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<opentext> Father , help us to keep our fingers out of our ears, so that we might hear all that you have for us this day

<opentext> We thank you Father, for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us.....and we give you Father, and you alone, all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord, brother and mediator.........

<mizpah^> amen

<Stowe> amen

<opentext> There is something that we must see and hear in these next few verses that we will be seeing over the next few months.  Can you get a clear picture of what Paul is trying to depict to us here?

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:14

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:14) -- Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;

<opentext> We have to keep in the forefront of our minds, that Paul, was a Roman citizen also. As a Roman citizen, he was quite familiar with the Roman soldier. With this knowledge at hand, Paul uses this illustration to try to give us a clear understanding of what has been made available to the believer in Jesus Christ. 

<opentext> If we will hear and act upon these words, they will help us to establish a firm foundation in God's Word, Jesus Christ

<opentext> Eph 6:14, Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth. (KJV)

<opentext> Most of us can look at precision military groups, such as silent drill teams, and be impressed with their dress and decor, as well as their ability to perform with such grace and precision. 

<opentext> We stand in awe at the timing and execution of their moves. Many, in the back of their minds, try to picture themselves for a moment, as being one of  the elite, if but for a brief moment.

<opentext> What most of us can not comprehend, is the hours of training and discipline that it took to, to get to that point where they were able to perform with such precision. 

<opentext> most of us think that they get to that state of efficiency with few hours of training

<opentext> We fail to see the endless hours of what seemed to be meaningless repetition, and constant pressure, to get to the place that they made it look so easy.

<opentext> remember in the previous few verses...Paul reminded us to *stand*

<Stowe> yes

<opentext> Stand! From the Greek, 2476  histemi- 1) to cause or make to stand, to place, to put, to set 

<opentext> to bid to stand by, [set up]  b) to make firm, to fix, to establish  1) to cause a person or a thing to keep his or its place  2) to stand, be kept intact (of family, a kingdom), to escape in safety  3) to establish a thing, to cause it to stand, to uphold or sustain the authority or force of anything  

<opentext> 2) to stand  a) to stand by or near, to stop, to stand still, to stand immovable, to stand firm, used of the foundation of a building  b) to stand  1) to continue safe and sound, to stand unharmed, to stand ready or prepared  2) to be of a steadfast mind  3) used of quality, one who does not hesitate, who does not waiver. KJV -- abide, appoint, bring, continue, covenant, establish, hold up, lay, present, set (up), stanch, stand (by, forth, still, up). 

<opentext> when we hear the word stand...we think more in the terms of loitering....and yet that is the furthest thing from the truth

<opentext> by standing in the Word...we know who we are in Christ Jesus

<opentext> we know what rights and authority have been made available to us

<opentext> we do not hesitate to act on God's Word

<opentext> we are not tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine that comes along

<opentext> You, have to know the covenant that Father has made available to you! You have to be aware of the rights and authority that has been given to those that know Jesus Christ as their Lord and savior. 

<opentext> If you doubt who you are in Jesus Christ, and what has been made available to you, how will you ever be able to stand? 

<Stowe> you won't be able to

<opentext> exactly

<mizpah^> you will never be able to

<Stormy> the testimony of who we are comes from our lips

<opentext> the more time we spend in the Word with Father, the more we become aware of all that Father has made available to us

<opentext> correct stormy...because our lips speak that which is in our hearts

<opentext> the tongue is an extension of the heart

<opentext> Let alone fight the good fight of faith, and finish the race that has been set before you? Have you noticed how many times that Paul in these few verses so far has stressed that we stand?

<opentext> The first thing that Paul talks about, is girding our loins about with the truth. This is the foundation piece of the armor, as well as our Christian walk. It cannot be a foundation built on shifting sand.

<opentext> John 8:31-32, 31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 

<opentext> John 17:17, Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. (KJV)

<opentext> John 4:24, God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 

<opentext> so often we see all that it says about the truth in the Word, but we do not hear what the Word is saying

<opentext> The use of the girdle was to keep the sword in a readied position, keeping it available for immediate use. It secured the breastplate, and kept it in a stable position, not flopping around. It also covered and protected the loins, or reproductive area. It also kept all the loose ends of the clothing held in; thus preventing any loose ends from being snagged or grabbed by the enemy.

