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<opentext> Father, we come before you throne through Jesus Christ our Lord and saviour. We ask Father, that your Holy Spirit be our teacher this day, that we would hear that which you have for us...the daily bread that we have need of to sustain us this day. 

<opentext> the bread that mourishes our spirit man....and the living waters that refesh us.....

<opentext> We thank you Father, for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us.....and we give you Father, and you alone, all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord, brother and mediator.........

<mizpah^> amen!

<Stowe> amen

<opentext> @read ephesians 6:14

<Chatbot> (ephesians 6:14) -- Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;

<opentext> we are still on the girdle of truth this morning

<opentext> We have to rightly divide the Word of truth! We have to keep man's ideas and opinions out of the way. His Word, and His Word alone has to be the light to our every step that we take. This can only happen as we give ear to Father's counsel. As we give ear to Father's counsel, it will illuminate the next step that we need to take, that we may continue to grow in God's Word.

<opentext> look at 2Tim 2:15-16 out of the Weymouth translation

<opentext> "Earnestly seek to commend yourself to God as a servant who, because of his straightforward dealing with the Word of truth, has no reason to feel any shame. But from irreligious and frivolous talk hold aloof, for those who will indulge in it will proceed from bad to worse in impiety, and their teachings will spread like a running sore." 2Tim 2:15-16, Weymouth translation.

<opentext> 2 Tim 2:15-16, 15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 16 But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness. (KJV)

<opentext> many times as we look at other translations, it gives us a much deeper view of what Father is trying to say to us

<opentext> Weymouths trans. lets us see these verses a bit more clearly....as we look at these verses

<opentext> @read 1corinthians 15:33

<Chatbot> (1corinthians 15:33) -- Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners.

<opentext> @read amos 3:3

<Chatbot> (amos 3:3) -- Can two walk together, except they be agreed?

<opentext> many times...we allow oursleves to take on the characteristics of those that we surround ourselves with

<opentext> But shun profane and vain babblings: 

<opentext> what does profane mean to you?

<mizpah^> not clean

<Stowe> swearing, vulgar words, blasphamous language

<opentext> profane =  to violate or treat with irreverence.

<opentext> violate =  to break or disregard a promise.

<opentext> what are vain words?

<mizpah^> words that are of no use or with no purpose

<opentext> Vain = void of any real value.

<Stowe> words that usually build "I" up ... or boast about "me"

<opentext> very good answers

<opentext> You have to study, (renew your mind), seeking only Father's approval and sanctions. We have to learn where our place is; we are to be seated in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. You have to take hold of that which Father has placed before you. It is much easier to be held accountable to man, since they can not see all that we do, or be with us all the time. Father however, is always with us, and nothing escapes His eyesight.

<opentext> Father has never told us that it would be easy while we are here on this earth, in this fleshly body. He did tell us that He would be here to teach us and guide us with His Holy Spirit, if we would but hear what He has to say. ( Jn 14:26, Jn 16:13, 1Jn 2:27)

<opentext> We have been programmed since before we can remember, on how to be fearful, and what to be fearful of. Fear is the exact opposite of faith. Faith can only come as we give ear to what Father is saying to us, and then putting those words into action in our life. 

<opentext> Fear comes by hearing what the devil has to say, and allowing them to be the operating force in our lives. For the most part, the majority of people, have spent the biggest part of their lives feeding their fears, instead of faith in God and His Word.

<opentext> faith = Word of God.......fear = word of the devil..father of lies

<opentext> The truth is God's Word to us, each of us as His individual child. God cannot lie! Yet, the majority of the time, we are quicker to hear the lies of the devil, ( lies = fear ), then we are to the truth. The majority fail to recognize how much they continue to feed these fears.

<mizpah^> and it is such a wonderful blessing to be able to unload the burden of fear

<opentext> @read 2timothy 1:7

<Chatbot> (2timothy 1:7) -- For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.

<opentext> power of God= Christ

<opentext> love = for God so loved you (insert your name here) that He gave His only begotten Son, that you might have eternal life with Him

<opentext> For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love

<opentext> and the sound mind comes when we put the first to into action

<mizpah^> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah^> yesterday when I unloaded a burden of fear...

