26 April 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and this time of fellowship that you have prepared for us for encouragement and strength to remain faithful and obedient to all that you ask of us this day that in all things you would be glorified through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 12:6-7, 6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; 7 Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; KJV

 

<opentext> We are saved by grace through faith, and that not of ourselves, but it is the gift of God. So what do you think then determines the proportion of faith that one operates with?

<disciple> the proportion of time they spend listening to Father in His Word, maturing and renewing their mind in Christ

<helpmate> all depends on how one trains themselves in the Word....2 Tim 2:15
Eph 2:8-10 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. (KJV)

<opentext> God has poured out His Spirit upon all flesh (Acts 2:17). He has made the fulness of the gift of Christ available to all that will believe (Eph 4:7). But, does one always receive the grace [unmerited favor] that God makes available to them?

<helpmate> not always     <chosen> no
<opentext> Isn't it true, that we will often accept God's grace in some areas of our life, and yet reject it in other areas? And why is this?

<disciple> yes...some areas we won't accept it in, because we allow the lower nature, rather than faith to rule
<opentext> People allow the lower nature to have subjection over the spirit for a number of reasons; guilt, listening to the wrong voice; His people perish for a lack of knowledge (Hosea 4:6); not utilizing all that which God has made available to them. But doesn't it then all come down to unbelief; the fact that we will not trust God in that area of our life?

<chosen> yes   <helpmate> yes, that is true

<at-peace> whatever is not of faith is sin (Rom 14:23)     <disciple> yes

<helpmate> in those areas we have leaned to our own understanding 
Prov 3:5Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. (KJV)

<opentext> Trust in the Lord with "all" of your heart, and lean not to your own understanding. Learning to trust God, so that we are able to yield ourselves to God a living sacrifice.  And this we can do by renewing our mind by our fellowship in the Word with Him. Being that active participant in and of His divine nature which is given to us.
Rom 12:1-2 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. (KJV)

Rom 6:19 I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness. (KJV)

Col 3:5-10 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them. But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created  him: (KJV)

<opentext> So it is when one has yielded themselves to God and His Word that He is able to speak in and through them.

<opentext> And again, let us keep in mind that these things we are discussing in these verses, is all determined by how much one has yielded themselves to God, so that they are able to be used by Him.

<opentext> Now ministering also means serving. And we should recall that the Lord said that those who want to be great in His kingdom, have to learn to be the servant of all.
Mark 10:44-45 And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all. For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. (KJV)

<opentext> How often do you like to be the servant to all? Or does one have the tendency to play favorites at times?

<helpmate> the flesh always wants to play favorites, that is why we need to study so Father will approve all that we say or do

<disciple> we should always yield to Father wherever He leads, regardless of our own preferences
Acts 10:34 Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: (KJV)

Gal 2:6 But of these who seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it maketh no matter to me: God accepteth no man's person:) for they who seemed to be somewhat in conference added nothing to me: (KJV)

2 Cor 5:16 Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.(KJV)
It is the Spirit that quickeneth, the flesh profits nothing.
<opentext> Looking at the analogy of the car again; what if one never bothered checking or changing the oil, what would eventually happen to the car? Do you think you would make your destination if you neglected the oil? Or the tires?

<disciple> no

<helpmate> the oil would either get so dirty or so low, that it would cause the engine to cease and quit working
<opentext> One could wax and polish and shine their car so that it looked the best in their town, but if the oil or tires were severely neglected, what good would a good looking car do you?

<helpmate> none at all…that is why we should not neglect the gift within us

<chosen> none

<at-peace> none... outward appearance is nothing, it is what is within that matters (the hidden man of the heart 1Peter 3:4)

<disciple> none
<opentext> We have to yield ourselves to God, so that one is able to present His Word to whomever Father asks us to, whenever He asks us to, regardless of the external circumstances.
2 Tim 4:2-5 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. (KJV)

<opentext> Today, you have to be willing to accept God's grace in and for your life, so that your trust [faith] in Him will allow you to be that useable vessel, to minister to whomever Father asks you to.
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