25 May 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

<chosen> Thank you Father for all that you have  provided for us in and through your Word, thank you that you know where we need to learn and grow in, and that you are faithful to feed us and challenge us in those areas. We pray that all that we do this day will be for your praise and glory, as we live pleasing to you, through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Rom 12:13, Contribute to the needs of God's people [sharing in the necessities of the saints]; pursue the practice of hospitality. AMP

<opentext> Gal 6:9-10, 9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. 10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith. (KJV)

<opentext> Remembering that we are to contribute to the needs of God's people, and not cater to their earthly desires. Thus we can see why Paul says that we should especially do good unto those who are of the household of faith. We are in the world, but we should not be off the world. After all, faith is by hearing the Message that has once been delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus our Lord and savior. So then the household of faith are those who have made that decision to live by this living Word that has been made available to us.

<opentext> Gal 6:10,  So then, as occasion and opportunity open up to us, let us do good [morally] to all people [not only being useful or profitable to them, but also doing what is for their spiritual good and advantage]. Be mindful to be a blessing, especially to those of the household of faith [those who belong to God's family with you, the believers]. AMP

<opentext> For one to be able to have the occasion or opportunity to do good unto those of the household of faith, one has to be walking or operating in His Spirit. Why is this?

<greg> its a spiritual household, so we need to stay on that turf to be of much use

<chosen> so we can hear clearly on what He is asking of us, and so others can see Christ within us, not ourselves

<at-peace> to be able to hear what is needful for the body according to His will

<opentext> All good answers. One must be operating in the realm of His Spirit, in order to see and hear what it is that is needed at that moment, for those whom Father may have us ministering to.

<opentext> So it is essential that one be operating within His realm, in order to hear and comply with that which He asks of us so that we may put the proper solutions on the scene.

<opentext> How often have you seen that which you thought might be best for the situation, was no where near to the solution that God had?

<chosen> lots of times     <greg> His solutions are a lot gentler

<opentext> So then if one is walking by sight rather then faith, they may bring more turmoil to the situation, rather then God's peace. Thus we can see why we are told to be quick to hear and slow to speak. Hearing Father's counsel all of the way through before one responds to the situation.

<opentext> Now another thing one has to keep in mind is, how often are those of the household of faith open to the proper solution?

<at-peace> depends on where they are operating if they are open to the proper solution or not

<at-peace> sometimes when in the midst of a situation one is not hearing as clearly and at times it takes longer for one to hear the proper solution if at all

<greg> the truth will set one free, or they can keep taking laps, as long as we point the way of escape, and live it, we are blameless

<opentext> Even for ourselves, how often is it that we are fully open to God's solution? Doesn't it sometimes take a bit of prodding before we will comply?

<chosen> in some areas it can     <at-peace> at times, yes

<greg> sometimes not always open to the timing of it, think things should move quicker

<opentext> So we can see then, why it is so important on where one keeps their focus on the mark for the prize, so that one is totally intent on pleasing Him, so that they will not be moved or swayed by the external circumstances.

<opentext> Now even  when Father asks us to do good to and for those who are of the household of faith, is there always going to be a party thrown for you because you brought the proper solution to the scene?

<chosen> no   <greg> sometimes a pity party    <at-peace> no

<opentext> So one has to be mindful that Paul tells us that no chastening for the present seems to be joyous, but rather grievous to the lower nature. So one has to be totally focused on pleasing Him, and not moved by what the peoples faces look like.

<opentext> So when we are asked to minister to those of the household of faith, there are times that what is needed for the situation, is not going to be pleasing nor well received by the lower nature.

<opentext> And isn't part of the problem that the world tries to teach us and tell us that we should be liked by all?

<at-peace> the natural man likes to be liked and not hated 

<greg> success in this realm is judged by large numbers and a feel good atmosphere

<opentext> Think of your own walk, was there ever a time that Father's answer for what you asked, raised your dander and blood pressure just a bit? And at that moment, did you really feel that God loved you?

<chosen> doubted a few times

<greg> He is not an emotional God, but rather unchangeable, unmoveable, and not tossed to and fro with emotions, which most judge love by

<opentext> As we look at the Gospels, did the answers that Jesus Christ gave to the people make them want to love Him, or hate Him?

<chosen> hate

<greg> they were looking for more of an outward show, and not seeing the inward message of love that was being delivered

<at-peace> they hated Him without a cause

<opentext> Often times we ask God to use us in and among the believers, and yet one will often get discouraged because of the responses or reactions that they will get from the people.

<opentext> Jesus Christ said for us to come and follow Him. Today we have that opportunity, and privilege to be used by Him and for Him.
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