<mizpah^> I felt such peace and worry leave my mind...and thought I was even feeling fear, but I was...

<mizpah^> I can relate to that scripture very well, now

<mizpah^> was=wasn't even feeling

<mizpah^> with a sound mind, we are able to receive the Word much easier

<opentext> if we rememebr the basics of the Word...and allow these verses to minister to us the way Father intended...we then are able to allow them to work and minister to us in our lives

<rabbit> truth and understanding of god's word is the finest armour man can recieve

<Stowe> o/

<opentext> exactly...Father's armour does not rust, rot, decay or crumble

<opentext> yes stowe

<Stowe> what type of "power" is he talking about here?

<opentext> @read 1corinthians 1:24

<Chatbot> (1corinthians 1:24) -- But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.

<opentext> Christ is the power of God

<opentext> @read 2corinthians 5:17

<Chatbot> (2corinthians 5:17) -- Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

<mizpah^> It is anything that we need in any situation, right? Whether words, strength, peace, right?

<opentext> when we become that new creation, that is the power that comes into our life

<Stowe> okay thanks

<rabbit> For each of us must learn to look to our hearts for the truth and allow the sword of the Lord's truth to be formed in his unquenchable holy fire that we may cut Men's hearts  that they might be open to the the Words

<opentext> Christ is the Word of God , correct?

<Stowe> yes

<mizpah^> absolutely

<opentext> the more we learn of the Word, the more of that power we have operating in our life

<opentext> @read ephesians 4:7

<Chatbot> (ephesians 4:7) -- But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.

<opentext> and if we have been given the measure of the gift....how do we release this in our life?

<mizpah^> receive it

<opentext> @read john 8:32

<Chatbot> (john 8:32) -- And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

<Stowe> through knowing the Word, and walking in faith

<opentext> @read john 8:31

<Chatbot> (john 8:31) -- Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;

<mizpah^> through accepting Christ

<opentext> exactly stowe......studying the Word for Father's approval

<mizpah^> we won't know what we got unless we read the Manuel

<opentext> exactly....reading the Christian Operations Manual...the Bible

<opentext> as it becomes a way of life for us....it is then that Power of God...Christ that is in operation in our life

<opentext> the more of the Word we allow to become real and operational in our life, the greater that power becomes

<opentext> (john 8:32) -- And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

<opentext> Just as when one builds a house, it is essential that it be set on a solid and sure foundation. The same is true in our Christian walk; we need a sure foundation in God's Word. Not man's philosophies, traditions, or any other such thing that will hinder or block our path to Father's house. We have to have an understanding of who we serve, and why we serve Him.

<opentext> The Roman soldiers had garments that were some what loose in fit. This was so that it did not restrict their movements, or be of a hindrance to them when confronted by the enemy. The girdle, the foundation piece of the armor, was used to pull in all the loose ends of the garments; so as not to leave anything exposed that would otherwise be grabbed or snagged by the enemy.

<opentext> The  truth of God's Word, ( Jn 17:17 ), is what sets us free from all the snares and traps of the devil and his workers. They will use these snares and traps to try to get us to leave the straight and narrow path that leads to Father's house. 

<opentext> The truth eliminates all loose ends, when we study for Father's approval. As Father works with us, and we hear and obey His Word, He leaves no loose ends for us to become trapped or ensnared with.

<opentext> have you noticed as the Word becomes clearer to you....how you are not tripped up by those passages any more

<mizpah^> yes, I sure do

<mizpah^> the more I learn, the clearer the Word becomes

<opentext> and...it also makes plain to us how man has twisted many of those verses to suit his needs..and not Father's

<Stowe> yes, and that's why I ask a question when I'm not sure ... to do away with misconceptions I may have learned ..

<mizpah^> me, too

<opentext> amen stowe...

<opentext> Father always has time to answer

<opentext> Col 2:8-10, 8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: (KJV)

<opentext> we all remember verses 9 & 10....but very seldom read verse 8

<opentext> when we recognize verse 8, and seek Father's counsel...then verses 9 and 10 can be in operation in our life

<opentext> one of the things that we have to see

<opentext> was Jesus of Nazareth a man like you and I?