<opentext> As with most sections of the Bible, we always think that they are good stories, but never give much thought to all that is hidden there. We fail to hear all that the Spirit is trying to show and tell us here through Paul. How much do we miss by just skimming over the Word?

<mizpah^> a whole lot

<Stowe> yes almost all of it

<mizpah^> we miss the spiritual depth that Father could give us

<opentext> exactly...most think by reading volumes is what changes us...but we forget faith comes by hearing

<opentext> The truth, is the foundation of our relationship with God! Without knowing and recognizing the truth, how will we ever be able to believe God, let alone trust in His Word?

<Stowe> that's why we need to read the Word with Father

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> Deut 32:4, He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he. (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 3:3-4, 3 For what if some did not believe? Shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? 4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged. (KJV)

<opentext> John 1:17, For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> notice how important the truth is...and who it is

<opentext> Christ is the Word of God, and His Word is truth

<opentext> yea, let God be true, but every man a liar;

<Stowe> yes, Christ Jesus .. because He is the Word

<opentext> how often do we believe man before we believe God?

<mizpah^> not any more

<mizpah^> not me

<Stowe> used to all the time ...

<Stormy> I still do .... at times

<opentext> a prime example at this time of year is wise men at the manger scene....

<opentext> where have we got this idea from?

<mizpah^> from man's tradition

<Stowe> man, not the Word of God

<opentext> exactly...and yet when you try to show them it is wrong...they get mad, and even hostile...because they believe man before the Word of God

<opentext> and..it is contrary to the truth...but for them...you are *ruining* for them a good story

<Stowe> yes, and it's even perpetuated by Christians in our Christmas Pageants and Sunday School concerts

<opentext> it is the truth that sets us free

<opentext> @read Matthew 2:11

<Chatbot> (Matthew 2:11) -- And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense and myrrh.

<opentext> Look at these other scriptures also: Psalm 100:5, Psalm 119:60, Psalm 133:2, John3:33-36, Titus 1:2-3, 1John 5:10-12.

<opentext> What is the truth? Who is the truth? Does this concern you? Since you have heard the truth of Jesus Christ, what have you done with it? Have you taken the time to study for Father's approval? Do you take the time to build up your spirit man each day? How much dust is on your Bible?

<opentext> John 14:6, Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. (KJV)

<opentext> John 1:14, And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. (KJV)

<opentext> I Jn 5:6, This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth. (KJV)

<opentext> are we beginning to see the importance of understanding the truth of the Word?

<Stowe> yes

<opentext> It is a straight and narrow path to Father's house, but the path is lightly traveled. The reason that it is so lightly traveled, is because we take more time to listen to man, and his philosophies and ideas, then we do in giving heed to God's Word. When will the Church begin to listen; after the door is closed? Keep in mind the bride's maids that were blockheads.

<opentext> Matt 25...the foolish virgins

<opentext> Jer 13:1-7, 1 Thus saith the LORD unto me, Go and get thee a linen girdle, and put it upon thy loins, and put it not in water. 2 So I got a girdle according to the word of the LORD, and put it on my loins. 3 And the word of the LORD came unto me the second time, saying, 4 Take the girdle that thou hast got, which is upon thy loins, and arise, go to Euphrates, and hide it there in a hole of the rock

<opentext> 5 So I went, and hid it by Euphrates, as the LORD commanded me. 6 And it came to pass after many days, that the LORD said unto me, Arise, go to Euphrates, and take the girdle from thence, which I commanded thee to hide there. 7 Then I went to Euphrates, and digged, and took the girdle from the place where I had hid it: and, behold, the girdle was marred, it was profitable for nothing. (KJV)

<opentext> isn't this exactly what happens to us, when we accept Jesus Christ..the truth of God, and then fail to continue in the Word?

