Bible Study Monday 26 August 2002

 

 

<chosen> we thank you Father for this time in your Word to learn more of you, so that we may be able to grow in you and do all things for only your approval this day...... we pray that we will hear all that you have to share with us and lay aside all distractions so that we may hear only your voice, through Christ Jesus our Lord

 

<opentext> Eph 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who

 hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:


<opentext> (KJV

 

<opentext> One does not always remember that as a child of God, they have been blessed with all spiritual blessings, in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Thus one can see why Paul said that we are to remain seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus. To keep our thoughts set above, not on things of this earth.

<opentext> Yet, how often does one allow the thoughts from down here, to control us, and thus rob one of their relationship with Father?

<diligently> at times that has happened.

<h-d> yes, we still do that at times

<at-peace> had allowed that in the past at times

<chosen> sometimes often

<Faithful> at times I still do, but have learned to ignore those things that are not of Father

<opentext> We have been blessed with "all" spiritual blessings in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus. Yet, does one always feel like they are adequately equipped for all that they may face each day?

 <chosen> no

<Faithful> not always

<diligently> no, not at all times.

<at-peace> should, but not always

<h-d> if we do not prepare ourselves, no

<opentext> How often does one compare themselves with others in the body, thinking that if they were where so and so was at, they would be able to more adequately face the challenges of each day?

<Faithful> i have done this

<diligently> have done that at times

<chosen> have done that before

<opentext> One must remember that God is not a respecter of persons. Each and every believer is able to be complete in Him. What it comes down to is in how well the individual has established and maintained their relationship with the Father, by and through Christ Jesus.

 

<opentext> Eph 4:13Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: (KJV)

 

<opentext> How often does one try to have unity with the fellow believers, rather then the unity in the faith?

 <opentext> The unity comes by and through the believers being united in the Word of truth. When the Message heard is that which was delivered by and through Christ Jesus, then the foundation will be the same, and those who are following Him, will find that there are no divisions. The common ground must be in the Message, not with mankind.

<opentext> It is when one hears and follows the Message delivered by and through Christ Jesus, that there is the unity of the faith. That is, they see the way or path that Jesus of Nazareth, the son of man prepared for us to walk in and follow.

 

<opentext> Ephesians 4:13 [The knowledge of the Son of God] A true understanding of the mystery of the incarnation; why God was manifest in the flesh, and why this was necessary in order to human salvation. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

<opentext> He was able to do and accomplish this, by being in obedience to the Spirit of Christ within Him.

<opentext> We fall short, when one fails to be in obedience to the Spirit of Christ within them.

<opentext> Note also what Paul says within Eph 4:13 unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 

<opentext> It is the stature or maturity that each person has in understanding God's love for us the individual. Yet, as mentioned earlier, how often does one think that everyone else has been given more to work with then they have?

<diligently> used to think that at times.

<chosen> at times

<at-peace> used to

 

<opentext> Ephesians 4:13 [Measure of the stature] The full measure of knowledge, love, and holiness, which the Gospel of Christ requires. Many preachers, and multitudes of professing people, are studious to find out how many imperfections and infidelities, and how much inward sinfulness, is consistent with a safe state in religion: but how few, very few, are bringing out the fair Gospel standard to try the height of the members of the church; whether they be fit for the heavenly army; whether their stature be such as qualifies them for the ranks of the Church militant! The measure of the stature of the fullness is seldom seen; the measure of the stature of littleness, dwarfishness, and emptiness, is often exhibited. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

<opentext> And this is what Clarke tries to point out here, is that all too often the people use the wrong standards to try to measure those who "they think" are great people of God, or for the church.

<opentext> The stature of the believer is determined by their relationship with, and working knowledge of God and His Word.

<opentext> How often does one see themselves, as having the ability to walk in the fulness of Christ?

<h-d> had not in the past, but do see it now

<at-peace> more than i used to, am growing in that area more each day

<diligently> have not looked at myself like that before, but when asked, yes, am growing up unto Father daily, to be pleasing to Him.

 

<opentext> Col 2:2, That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; (KJV)

 

<opentext> It is the love to and for God, that is the bond that ties His family together. The more one comes to an understanding, a working knowledge of God and His Word, the deeper that bond of love becomes.

<opentext> The more one is able to understand the mystery, the more one is able to see that ability which God has made available to them, the believer.

<opentext> You are complete in Him. However, one has to believe this for it to operate within their life. Today, will you walk in all that Father has for you?

<at-peace> yes

<diligently> yes

<h-d> yes

<chosen> yes

<Faithful> yes

<opentext> Eph 3:19And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. (KJV)
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