<mizpah^> besides being perfect, you mean?

<Stowe> yes, in that He was tempted in every way like us, no in that he was sinless

<mizpah^> yes, He was

<opentext> exactly.....and is Father a respecter of persons (man)?

<Stowe> no

<opentext> @read romans 8:9

<mizpah^> He was perfect because H didn't yeild to tempation

<Chatbot> (romans 8:9) -- But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

<opentext> Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

<opentext> note the last half of that verse

<opentext> *any* man

<opentext> did that include Jesus of Nazareth?

<mizpah^> yes

<Stowe> yes

<opentext> exactly.....otherwise Father would be a respecter of persons

<opentext> Jesus of Nazarteh always obeyed the Spirit of Christ...we do not :-(

<opentext> the more we study at Father's feet, the less mistakes we make...because we allow His Word to become a way of life for us, just as Jesus Christ did all the time

<opentext> the more we see of the mystery of the gospel, the clearer the Word becomes to us....and the harder it is to comprehend why others can not see it

<opentext> You are complete in Him! This can only happen, as we take all that Father has made available to us, and allow it to operate in our life. "And having your loins girded about with truth." In Christ you are lacking nothing. 

<opentext> However, you have to continue in the Word on a day by day basis. You have to take the time each day to properly feed your spirit man. Father has done all that He can for us to have eternal life, now the remainder is in your hands. What are you doing about it?

<opentext> @read psalms 118:24

<Chatbot> (psalms 118:24) -- This is the day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.

<opentext> today is NOW faith

<opentext> feeding my spirit man today....

<opentext> Phil 1:6, Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: (KJV)

<opentext> how many that you know are confident in the Word?

<Stowe> not many

<opentext> exactly stowe...they have placed their confidence in a man...not the Word of God

<opentext> if anyone would follow me, they will see enough mistakes to give up one God

<opentext> if they follow the Word...they will have confidence

<opentext> How confident are you of what Father has started in you? How confident are you that Father will continue this work in you as you continue to seek Him? 

<opentext> When we continue in God's Word, seeking His approval only, we will then begin to acquire Father's wisdom and knowledge. This is what is going to determine our relationship with Him. For they that worship God, must worship Him in Spirit and in truth. Father's wisdom and knowledge leaves no loose ends!

<Stowe> a lot more confident than I was a week ago!

<opentext> PYL

<opentext> and it is the Word stowe...not any man that has given you this confidence

<Stowe> yes

<opentext> @read 1corinthians 1:30

<Chatbot> (1corinthians 1:30) -- But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:

<opentext> @read ephesians 4:14

<Chatbot> (ephesians 4:14) -- That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

<opentext> now look at the Weymouth for that verse

<opentext> "So we shall no longer be babes nor shall we resemble mariners tossed on the waves and carried about with every changing wind of doctrine according to man's cleverness and  unscrupulous cunning, making use of every shifting device to mislead. But we shall lovingly hold onto the truth, and shall in all respects grow up into union with Him who is our head, even Christ." Ephesians 4:14 Weymouth translation.

<opentext> But we shall lovingly hold onto the truth, 

<opentext> In Viet Nam, many of the battles or skirmishes that were fought, were in jungle terrain. The tactics used for this kind of warfare used was commonly called an ambush or guerilla style of warfare. In this type of combat, one would learn to blend in with the surrounding terrain, and conceal yourself as much as possible so as to avoid detection. 

<opentext> Then, when the enemy came by, you would strike when they least expected it, and you could inflict the greatest harm to them. The better the planning, the better the concealment, the more devastating the results.

<opentext> The purpose of this, was to inflict quick damage to the enemy, and cause confusion and disarray. Once you had sprung the ambush, you would immediately use your preset escape route, and meet at a predetermined place. Once there, you would set up again, hoping the enemy was following. (This tactic was used by both sides.)

<opentext> If you do not know the Word of God, the  devil and his troops are waiting to ambush you. They are very well concealed to anyone that does not know Father or hear His instructions. 

<opentext> (When is the last time, you were able to expose a wolf in sheep's clothing?) The devil and his workers, will be waiting for you when you are least expecting it. When you are most relaxed and unaware, this is when they will hit, and hope that you will blindly chase after them.

