who, not working [by the Law], trusts (believes fully) in Him Who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited to him as righteousness (the standing acceptable to God). AMP

<opentext> Without faith, that is without one being able to hear the voice and counsel of God, delivered by and through Christ Jesus, how can one ever expect to please God, let alone find favor with Him? [For whatever is not of faith, is sin].

<d-h> j: they cannot

<at-peace> can't.... without faith it is impossible to please Him

<disciple> they can't

<d-h> g: it takes time to learn that truth

<chosen> they can't

<opentext> The people of Israel, thought that because they were of the physical seed of Abraham, that that was enough to justify them before God. They did not have a clue that the relationship that Abraham had with God was of the spiritual nature. Just as today, many think they will find favor of God by those whom they associate with, rather then recognizing that without the Spirit of Christ, they cannot be one of His.

<opentext> Yet, how easy is it to get caught up with that which one sees works for someone else, and then try or attempt to pattern their life after that example?

<disciple> can be easy if one is not maintaining their focus on what Father is asking of them

<at-peace> easy if seeking to please man and not God

<opentext> Paul tells us that the gospel of Jesus Christ was not taught to him by any man, rather that it came by revelation. Yet, do you always believe that God will reveal Himself to you? Or, do you look for some person to reveal God to you?

<opentext> Regardless of the vessel that God chooses to use to bring light or revelation to His Word, one must learn to hear and recognize His voice. One must learn to live and operate in the divine nature of Christ just as Jesus of Nazareth did, and set the path, the way established by the truth of God's Word, for us to follow after.
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