Bible Study Thursday 25 April 2002

John 7:20 The people answered and said, Thou hast a devil: who goeth about to kill thee? KJV


            Are you swayed by public opinion?


Hence learn, That it is damnable hypocrisy, when men pretend great zeal against the sins of others, and do allow and tolerate worse in themselves. (From William Burkitt Commentary)

 

How often is it that we use double standards, or allow others to use them? People often use one set of standards for themselves, and a more rigid set for everyone else.

 

The wonderful meekness of Christ, in passing over this reproach and calumny, without one word of reply. Guilt is commonly clamorous and impatient, but, innocence is silent and regardless of misreports. (From William Burkitt Commentary)

 

How often is it, that the people that are making the most noise and causing the biggest commotion, have the most to hide themselves? 

 

Thou hast a devil. The people, not knowing the secret plots which the rulers had formed, attributed his fears to a disordered mind, produced, as they supposed, by an evil spirit. (From Abbott New Testament Commentary)

 

How often are you critical, of that which you do not understand? Thus, why Paul tells us, that one should allow the Lord to open or enlighten the eyes of their understanding. Otherwise, how can one know the hope of His calling, let alone to be obedient to it?

 

It serves to show the malice of his enemies in a still stronger light: for, fearing lest their wish to put him to death might not be gratified, and that his teaching should prevail among the common people; to ruin his credit, and prevent his usefulness, they give out that he was possessed by a demon; and that, though he might be pitied as a miserable man, yet he must not be attended to as a teacher of righteousness. Malice and envy are ever active and indefatigable, leaving no stone unturned, no mean unused, that they may ruin the object of their resentment. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Before you were born again, weren’t you also critical of God, His Word, and that which He was asking of you? How often did you use and make excuses, to justify that which you were doing?

 

The good opinion they had of their rulers, who, they think, would never attempt so atrocious a thing as to kill him; no, such a veneration they had for their elders and chief priests that they would swear for them they would do no harm to an innocent man. Probably the rulers had their little emissaries among the people who suggested this to them; many deny that wickedness which at the same time they are contriving. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

Have you ever got caught up in the rumors or murmurings of others? Have you ever been swayed or moved by what the majority was doing? Without the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, to illuminate and guide one’s path, it is very easy to proceed down the wrong path.

 

Those who would be like Christ must put up with affronts, and pass by the indignities and injuries done them; must not regard them, much less resent them, and least of all revenge them. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

If one stays focused in and on the truth of God’s Word, then they will ignore the affronts put forward. How focused in and on the truth will you stay this day?
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