<mizpah^> yep

<opentext> does the devil play by any rules?

<Stowe> nope

<mizpah^> no

<opentext> The only way for a believer to avoid this from happening, is by having and maintaining a working knowledge of the truth of God's Word. Not by man's traditions! Not by man made doctrines! Not by church laws or by-laws, which are established by man, to control other men.

<opentext> 2 Cor 5:16-17, 16 Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more. 17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. (KJV)

<Stowe> o/

<opentext> we become a new creation in Christ....this what sets us free, and will keep us free, as long as we continue in His Word

<opentext> yes stowe

<Stowe> does the "new creation in Christ" happen as soon as we receive salvation?

<opentext> exactly

<Stowe> so the freedom comes as we learn who we are in Christ

<opentext> the very moment we accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and saviour, that transformation takes place

<opentext> exactly stowe

<Stowe> okay, thanks

<opentext> the more of the Word we know, the more liberty we have in Christ

<opentext> and the more our confidence grows

<opentext> In Viet Nam, one learned to detect the enemy by many different and diverse ways. Sometimes by smelling, or by hearing, or sight, and at times even by observing the behavior of the animals in the jungle. The better one learned his surroundings, and all that was in it, the better ones odds were for surviving.

<Stowe> that is why some are "new creations" but still seem in bondage ... because they don't know who they are in Christ?

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> they never have time for God and His Word...but have time for everything else

<mizpah^> eyp

<mizpah^> yep

<Stowe> okay .. just wanted to make sure I was understanding

<opentext> stowe...how much was you spirit man fed last sunday at the building you attended?

<Stowe> oh dear, not very much if at all ....

<Stowe> all I seemed to be seeing  was the "error" in the preaching of the message

<opentext> and how many others there were depending on that for their spirtual food for the week?

<Stowe> about 300 people

<opentext> and if you felt violated...and they felt fed...what does that tell you about them?

<Stowe> well ... some I'm sure do devotions .. 

<Stowe> they're not in the Word ... or do not have an understanding of the Word

<opentext> most devotions are someone elses words and thoughts...will that feed anyone?

<Stowe> no

<mizpah^> that is what most preaching it, also

<opentext> how can these people spot an ambush by the devil and or his workers?

<Stowe> they can't

<opentext> exactly....and this is the deception the devil has the so called *church* in

<opentext> How about in the spiritual realm? Have you taken all of the truth that Father has made available to you, or have you just taken a "little dab"? We are in a spiritual battle, and what is at stake is your spiritual life, and where you will spend eternity. Why is it that man will do so much to preserve his physical life, and yet do little in regards to where he will spend eternity?

<Stowe> because to most the physical is "seeable"  where eternity isn't .... 

<opentext> exactly....and i long to leave this world...not stay here...and yet i know what Father's Word says...so for now it is more expedient that i be here

<mizpah^> they think they have plenty of time for spiritual things later

<opentext> and yet...NO MAN...knows the day or the hour

<Stowe> sometimes we think if we have accepted salvation ... that's all we need to do ... our eternity is secure

<opentext> again...false doctrine that has crept into the church

<opentext> Matt 24:36-38

<opentext> 36But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.

<opentext> 37But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.

<opentext> 38For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark,

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> sound like a description of todays world?

<mizpah^> yes

<Stowe> and were "they" the believes?

<Stowe> believers?

<opentext> Matt 7:21-23

<opentext> 21Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.

<opentext> 22Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?

<opentext> 23And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.

<opentext> (KJV)

<mizpah^> couldn't have been believers or they would have been in the ark, right?

<opentext> they did many wonderful things in what they thought was His name...and yet what is His response to them?

<mizpah^> He never knew them

<Stowe> He said he never knew them

<opentext> i am sure there were many that thought they were living for God...but only the righteous were allowed on the ark

<opentext> and yet what about many of the wonderful works they said they did in His name?