<Stowe> yes

<mizpah^> yep

<mizpah^> and when we don't, we die, spiritually

<opentext> we become ashamed of the Lord...we don't want to offend people with the word...so we hide it.

<opentext> how often have we kept the truth quiet, since we did not want to offend people?

<mizpah^> used to many times

<Stowe> a lot

<Stowe> o/

<opentext> in essence, we hid our girdle

<opentext> yes stowe

<Stowe> can I share something?

<opentext> sure can

<mizpah^> yep

<Stowe> I went to a my nephew's wedding this fall ... he married a girl that was Turkish ...

<Stowe> Her family was very adamant that nothing "Christian" be brought into the wedding ceremony ...

<Stowe> So my brother-in-law, researched a "politically correct prayer" to say at the reception that didn't mention Christ ...

<Stowe> after he said the prayer, the sister of the bride got up and read from the Koran and said a Moslem prayer ...

<Stowe> so why were we so concerned about doing something "Christian" when they weren't the least bit concerned about doing something "Moslem"?

<opentext> @read Amos 3:3

<Chatbot> (Amos 3:3) -- Can two walk together, except they be agreed?

<Stowe> nope, know that well <g>

<opentext> we bow to others wishes, and fail to hold fast our profession of faith

<opentext> there is but one way they can keep me quiet, if Father asks me to speak

<mizpah^> then you will be in heaven, right?

<opentext> yesssssssss

opentext sets mode: +o Rick

<Stowe> :-)

<opentext> Have you accepted God's Word as truth? If you have, what have you done with it? 

<opentext> Have you allowed it to shine through you, or perhaps you have hidden it? If we are ashamed of the Word of God, what do you think Father's reaction will be? Would this not be the same as the man that buried the talent that he received? (Read Matt. 25:14-30)

<Stowe> tried to hide it in my heart ... 

<mizpah^> I am trying to learn everything that Father has for me

<opentext> remember...Jeremiah hid the girdle...not in his heart....but in the ground

<mizpah^> ?

<opentext> Jer 13:8-11, 8 Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 9 Thus saith the LORD, After this manner will I mar the pride of Judah, and the great pride of Jerusalem. 10 This evil people, which refuse to hear my words, which walk in the imagination of their heart, and walk after other gods, to serve them, and to worship them, shall even be as this girdle, which is good for nothing. 

<opentext> 11 For as the girdle cleaveth to the loins of a man, so have I caused to cleave unto me the whole house of Israel and the whole house of Judah, saith the LORD; that they might be unto me for a people, and for a name, and for a praise, and for a glory: but they would not hear. (KJV)

<opentext> notice the last few words of the passage

<Stowe> but they would not hear

<NowFaithIs> but they would not hear

<opentext> @read 2timothy 3:7

<Chatbot> (2timothy 3:7) -- Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.

<opentext> @read 2timothy 3:5

<Chatbot> (2timothy 3:5) -- Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.

<opentext> isn't this the way the so-called church is.... Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.

<Stowe> yes

<mizpah^> yep

<NowFaithIs> *knowledge* of truth=mystery of the gospel

<opentext> they began in the Spirit, and now they think they are made perfect by the flesh....those words sound familiar

<opentext> exactly michie

<NowFaithIs> yup

<NowFaithIs> Galatians

<opentext> Gal 3:1-3

<opentext> 1O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?

<opentext> 2This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?

<opentext> 3Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?

<opentext> (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> or by the *hearing* of faith

<NowFaithIs> Romans 10:17

<opentext> This is what we are like when we do not listen to, or give heed to Father's Word. How often would we rather be doing anything else besides listening to the Word? We give way to all kinds of strange thoughts and imaginations, and then wonder why we falter in our walk. 

<opentext> If anything gets between us and Father, it then becomes a god to us; and in many instances put much more value on these things then our relationship with Father. Also, when we reject Father's Word, we reject Him.

