24 November 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 

<chosen> thank you Father for this day and all that you have blessed us with... thank you for your Word that is spirit and truth, and we pray that your words will be hidden in our heart as we treasure all that you share with us this day through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 14:23, And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin. KJV

 

<opentext> Whatever is not of faith, is sin. How many things does one do during a day, that they fail to keep Father as the object of their affection?

<chosen> it depends if one's focus is on Him or on the circumstance around us

<greg> anytime one would let their guard down and not listening to the message of faith, hearing His voice rather than following a strangers

<opentext> Now this chapter may be talking about feasts days and foods, but it is also encompassing every aspect of one's life. Everything that we do each day, should be done with the objective of pleasing Father.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that one remembers to include Father in each and every decision, choice, that they make each day?

<greg> most look for the big things which are obvious, but we do need to give the more earnest heed to things which we have heard, and not let them slip

<opentext> How often is it that we see people that start off so strong in the faith, but then begin to take the blessings that they have for granted. And once this attitude starts, don't they then forget to include Father in all of their decision making processes?

<chosen> many that haven't built a strong intimate relationship with Him do

<greg> sometimes they don’t like what they hear, its not the fun gospel anymore

<opentext> Or, as greg pointed out above, does one always give the more earnest heed to those things which they have heard, so they do not slip? Thus we can see why we are told to hold fast the profession of faith without wavering.

<opentext> Whatsoever is not of faith: whenever one does not give heed to the Message that has been delivered to "them".

<opentext> How often do we see those that think the Message is aimed at everyone but themselves?

<helpmate> we see it all the time

<chosen> often, but the message is for "every" single person

<greg> Rom 11:20-21, 20Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, but fear: 21 For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee. (KJV)

<greg> some would think they are doing God a favor, and many things for Him, rather than teaching what He has done on our behalf

<opentext> So then we can see then that one has to maintain that first love; that is that they have to continue to hold dear the pearl of great price so that it does not lose it's value to us. Meditating in His Word day and night; being quick to hear His Word, and slow to respond until one has incorporated that which they have heard, into their life and being.

<opentext> Jesus Christ only spoke those thing which He heard the Father speak; and only did those things He saw the Father do. Thus He kept every aspect of the lower nature in subjection to the divine nature of Christ.

<opentext> Now we know that we as individuals do not keep up this type of love or devotion to the Father; but why not?

<chosen> because of things that one may let in as a distraction, rather than keeping Father first at all times

<helpmate> one begins to think more highly of themselves than they ought, thinking that they know it all and therefore forsake the gathering and sharing of the brethren and of Father

<greg> Luke 21:36, Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man. (KJV)

<opentext> As one often becomes more proficient with something, don't they then also begin to take it for granted, and then begin to neglect it as well?

<greg> if one forgets the gravity of the message, that it truly does involve death or life, they let their guard down and get hit

<helpmate> yes they do

<greg> one can forget the basics, the simple hearing, and look for something bigger and better in their life

<chosen> one can take Father for granted whenever they allow something to be first in their lives other than Him

<opentext> Look at it in this aspect for a moment: most people know how to drive, and many of those have a vehicle. Yet, how many remember to keep up with the basic maintenance in order to keep the car properly running? And isn't it the longer that most people drive, the more they ignore the basic courtesies?

<chosen> anytime they don't appreciate the car yes

<helpmate> yes

<greg> bad habits are developed, here a little, there a little, until one day they end up in a wreck and see how subtly these things crept in unaware

<opentext> And as this kind of negligent attitude develops and then prevails in ones life, how aware are they of how inept they have really become?

<greg> many are not, until something major happens, and then many would blame God rather than examine themselves

<helpmate> most do not even know or are aware that they have changed...but all those around can see the change in them

<chosen> they need to be open to hearing from the Holy Spirit to hear it

<opentext> Today, let us remember that in everything we are to give thanks; that we are to pray or communicate with God without ceasing. Let us continue in the faith grounded and settled, so that nothing is able to deter us from our first love.
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