<Stowe> He told them their work was that of iniquity ... or evil

<opentext> the Word is full of warnings...we just do not heed them

<opentext> exactly stowe

<opentext> they were playing church...not being the church

<opentext> We are walking through a jungle called life. We have to be aware of all the trickery of the devil, so as not to be caught in any of his ambushes. He can strike at anytime, unless we are grounded in the truth of God's Word. His Word is what will illuminate our every step, exposing any and all trip-wires, booby traps, or any other such device that would keep us from getting to Father's house.

<opentext> If we are not rooted and grounded in the Word, how will we be able to spot the deviations from the truth that the devil and his cohorts might put in our path? We can get ourselves maimed or killed spiritually, by not knowing the truth. 

<opentext> What makes matters worse, is that we have those that are watching our example, and we can lead them to the same destruction as well. All it takes is one mistake, and we can destroy ourselves, and any that may be following. What kind of example are you setting?

<opentext> Matt 18:6-7, 6 But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea. 7 Woe unto the world because of offences! for it must needs be that offences come; but woe to that man by whom the offence cometh! (KJV)

<opentext> how many really hear the seriousness of these verses?

<opentext> many want the respect given a teacher of the Word...but few see the depth of it....

<opentext> they do not see that it is a matter of life and death

<opentext> and, that we will be held responsible for what we teach as the Word of God

<Stowe> yes, even Sunday School teachers

<opentext> i, myself, will noly teach the ares that Father has opened up to me...no more...and no less

<opentext> exactly stowe

<opentext> > i, myself, will only teach the areas that Father has opened up to me...no more...and no less

<opentext> 1 Pet 2:1-3, 1 Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, 2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby: 3 If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious. (KJV)

<opentext> any true preacher of the Word, will *alway* point the people to Father through Jesus Christ

<opentext> James 3:1-2, 1 My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation. 2 For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body. (KJV)

<opentext> 1320  didaskalos (did-as'-kal-os);

<opentext> from 1321; an instructor (genitive case or specially): 

<opentext> KJV-- doctor, master, teacher.

<opentext> this is why we are to have an answer for every man that *asks* of the hope that is in us

<opentext> Col 1:27-28

<opentext> 27To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:

<opentext> 28Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus:

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> notice the mystery again

<Stowe> yes ..

<opentext> notice, *the answer*........ which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:

<opentext> @read 1peter 3:15

<Chatbot> (1peter 3:15) -- But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:

<opentext> I pray that you are beginning to see the importance of securing the truth about you? This is the foundation piece of our relationship with Father through Jesus Christ. 

<opentext> This is God's armor! It has to be the truth according to God's Word; not man's traditions, doctrines, or any other such thing that takes away from God. We must not forget that all men do not have your eternal welfare in their hearts. If you know the truth, the truth will make you free

<opentext> For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ!

<opentext> It is the grace and truth by Jesus Christ; that allows us to spot the ambushes and tricks of the devil. It allows us to see and expose those who are but wolves in sheep's clothing. As we press toward the mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus, all the shadows are at the backside, as we push forward towards the light. The shadows will only bother you, if you are going the wrong direction. Which direction are you heading?

<opentext> Has the truth become the foundation of your relationship with God?  Has the truth of God's Word set you free?

<mizpah^> yes it has

<Stowe> sure is!

<opentext> so, as we can see, there is more to just reading these verses............

<shiloh> definately

<opentext> we have to hear all that Father is saying to us in them

<opentext> do you want to start on the breastplate this morning?

<Stowe> yes!

<shiloh> indeed

<mizpah^> yes

<opentext> @read ephesians 6:14

<Chatbot> (ephesians 6:14) -- Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;

<opentext> what does the word righteousness mean to you?

<mizpah^> purity

<Stowe> right standing ...

<shiloh> right with God

<opentext> 1343  dikaiosune (dik-ah-yos-oo'-nay); righteousness; from 1342; equity (of character or act); specially (Christian) justification:  KJV--righteousness. 1343  dikaiosune- 1) in a broad sense: state of him who is as he ought to be, righteousness, the condition acceptable to God  a) the doctrine concerning the way in which man may attain a state approved of God  b) integrity, virtue, purity of life, rightness, correctness of thinking feeling, and acting  2)

<opentext> the virtue which gives each his due.

<opentext> all great answers

<opentext> when do we get this right standing with God?