<opentext> Our possessions have become our gods. We want to impress people with our house, and all the things that we have put in it. We want to drive a vehicle that will get people's attention. We want snowmobiles, boats, motorcycles and all other such things that we think will amuse us, and keep us occupied. However, when do we have time for the Word? What time does Father get from us, our leftovers maybe? 

<mizpah^> not good enough

<Stowe> usually not even any leftovers ...

<mizpah^> we give leftovers and expect a full course meal in return

<NowFaithIs> usually depends for most...if we are having problems He gets more of our attention than when things are going well

<opentext> @read 2timothy 3:4

<Chatbot> (2timothy 3:4) -- Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;

<opentext> note the last part of that verse

<Stowe> lovers of pleasure more than God

<opentext> this is the same problem that Jeremiah faced with Israel

<opentext> most church functions are social...not spiritual....

<NowFaithIs> absolutely

<opentext> it appeases the flesh, but does nothing for the spirit man

<opentext> As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he. For out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks. Listen to anyone for a few minutes, and they will tell you where their treasure is; and this will show you right where their heart is.

<opentext> To you, what is the truth?

<NowFaithIs> the Word

<Stowe> the Word of God revealed

<opentext> exactly

<mizpah^> The Word of God is truth

<opentext> correct

<opentext> John 17:17, Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. (KJV)

<opentext> I still like this analogy

<opentext> one can stand in a barn for a week, but it does not make them a cow

<opentext> just because on stands in a building, it does not make them a Christian

<opentext> it takes the *truth* to set us free, and keep us free

<opentext> At what price was the truth purchased? Our redemption was purchased by the blood of Jesus Christ, at the cross and in the grave. When He was seated at the right hand of Father, the gift of new life was then made available to us. The measure, of the gift, Jesus Christ!

<opentext> What have you done with the truth? Have you taken it, and used it as the foundation with Father?

<mizpah^> yep

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:10-13, 10 According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. 11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it

<opentext> Father never told us that it would be easy for us to hold fast the profession of faith without wavering. Father did tell us though, that if we study the Word seeking His approval, that we would  have no reason to be ashamed when we stand in front of Him. It is only as we study for Father's approval that we can know the truth; this truth is what will keep us free.

<Stowe> yes it will

<opentext> John 15:20-21

<opentext> 20Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also.

<opentext> 21But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> notice...why we will be persecuted for the truth

<Stowe> because they persecuted Christ Jesus

<opentext> But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake

<mizpah^> for His name's sake

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> 2 Tim 2:15, rightly dividing the word of truth. (KJV)

<opentext> what does it mean to rightly divide?

<NowFaithIs> to use the Word line upon line precept upon precept

<opentext> 3718  orthotomeo (or-thot-om-eh'-o); rightly divide; from a compound of 3717 and the base of 5114, to make a straight cut, i.e. (figuratively) to dissect (expound) correctly (the divine message):  KJV-- rightly divide. 3718  orthotomeo- 1) to cut straight, to cut straight ways, to proceed on straight paths, to hold a straight course, equivalent to doing right  2) to make straight and smooth, to handle aright, to teach the truth directly and correctly.

<mizpah^> that's it

<opentext> how is the path to Father's house described?

<NowFaithIs> use the Word as a sword...not a hammer

<NowFaithIs> straight and narrow

<Stowe> narrow

<mizpah^> narrow

<opentext> exactly...the more we see of the truth, the narrower it becomes

<opentext> why?

<NowFaithIs> because the more we are responsible for and the more that will depart from the faith

<Stowe> because there is on One truth ... not many "truths"

<Stowe> only

<opentext> excellent stowe

<opentext> How sure of all that you speak of the Word of God is the message that Father would have you deliver? Are you sure that all that you have learned is God's Word, or could it be man's traditions and doctrine? 

<opentext> You, have to study for Father's approval, by dissecting all that you hear, so that you may expound on only that which is from the throne of Father. How attentively have you listened to Father's instructions? Have you listened to man's ideas of what he thinks God's Word says or, have you held fast what you have to what you have been told by man?

