26 December 2005 Monday Bible study.

 
<greg> Father we come before you this day, to give thanks for the gift of Christ, freely given to all, to allow the love of God to be shed abroad in our hearts, and give us the glorious opportunity to partake of your divine nature, that is new and alive to all that are willing and obedient, through the example set by our forerunner, Jesus Christ.
 
<opentext> Rom 15:13 May the God of your hope so fill you with all joy and peace in believing [through the experience of your faith] that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound and be overflowing (bubbling over) with hope. AMP
 
<opentext> Now we need to be mindful of how just previous to this verse, Paul had been telling them to ignore people who had their noses up in the air, who had the presumption that they had exclusive rights to God.
<opentext> Now Paul begins to address those who would believe, and their hope in those things which they had heard pertaining to the truth.
 
<opentext> Rom 15:13, Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost. KJV
 
<opentext> The KJV states it just a bit differently, stating that our hope may abound. Now why is this important? Because we are each given the measure of faith. We are each given the measure of the gift of Christ. It is how one utilizes this gift, as to determine their ability to trust God, to believe in His promises.
<opentext> Now if a person believes that others received a greater portion then they did, can their faith and trust in God ever be fully developed?
<disciple> no, because they are looking at Father as a respecter of persons
<h-c> no...because they do not believe that God is no respecter of persons
<greg> they would trust more in the person than the message delivered for their benefit
<opentext> And when one thinks that God does play favorites, isn't that then when people often think that they can improve their standings by works?
<disciple> yes   <h-c> yes <greg> that’s when they start boasting, and forget the grace
 
<opentext> Phil 3:10, That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; KJV
 
<opentext> Note how Paul says, that "he" may know Him. The importance of the close, intimate and personal relationship with God. To be familiar with all aspects of that which one has obtained through their accepting this gift of God.
<opentext> Yet how often is it that people have a group mentality?
<disciple> sometimes one might remember the verse, one Lord, one faith and one baptism, but forget about the one that talks about working out your own salvation...an individual and personal relationship with Father
<greg> without the confidence and the ability to know Him, its let the group be true and God the liar
<opentext> Just as we saw in the previous chapter, how that each person shall have to give account of their own life to God. No riding anyone else’s coat-tails into the kingdom. Rom 14:12, So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God. KJV
<opentext> Thus we can see why Paul told Timothy to study to show himself approves unto God. That Timothy take the time and make the effort to rightly divide the Word of truth, not taking someone else’s interpretation for it, but rather going to the Father to find out exactly what He meant.
<opentext> It is only when one gives of themselves to God as one who has given the time and put forth the effort to grow the relationship that they will not be ashamed when they stand before Him. Thus why "your" hope, "your" confidence in those things which you have heard, is so important.
<opentext> Yet, how easy is it to want to agree with other people, rather then taking a stand with God?
<greg> to those that spend their lives pleasing people, very easy, to those that truly know Him, the power of His resurrection, taking a stand for our Father is truly and honor to be called one of His
<h-c> it is easy if all one knows is of being tossed to and fro
<opentext> If God be for me, who can be against me, the Word tells us. Yet, how difficult can this be when faced with a mob that one can see, and yet their vision of God is dim?
<disciple> it can be very difficult...the reason we should always maintain our relationship with Father, and keep renewing our mind in the Word
<greg> John 7:7The world cannot hate you; but me it hateth, because I testify of it, that the works thereof are evil. (KJV)
<greg> without truly knowing Him, and understanding His message of love, it would be very difficult to those that seek mans approval
<opentext> Thus we can see why in this verse that Paul said, "the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace"; all too often people look to other people to bolster their relationship with God. Yet, it is when we, the individual seek Him with all of our heart, it is then that one will find Him (not that He was ever lost0. It is when we put forth the effort, that then our relationship, our intimacy with Him will grow.
<opentext> To know the love of Christ which passes knowledge, that you "might" be filled with all of the fulness of God. It takes a personal relationship with Him, to get to know Him. A true relationship cannot be built on and by second hand knowledge.
<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
<greg> o/   <opentext> yes greg
<greg> John 14:17Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.18I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. (KJV)
<greg> if the gospel is hid, it is to those that have their minds blinded, but we are able to know him, He is with us always, and that intimacy is maintained to those that trust in Him and lean not unto their own understanding

<greg> and then we truly realize that God is with us, He is the truth, and every man is the liar
<opentext> And important to note how the Lord says that the world is not able to see or perceive Him. So few people ever realize the intimacy that Father wants to share with them, because they have taken other peoples opinions of who or what they think God is.
<opentext> any other questions or comments?
<greg> yes, that is truly the gift of God, that new wine so many reject
<greg> Col 2:2That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ;3In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. (KJV)
<greg> I think of all the gifts man has advertised the last month, and how great and precious a gift is available to all that would receive it
<opentext> And how so few see any value in this "gift" that God has placed before them.
<opentext> And this "gift" is free!!!!!
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