<mizpah^> when we get salvation

<Stowe> when we receive salvation?

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:30, But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: (KJV)

<opentext> as we then continue in the Word...we maintain this right standing with God

<opentext> what happens when we stray from the straight and narrow path?

<opentext> @read 1john 1:9

<Chatbot> (1john 1:9) -- If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

<Stowe> we go backwards ... into confusion and darkness

<opentext> exactly...and as fast as we ask Father for forgiveness through Jesus Christ...what happens?

<Stowe> He cleanses us from all unrighteousness .... sets us back on the path

<mizpah^> He forgives us

<opentext> axactly.....thier you answers together and you have it

<opentext> If you will recall, that for the last several studies, we have been talking about establishing ourselves in God's truth....His Word! Now we have come to the breastplate of righteousness. Are you aware of what it is that Father has made available to you for protecting the heart? 

<opentext> Most people do not have any idea of what Father has made available to us through Jesus Christ. Most, are more apt to believe what others tell them they think the Word has to say; but will never go to the source for themselves. You, have to take the time to go to the Operation's  Manual, (Bible), to see Father's intended purpose for all that He has made available to the believer.

<opentext> Isa 64:6, But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. (KJV)

<opentext> many try to operate in their own righteousness....

<opentext> this happens when we operate without Jesus Christ

<opentext> but...what does Isaiah means when describing our righteousness as filty rags?

<Stowe> just like filthy rags they have no value, in fact they stink!

<mizpah^> that it is our own rightousness

<opentext> ok....

<mizpah^> It is not the rightousness of Christ

<opentext> yes....ket me show you the Hebrew def of filthy...and rags

<opentext> ket=let

<opentext> 5708  `ed (ayd); filthy; from an unused root meaning to set a period [compare 5710, 5749]; the menstrual flux (as periodical); by implication (in plural) soiling:  KJV-- filthy.  ***. `od. 

<opentext> 899  beged (behg'-ed); rags; from 898; a covering, i.e. clothing; also treachery or pillage:  KJV-- apparel, cloth (-esing,), garment, lap, rag, raiment, robe, X very [treacherously], vesture, wardrobe.

<opentext> Just being a good person, will not get us into the kingdom of God! Our own coverings of righteousness are given by Isaiah, quite descriptively. Yet, many of us go about to establish our own righteousness, apart from salvation through and by Jesus Christ. If it is your righteousness that is protecting your heart, what do you think that your odds of survival are? You have two choices when one operates in and on their own righteousness; slim and none. Slim h

<opentext> there can only be new life in Christ......

<opentext> our righteousness can only bring about death

<opentext> this is why we have to recognize where our righeousness has to come from

<opentext> Isa 64:7, And there is none that calleth upon thy name, that stirreth up himself to take hold of thee: for thou hast hid thy face from us, and hast consumed us, because of our iniquities. (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Cor 5:21, For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. (KJV)

<opentext> God is our Father; Jesus Christ is His Son, and our mediator. Father has given us specific directions and instructions in His Word, on how we are to obtain access to His throne of grace. However, the problem arises when we spend more time listening to man's opinions and doctrines, then we do to Father's Word. Can you tell me why this is?

<opentext> We put ourselves in the position of being accountable to other people, (which is the easy way out), rather than studying for Father's approval. (It is much easier to satisfy man, then it is to please Father.) We have the tendency, to try to appease our fellow man and gain his approval. Why is this? Will they have the final say on whether or not you gain entrance into the kingdom of God?

<Stowe> laziness, we look for man's approval rather than God's, ignorance of the Word

<mizpah^> we have been trained to do that all our lives...or I have

<opentext> very good stowe

<opentext> yes miz...exactly

<opentext> we have believed everything we have heard from the pulpit...which is why at this ime of year we have wise men standing around the manger scene

<opentext> we never go to the Word, to see if all that we hear is from God's Word

<opentext> did the Bereans believe Paul?

<Stowe> no, they checked it out in the Word first

<mizpah^> no, they checked everything he said in the Word

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> and this is what we have to learn to do....check everything out aginst the Word of God

<Stowe> o/

<opentext> yes stowe

<Stowe> sometimes though (and this happens often) you can be reading right along in the word with the preacher/teacher and still get a wrong interpretation .... so how do you check it out?

