Bible Study Friday 26 April 2002


Can’t one compare gossip to the example of leaven?


1 Corinthians 5:6 Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? KJV


Definition for leaven: 2219  zume- 1) leaven  2) metaphorically, used of inveterate mental and moral corruption, viewed in its tendency to infect others;  Leaven is applied to that which, though small in quantity, yet by its influence thoroughly pervades a thing; either in a good sense as in the parable Matt. 13:33; or in a bad sense, of a pernicious influence, "a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump" (Thayer’s)

 

[Your glorying is not good.] You are triumphing in your superior knowledge, and busily employed in setting up and supporting your respective teachers, while the church is left under the most scandalous corruptions-- corruptions which threaten its very existence if not purged away. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

The principle back of the need of discipline is here. "Never say by way of excuse that after all it's only one case. Only one, but it will infect the whole group. Sin always spreads and contaminates if left alone, just as poison, weeds, and cancer do. Therefore. Decisive action is necessary. (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

One must remember that faith is by hearing; hearing, and obeying the message delivered by the Word of God, Christ. Fear is by hearing and acting in and upon the lie or lies of the devil. So, one must always be attentive to what they are giving ear to. One must utilize the ability given to them, to discern between good and evil. To rightly divide the Word of truth.

 

How often does one think to themselves, but it is just a little sin? Yet, one must understand that it was from a little sin, that the big sins developed from. Just as it only takes a spark to start a major forest fire, thus, it only takes a little lie, a little gossip to pervert one’s faith.

 

Hebrews 3:13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. KJV

 

Hebrews 4:1-2 Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it. 2 For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. KJV
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