25 August 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Heavenly Father we thank you for this day and this time in fellowship that we have been blessed with to hear your Words of life and truth that are able to keep and sustain us this day and make us wise unto salvation as we apply and walk in obedience to that which you ask giving you all the praise, honor, and glory that you are deserving of  through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? KJV

 

<opentext> This is a very interesting verse, that is very often misunderstood. People often look at this verse as how the things listed, cause our separation from the love of Christ.

<opentext> Paul tells us that all those who live Godly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer persecution. Now, why does this happen?

<greg> people don’t like a light shining in their closets

<at-peace> John 1:5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.  (KJV)

 

<opentext> Let us remember for a moment, that we are supposed to love Him, because we recognize, accept and then cherish the fact that He first loved us. If i am truly seeking to maintain and strengthen my relationship with Him, it will cause those that do not know His love, to strike out at those that do.

<opentext> And why does this happen? Because since they cannot see Him or hear Him, let alone see Him, they will take it out on and against those that they can see and observe. 

<opentext> The Lord told us that they hated Him, before they hated us. So the fact is, their hatred against Him, is exactly what they take out against those that are operating in union with Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Now, if one is walking in that love, and maintaining that love relationship with Him, then regardless of what is transpiring in the external circumstances, will not faze nor affect their relationship with Him.

<opentext> So, who can separate us from the love of Christ? Only the individual can do that. For only they can make the choice to be moved by the circumstances within the physical realm, and allow those things to have more credence then Father's love.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:35  Do you think anyone is going to be able to drive a wedge between us and Christ's love for us? There is no way! Not trouble, not hard times, not hatred, not hunger, not homelessness, not bullying threats, not backstabbing, not even the worst sins listed in Scripture: (from THE MESSAGE:  © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> Now the devil will use those circumstances to try to drive a wedge between us and Christ, but again, one has the choice to walk by faith, or by sight.

<opentext> How often do you allow those physical circumstances to build a mountain between Him and His love?

<opentext> We got to see a good example of that yesterday, when marilynn's truck broke down, she had the choice to allow the circumstances to ruin her day, or to remain in Christ's love. To remain joyful, and watch and wait to see how Father would move for her, and manifest His love.

<opentext> So when trials, tribulation, persecution, or any kind of attack comes against you, how do you respond? Is a deeper relationship with Him your first response, or is that much later down the road?

<greg> the quicker one uses the shield of faith, the less likely they are going to allow wildfires to start and grow with winds of doctrines and imaginations

<at-peace> one should allow the peace of God to rule in their heart as the first response, at times one falls short of this but one should get back up and allow that confidence to grow within them

 

<opentext> The shield of faith should be accessed and used immediately. Not because one has to reach for it or find it, but rather because it is an integral part of their life. His Word should be something that they never allow to leave or depart from them. If His Word is hid within the heart, then His peace will be there, regardless of what the external circumstances may be.

<opentext> Living life in the Word, with the Word, so that it is a relationship that grows and strengthens each and every moment of each and every day.

<opentext> Jesus Christ has already shown us the length, and breadth and deepeth and height of Father's love for us and for us, by the life and sacrifice that Jesus Christ made in and on our behalf.

<opentext> So for us, it is now a matter of learning to always reciprocate that love within our life. And for this to happen, to manifest in one's life, one has to know that which Jesus Christ has accomplished in and on your behalf.

<opentext> What did Jesus Christ ever do wrong according to the Father, that ever caused Him to be treated by mankind as He was?

<chosen> nothing

<at-peace> nothing wrong... remained obedient in and through all things to our Father..."My meat is to do the will of my Father and to finish His work"

 

<opentext> Nothing! So we can see then, that by His example, that He never allowed anything or anyone, to separate Him from the love of the Father. So then since we have this example before us, why do we at times allow the physical circumstances to dictate the return of our love for Him?

<opentext> The thing that one has to keep in mind, is that the Father never asks any more of us then what the love of Christ within us can handle. So one has to be confident of the work which he has begun within them, and the trust and confidence to know that if we allow Him, He will bring it to completion. He has delivered us from the power of darkness, but will we continue to follow?

<at-peace> yes…He has the words of life, I have no where else to go

<greg> a long as one rightly divides the word of truth and knows the difference between Gods voice and that of a strangers

 

<opentext> Thus we can see why Paul tells us that we should remain risen with Him. That we need to remain seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus. Not allowing anything that happens in this world, to separate us from the love of Christ. So it is only myself, that is able to separate me from the love of Christ. So today, it is my responsibility to hold fast my profession of faith in His love, and not to waver or doubt for a moment.
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