25 May 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<chosen> thank you Father for this time in your Word, where we are able to come and learn more of who we are in Christ and all that you have made available for us... we pray that we will remember that it is only in Christ that we are able to remain pleasing to you and a partaker of your divine nature this day, and that we would continually learn to remain walking in that union through Christ Jesus our Lord and saviour

 

<opentext> Rom 7:19 For I fail to practice the good deeds I desire to do, but the evil deeds that I do not desire to do are what I am [ever] doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not desire to do, it is no longer I doing it [it is not myself that acts], but the sin [principle] which dwells within me [fixed and operating in my soul]. AMP

 

<opentext> How often do you hear people ask why, or question why they should have to be thinking or meditating in and on the Word all of the time?

<helpmate> most do the once a week thing out of obligation

<chosen> most decide that they don't need to  

<disciple> most don't give the Word any thought

<opentext> If your prescription said to take it every day, for the duration, and yet you only took it whenever you felt like it, what do you think the chances of a full recovery will be?

<helpmate> not very good at all  <chosen> very slim  <disciple> wouldn't be a recovery

<opentext> His Word is the very essence of life in the Spirit. And yet, if one ignores it except for at their convenience, how much of a foothold do you think sin, and the old nature will play in one's life?

<chosen> it would be very prominent

<disciple> it will establish itself firmly, if one does not keep the Word active in their life daily

<helpmate> it will soon be first place over everything else

<opentext> Thus we can see what Paul is trying to get across to the believer here in this section. People wonder and point the finger at others for their demise. Yet, the fact is that each person has to work out their own salvation. 

<opentext> Whatever gets the most time and attention in one's life, is what is going to be prominently displayed for everyone else to see.

<helpmate> it will become that example

<opentext> Just as we have talked about before, how many times a day a person breathes air, yet, how many times a day do you give thought to the fact that you are breathing?

<helpmate> only if i have problems breathing does it get noticed or remembered.....it is automatic

<disciple> like the Word, most people go to Father when things are difficult, otherwise, He is taken for granted He will be there when they need Him

<opentext> Is the Word, and your relationship with Father, as automatic as your breathing? If not, why not?

<disciple> it should always be that way, but sometimes we get distracted by circumstances surrounding our day

<helpmate> one has to train themselves and then be obedient to follow through till it becomes a way of life and comes just as natural as breathing does

<chosen> no, it requires lots of attention on maintaining it constantly, when we allow the focus to drift onto the world around us

<opentext> When one fails to live and abide in the Word, then one is quick to sign for the characteristics and traits of the old nature. The old nature and way of doing things begins to return. So should it be any surprise then, that one does not do the things that please the Father, when the old nature is allowed to be the controlling force?

<disciple> no    <chosen> no    <helpmate> no

<opentext> The new nature wants to serve God; but the old nature has been allowed to creep back and in, and begins to usurp authority again within the person. 

<helpmate> because they are yet carnal....babes in Christ

<opentext> And before too long, sin again has the majority of control within the person. 

 

<opentext> Rom 7:21 I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me. 22 For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: 23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. KJV

 

<opentext> That constant battle within a person, to see who will be in control. And yet, how often do people remember, that it is His Word, that law and shield of faith, that is only able to quench all of the fiery darts of the wicked?

<disciple> we don't act like we remember it all the time, even though we know it to be true

<chosen> only while walking in union with Him

<opentext> If the Word is only memorized by a person, then it is not an integral part of their being. As said previously, the Word has to be as much a part of our very being, as the way one breathes. One has to be an active participant of His divine nature.

<helpmate> the Word had to be hidden in our hearts

<opentext> If the power source is taken away from charging the car battery, how long will it take before the car is no longer of a benefit to you?

<disciple> not long    <chosen> it will soon become of no help

<opentext> Studying and living in His word, may not seem like much, until one is no longer able to do that which is right. Then just as with an uncharged car battery, it will try to start, but will fail to deliver the power necessary to start the vehicle.

<opentext> While the car is operating, one seldom gives thought to the battery. Yet, once it fails, aren't people quick to question and wonder how that ever could have happened?

<disciple> yes   <chosen> yes, it can be taken for granted while it's working fine

<helpmate> yes…He will say....I never knew you

<opentext> How often when sin, disobedience, rebellion gets the best [actually the worst] of us, does one wonder how did that happen, and wonder how or why God failed them?

<chosen> it can creep in very slowly without us recognizing it at first, if we don't keep the mind renewed in the Word... because our senses aren't exercised at that time to discern both good and evil

<helpmate> when one does not become an active participant...only stays on the sidelines-one day a week is enough...they will always wonder why God has failed them

 

<opentext> Rom 7:22 I truly delight in God's commands, 23 but it's pretty obvious that not all of me joins in that delight. Parts of me covertly rebel, and just when I least expect it, they take charge.  (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> Just as people in the world think, that if they ignore terrorists long enough, then they will go away and leave them alone. But the fact, the truth is, that they will slowly infiltrate, until they have the position and strength to overthrow the controlling powers that be. And this is the way sin and the old nature works within us as well. Thus the importance of not allowing these old thoughts and ideas any place within the boundaries of one's life.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<helpmate> casting down those old thoughts...anything that is contrary to the Word of God....send it on is way as soon as it arises

<opentext> A new creation in Christ! DO NOT allow any of those old characteristics or traits to return and try to set up shop!

<at-peace> Gal 5:16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. (KJV)
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