<opentext> have you ever been doing that, and you sense something inside you stirring?

<Stowe> yes

<opentext> as we grow in the Word

<opentext> we are able to sense the leadings of the Holy Spirit

<opentext> who will lead us into the truth

<mizpah^> and the more we study the Word the stronger those senses become

<opentext> and many times the HS will be warnings us that something is amiss, but we have not yet learned to hear and heed His warnings

<opentext> exactly miz

<mizpah^> o/

<opentext> Heb 5:14

<opentext> 14But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah^> It's like when we don't use our muscles, they get weak...we have to exercise our Spirit to keep the sense sharp

<mizpah^> We do that by studying the Word

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> notice the verse above...discernment is for those on the meat of the Word, not the milk of the Word

<Stowe> and as we study the Word we learn to tie the scripture together .. instead of it being seperated ...

<opentext> exactly stowe

<opentext> the more we grow in the Word, the more we see how it all fits on *the cornerstone* Christ

<opentext> line upon line...precept upon precept

<opentext> We can hide a lot of things from our fellow man. We can do many things that they will never know. However, with Father, what is there that He does not know? What is there that you can hide from Him? 

<mizpah^> nothing

<Stowe> absolutely nothing

<opentext> correct

<opentext> Gen 3:8-13, 8 And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. 9 And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? 

<opentext> 10 And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. 11 And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? 12 And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. 13 And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled

<opentext> Adam and Eve had done wrong! So, they tried to hide from God. Have you ever tried to hide yourself from God? Why? 

<Stowe> shame

<opentext> yes, they knew they had done wrong

<opentext> and they were ashamed...so they hid

<opentext> Yet, is this not exactly what we are doing when we try to act and operate in and on our own righteousness? 

<opentext> Is this not what happens when we make ourselves accountable to man instead of God? We hide in the bushes from God, thinking that Father cannot see us; and wait for someone to come by that we know that we can deceive.

<Stowe> yes

<opentext> Without the breastplate of Jesus Christ's righteousness, we are naked and exposed before Father. (You have to keep in mind, that our righteousness is as stinky rags that Isaiah describes.) If the breastplate from God's armory is not in position over our heart, are we not naked before God? Also, all of our sins are in the open for Him to see; and judge a righteous judgement? Without the breastplate of Jesus Christ we have no mediator to intercede in our be

<opentext> @read 1timothy  2:5

<Chatbot> (1timothy 2:5) -- For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;

<opentext> Prov 4:20-22, 20 My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. 21 Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart. 22 For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh. (KJV)

<opentext> @read 3john 1:2

<Chatbot> (3john 1:2) -- Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.

<opentext> Who's word have  we put more credence in, God or man? Without God's Word in our heart, what is there for your protection? If we are having problems in our life, whose fault is it, ours or Fathers?

<Stowe> ours

<opentext> exactly....why?

<opentext> In Romans 10:17, Paul tells us by the Spirit of God, that faith (our ability to believe and act upon God's Word ), comes only by our hearing God's Word, and giving our full attention to what He is saying to us. This is the same thing that the writer of Proverbs is saying to us in the above verses. You have to be His child to be able to hear His voice, and understand His counsel. You, have to attend to His Word.

<Stowe> because we are not living in the Spirit of Christ

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> If you were an attendant for a dignitary, and they caught you drifting in thoughts, and paying more attention to someone else, what do you think they would say to you? 

<opentext> The same holds true for your job. If you were paying more attention to someone else's duties, and the boss caught you, what would your employer have to say to you? In essence, would you not be stealing from them?

<mizpah^> yes

<Stowe> yes

<opentext> Is this not exactly what we do with Father? He is always trying to speak to us, but we occupy our ears with other conversations. 

<opentext> We want to listen to people that make us feel good, and those that will stir our emotions. We allow our attention to sway by those that say the things that we want to hear; rather then hearing and listening to Father's Word. It is His Word that will open to us the righteousness of Jesus Christ. It is only the righteousness of Jesus Christ that will allow us to go boldly unto the throne of grace in a time of need.

