25 October 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and the blessing of having this time together in fellowship to partake of your words of life and truth that are able to encourage and strengthen us against the temptations and distractions of this world and enable us to remain faithful in and through all that you may ask of us this day with praise and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 14:7-8, 7 None of us lives to himself [but to the Lord], and none of us dies to himself [but to the Lord, for] 8 If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or we die, we belong to the Lord. AMP

 

<opentext> People think that they are able to live life any way that they choose, without any responsibility or accountability. Yet, the fact is that since the Lord is who has the final say, whether one lives righteously, or unrighteous, they will have to stand before the Lord.

<opentext> Now the reason that Paul brings this up at this point in the epistle, is to show us that if we are truly living for the Lord, then one will make that effort to be pleasing to Him. And if one is aiming to please the Lord, then they will hear His Message, and apply it to their life so that they are able to grow and mature in Him. That they will begin to put away childish things.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that people spend more time nourishing and pampering their hang-ups, then they do in seeking Father on how to overcome them?

<at-peace> whenever one allows the distractions of this life to enter in and forget what manner of man they are in Christ…which dulls the hearing

<opentext> Luke 6:46 Why do you call Me, Lord, Lord, and do not [practice] what I tell you? AMP

<opentext> It comes back to what Paul said at the start of this chapter, those that are weak in the faith; that is those that do not obey, or live that which they hear from the Lord.

<opentext> And again, it cannot be vain repetitions, but rather the obedience has to be in wanting to please the Lord. Yet, how many really seek to do all to please the Lord? How often are there ulterior motives in what they do?

<at-peace> few… if the only motive is to please the Lord then there won't be ulterior motives, but if to please self or others there will be

<opentext> A good servant never disputes, speaks little, and always follows his work. Such a servant a real Christian is: such is a faithful minister, always intent either on the work of his own salvation, or that of his neighbour; speaking more to God than to men; and to these as in the presence of God. The tongue is fitly compared by one to a pump, which empties the heart, but neither fills nor cleanses it. The love of God is a hidden spring, which supplies the heart continually, and never permits it to be dry or unfruitful. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> As Clarke points out in his commentary, how one seeking to please Father conducts themselves in every and all situations. We can see this in the life of Jesus Christ, as He always said and did those things which pleased the Father. Yet, did it always make the people endear Him?

<at-peace> no     <chosen> no

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that Christians suppose that all that they say or do has to be pleasing to the hearers?

<opentext> Isa 30:9-10, 9 That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the law of the LORD: 10 Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits: (KJV)

<at-peace> one often forgets that if they don't take heed to what He has spoken that they won't take heed to what we speak

<at-peace> John 15: 20 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. (KJV)

<opentext> What it really comes down to, is one just looking for words, or are they truly seeking the Word and heart of God. As Father has Isaiah point out, how the people were dictating that which they wanted, and no longer were seeking that which Father had for them.

<opentext> When people are hung up on days and foods, are they really seeking those things which are above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God? Or are they looking to do works that they hope might put them in good standing with God?

<at-peace> no, many are seeking to please man rather than God in continuing to follow their traditions and doctrines

<chosen> we should only seek His approval in all that we do, looking to Christ alone

<opentext> Jesus Christ has finished the work! Thus why we are instructed to enter into His rest. We have been blessed with all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus, so now a matter of hearing the instructions on how to best utilize that which has already been made available to us.

<opentext> What usually happens when you have something, and the people around you are not able to obtain it?

<chosen> they may discredit it, thinking it is not true

<opentext> They try to belittle you, so you think less of that which you have. They may ostracize you, in hopes that by isolating you, that you will come around to their way of thinking and believing. Isn't this how traditions and doctrines gain strength in their development?

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> So we can see that the choice that we face each day, is on whether one will do all to be pleasing to Father, or to try to pacify those that are around them. The choice to live for the Lord this day, or to slowly die without Him.
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