<Stowe> that's where it becomes confusing ... to be able to discern if it is from God or man

<opentext> Father always confirms it in His Word...just as we have seen with the *wise men*

<mizpah^> that is why we have to study the Word so diligently

<opentext> exactly miz

<opentext> we always want someone else to teach us, so that we do not have to take the time

<opentext> but, if we do not take the time, how will we ever know if what they tell us is the truth?

<mizpah^> we won't

<Stowe> we won't

<opentext> this is how traditions get started

<opentext> this is how denominations get started

<opentext> they have held man's word higher then Father's Word

<Stowe> it's scary when you think how we've "tainted the gospel"

<opentext> very much so stowe

<opentext> we have taken away from it to suit our lifestyle

<opentext> why do you think they keep coming out with new translations all the time

<Stowe> but we are also peddling "spiritual death" to people to ..

<opentext> water down the Word a little here, and then a little there

<opentext> exactly stowe...and now who will believe those who know the truth

<opentext> we are labeled as cults....or loony tunes

<opentext> the Epistles are the instruction for the church...and yet so little is taught out of them

<opentext> why?

<Stowe> because we don't want to have to do something about our own "church"

<NowFaithIs> because many are still walking in the flesh and therefore teach out of the gospels, they only see Jesus of Nazareth

<mizpah^> it changes people's lifestyle...it is instructions to the church

<Stowe> If we did we might be "convicted" by the Word

<opentext> because people would rather read about the miracles in the gospels.....then to have to take responsibility for their own actions

<opentext> all very good answers

<opentext> in all, I know of 5 ministers that teach the mystery of the gospel....what does that tell us?

<mizpah^> most don't know the truth or refuse to teach it

<Stowe> not many know or understand it ....

<mizpah^> more than likely...don't know it

<opentext> exactly

<Stowe> our minister spoke on the "mystery of the Gospel" on Sunday ... spent 20 minutes on it ... not a very long time ...

<opentext> did he get to the truth as you know it?

<Stowe> no

<Stowe> likened it to a cup in dishwater ....

<opentext> I can't even get through the intro in 20 minutes

<Stowe> the cup is in the dishwater, and the dishwater is in the cup <G>

<opentext> in person that is...2 hours typing

<mizpah^> He was in the intro with me for a week and still teaching it to me...

<opentext> how did he end his prayer...in Jesus name?

<Stowe> yes

<opentext> hmmmmm, and he taught on the mystery...sounds like still a mystery to him

<Stowe> yes, I could see he was even confused when preaching on it ...

<opentext> how do we determine a successful minister?

<mizpah^> shows how far you have grown, also, Stowe

<Stowe> by his charisma ...

<mizpah^> if he knows the mystery of Christ and if he is more interested in quality and not quantity

<opentext> the size of the building, the number of people

<opentext> $ in the coffer

<mizpah^> no, opentext...wrong answers

<opentext> yes miz...

<mizpah^> it is the desire to reach one more

<opentext> but...that is what the majority of the people think

<mizpah^> yes, it is

<opentext> then there are a few, that are chasing signs and wonders

<opentext> and what did Jesus Christ say about them?

<mizpah^> a wicked generation?

<opentext> only a perverse and dying generation seeks after signs

<opentext> with the 1000's that Jesus Christ ministered to, only about 120 were waiting for the promise at the day of Pentecost...what does that tell us

<Stowe> people were more interested in signs and wonders than in Spiritual life

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> bless me, but do not make me have to do anything for it

<Stowe> right

<mizpah^> a lazy generation

<opentext> and all this happens because we think a relationship with God is physical first

<opentext> exactly miz

<opentext> we are not aware of how blessed we are....

<opentext> we always want things to make it *easier* on us

<opentext> stowe....how many songs last week were scritpurally accurate?'

<Stowe> none

<opentext> and yet they say that they are worshipping God

<opentext> @read john 4:24

<Chatbot> (john 4:24) -- God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

<Stowe> yes, I had a really difficult time with that, I felt like my spirit was being "violated"

<opentext> and if the words are not truth.......then what in all reality is it

<Stowe> death

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> our words are either death or life

<opentext> @read proverbs 18:21

<Chatbot> (proverbs 18:21) -- Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof.

