24 October 2005 Monday Bible study.

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time that you have ordained for us before the world, that we could come before you by and through Christ Jesus, and receive that which we need to nourish and sustain us this day.

<opentext> Rom 14:6-7, 6 He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks. 7 For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself. KJV 

<opentext> One needs to remember what our purpose is here. It is when one is mindful of that, that they will then follow the example that Jesus Christ set for them, in living a life that is pleasing to Father in every manner and in every aspect.

<opentext> Now, one has to keep fresh in their heart and mind, how it is that Paul began this chapter, addressing those that were weak in the faith, and the responsibility of those that were yet holding fast the profession of faith.

<opentext> Now, how does one become weak in the faith? One must be mindful that faith is by hearing the Message once delivered by Christ, and in wanting to be pleasing to Father, applying that which they have heard by the guidance of His Spirit, to their lives.

<opentext> So it is when one neglects that which they have heard; when they no longer think the Message delivered is applicable to them, that their faith begins to weaken. They become hung up on days and times; they start making lists of what they can eat and cannot eat, because they have misappropriated the Message delivered.

<opentext> Here Paul addresses days and foods. Yet, how many different hang-ups can there be that people have, that can jeopardize their faith?

<at-peace> many

<opentext> So how then do these hang-ups such as days or foods become prevalent, or an issue within a persons life?

<at-peace> most come from traditions and doctrines that they have been taught

<at-peace> when one sets aside the counsel of God and follows the counsel of man

<opentext> Let us remember that Paul describes them as weak in the faith. And we know, or should know that faith is by hearing. So we can see then that their hearing of the Message became tainted, and this is when they began to listen to man's traditions and doctrines more then they did the Word of God.

 <opentext> One must remember that it is the truth that is able to set one free, and their continuation in the truth will maintain that liberty in Christ.

<opentext> Thus we can see that they became weak in the faith, because they thought they became smarter then the Message delivered by and through Christ, and went about to establish their own gospel.

<opentext> So if one ignores the Message that is able to set them free and keep them free, what do you think the end result of this sort of people will be?

<at-peace> clouds without water, waves tossed in the sea... running to and fro with no true direction for their lives ending up off the strait and narrow path into the ditch…possibly death in the end

<opentext> Exactly. They have allowed the leaven in [regardless of what the weakness may be] and until the leaven is removed, they will continue to slip and falter.

<opentext> Gal 4:3, Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: (KJV)

<opentext> If one is not in Christ in an area of their life, then they are in bondage to that element of the world.

<opentext> And that is why when Father is dealing with us in an area, that it is vital that one works with Father until that area is overcome. Otherwise there becomes a weakness in the building process.

<opentext> Yet, how often do people think that Father gets a bit carried away in that which He is addressing with them?

<at-peace> usually when one's heart is not yet willing to change or they see it as foolishness or not an issue in their life

<opentext> So we can see then why the Lord said in teaching the parable of the Sower, how that when the Word is neglected or ignored, that it then leaves an opening for the cares of this world to then enter in, and begin to choke out the Word. They may think the area that Father is addressing is a bit picky, yet Father is able to see the danger this area presents to their walk, and why it is vital that it be addressed.

<opentext> When they do not see it as an issue, or in other words, nothing to get all concerned about. And so if Father uses someone to keep bringing up this area in their life, then how will they usually respond to the messenger Father may be using?

<at-peace> would have to say usually with anger because they are not seeing past the veil …one is not listening to who is speaking... walking by sight and not by faith (within the veil)

<opentext> Well, we know what happened to Jesus of Nazareth for continuing to bring forth the Message which He heard from Father. As well as what we can see what happened to all of the others recorded within the Bible, who were faithful to that which Father asked of them.

<opentext> And we must keep in mind that the Lord warned us that if they persecuted Him, that they will then also persecute us. So most often they will not be receptive to whomever Father may chose to use.

<opentext> So we can see then how easy it is then for people to get hung-up on days or foods, or any other area that they have ignored or failed to hear the counsel of God on. We can then see why it is so vital that one's own focus and attention remains in and on the Message that they are hearing, working out their own salvation, so that their life for this day is pleasing to God.
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