<opentext> So, if we are attending to someone and not giving heed to their instructions, would this not be the same as being lukewarm? 

<Stowe> yes

<opentext> If it is something that is said, that will directly affect us, then we are all ears. However, if it seems like just another menial task, we are much less enthusiastic about what is being said. The majority of the time, we will not do the menial task that Father asks of us, since it does not make us seem important.

<opentext> What we fail to see and hear, is that all that Father has to say to us, is a matter of spiritual life and death. Father has our eternal well being in His foremost thought. True, it may not always be what the flesh wants to hear, but it is essential for our spiritual growth and well being.

<opentext> By keeping His Word in front of your eyes, it will be the Light to your path, that will illuminate the straight and narrow path that leads to Father's house. 

<opentext> Father and His Word will then appoint your each and every step. It is only by this righteousness of Jesus Christ that these words will stay in our hearts. This is what protects the new life that we have been given. This is what will sustain the new creation. This can only happen, as we allow Jesus Christ to remain the Lord and savior of our life.

<opentext> Father and His Word will then appoint your each and every step. It is only by this righteousness of Jesus Christ that these words will stay in our hearts. This is what protects the new life that we have been given. This is what will sustain the new creation. This can only happen, as we allow Jesus Christ to remain the Lord and savior of our life.

<opentext> oops

<opentext> 2 Cor 2:14, Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. (KJV)

<opentext> Phil 4:13, I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. (KJV)

<mizpah^> amen

<opentext> it is through Jesus Christ that all of our spiritual abitlity comes

<opentext> it is this righteousness that covers and protects our heart....

<opentext> ...we will pick up here tomorrow

<opentext> any questions?

<opentext> anyone not get fed spiritually?

<mizpah^> Father just keeps blessing us with more and more everyday

<Stowe> yes!

<opentext> each and every day is an adventure in the Word

<mizpah^> that's right

<Stowe> it really is

<mizpah^> PYL

<opentext> it does not line up with what man has taught them so they flee

<opentext> i think it is neat when we see how much there is in each verse...when we take the time to hear Father

<Stowe> yes and also how we can tie the verses together to get the true meaning of the scripture ...

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> it always shows me where a person is when they tell me the Bible contradicts itself

<Stowe> one of the things I'm really noticing is how often my pastor uses the name of Christ or Jesus ...

<Stowe> sometimes I think  ... wow I think he really understands the mystery because he uses the name of Christ often ... and then he turns around and uses Jesus ....

<Stowe> so that they are interchangeable in his mind ... I think

<opentext> exactly stowe

<opentext> we always want to think the best of others stowe

<opentext> and, this is why we have to line everything up with the Word...it is then that we will se where their heart is

<Stowe> yes

<opentext> stowe, the more you se of the truth, the more it will become obvious how *few* there are on the straight and narrow path

<Stowe> so then what does our responsibility in all become ...

<opentext> @read 2tiomothy 2:15

<opentext> @read 2timothy 2:16

<Chatbot> (2timothy 2:16) -- But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness.

<opentext> @read 2timothy 2:15

<Chatbot> (2timothy 2:15) -- Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

<opentext> we study ofr Father's approval...so our Light of Christ shines brighter, so people will ask of the hope that is in us, and we will have *the answer*

<opentext> did Jesus Christ chases the people down?

<Stowe> no

<opentext> did Paul?

<Stowe> no

<opentext> then why do we?

<Stowe> for their money?

<opentext> stowe....we are taught wrong on so many things...and yet so few people go to the Word to hear what Father has to say

<Stowe> yes I'm seeing that

<opentext> Acts 1:8

<opentext> 8But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> in this verse...who does it say we are to be witnesses to?

<Stowe> unto Christ

<opentext> exactly....but what do most teach that verse to say?

<Stowe> that we are to witnesses to the people at home, in our community, in the world (Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria)

<opentext> exactly

<Stowe> somehow we changed "who" to "where"

<opentext> and what it is really saying is, to be faithful to Him, no matter where we are, so that the Light that shines from us will cause them to ask why we are different...and we can have the *answer* of the hope that is in us

<opentext> exactly stowe
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