<opentext> music arouses the emotions...which makes the flesh more vulnerable to believe all that is said

<opentext> it makes us feel good

<opentext> @read 2corinthians 5:7

<Chatbot> (2corinthians 5:7) -- (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)

<Stowe> didn't make me feel good

<opentext> no, because you are seeing the truth

<opentext> how do you think Father feels, with all that we say that we do in His name?

<Stowe> I would be angry ... 

<mizpah^> He is probably --> head in hands

<opentext> and the tribulation is soon coming...and many that thought they will not be here....will be

<mizpah^> that would be embarrassing if I thought all this time that I was gonna go up in the rapture

<mizpah^> everybody that is left behind will be staring at each other in disbelief

<opentext> yes, but think how bitter they will be also...because they will blame God for their being left

<opentext> don't we usually blame God when things go wrong?

<Stowe> yes

<mizpah^> yep...unfortunately

<opentext> we forget that Father has done all that He can.

<opentext> now, the rest is up to us

<opentext> @read 2timothy 2:15

<Chatbot> (2timothy 2:15) -- Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

<opentext> as soon as it is Father we study for, the bondage of pleasing man is removed

<mizpah^> PTL

<opentext> it is the truth of Father's Word, that set us us free

<opentext> the importance of the truth in our life every day

<opentext> taking the *Gospill* every day...will remove whatever ails us

<opentext> @read psalms 107:20

<Chatbot> (psalms 107:20) -- He sent his word, and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions.

<opentext> notice...from their destructions

<Stowe> yes, we destroy ourselves

<opentext> @read Colossians 1:13

<Chatbot> (Colossians 1:13) -- Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:

<mizpah^> because we bring it on ourselves

<opentext> we have been delivered

<mizpah^> past tense

<opentext> we just have to learn to realize and accept it

<opentext> exactly miz

<opentext> nothing left to be done, except learn to walk in His Word

<opentext> @read psalms 119:9

<Chatbot> (psalms 119:9) -- Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word.

<opentext> by taking heed

<opentext> to His Word

<Stowe> yes

<opentext> @read psalms 119:105

<Chatbot> (psalms 119:105) -- Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.

<opentext> it will illuminate our every step

<opentext> when the light is shining from you, is there a shadow?

<Stowe> no

<mizpah^> no

<opentext> :-)

<opentext> most people miss that

<mizpah^> but the light is going out in all directions, not just front or back

<opentext> when He is our light....we see the next step clearly, for there are no shadows

<opentext> yes...to draw others to ask of the hope that is in us

<opentext> unless our lamp is burning brightly...why would anyone ask of the hope that is within us?

<opentext> burning even

<Stowe> they wouldn't ... you don't ask a beggar for a million dollars

<opentext> exactly

<mizpah^> you sure won't get it

<opentext> are most going to like what we have to say?

<Stowe> no

<mizpah^> nope

<opentext> no...they want a feel good gospel...one where they do not have to do anything

<opentext> wonder why they call the seats in those buildings pews?

<Stowe> lol

<mizpah^> roflol

<opentext> @read psalms 118:24

<Chatbot> (psalms 118:24) -- This is the day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.

<opentext> because we have accepted the stone that the builders rejected, this day, we can rejoice and be glad

<mizpah^> amen

<opentext> tomorrow, we will cover the 2nd part of this lesson

<Stowe> great :-)

<opentext> anyone not get a meal this morning?

<mizpah^> I sure did

<Stowe> me too!

<opentext> @read Matthew 4:4

<Chatbot> (Matthew 4:4) -- But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

<mizpah^> this is the best breakfast I ever got

<opentext> we have supped at Father's table

<mizpah^> every morning

<opentext> amen

<Stowe> yes!

<opentext> Father serves only the highest quality food

<mizpah^> no junk food here...grin

<opentext> none at all

<opentext> the bread of life

<opentext> the living waters

<Stowe> thanks :-)

