24 November 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<mike> Father, we thank you for the reality of your precious love toward us and in us. We thank you this day for our daily bread and the fellowship we all share in your Spirit... the Spirit of Christ our King. We love you Father.

 

<opentext> Rom 10:8-10, 8 But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; 9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. KJV

 

<opentext> All of creation proclaims the glory of the Lord, so that there is none that has an excuse. And yet, His Word is near to them all. It surrounds them. 

<opentext> In these few verses here, Paul puts forth God's great scheme of reconciliation that has been put forth for mankind, and what it takes to get into His kingdom, and what is required for one to maintain their status there.

<opentext> As we talked about briefly yesterday in verse 9, that when one first gets saved, they can see that God has done something great for them, they can somewhat sense the change that has taken place within them.

<opentext> They can see and somewhat comprehend what Jesus Christ accomplished in and on their behalf. Yet, one has not yet required any depth to understanding how it was all brought about.

<opentext> If you saw then, when you were first saved, that which you understand now, do you think you might have made the same choices?

 

<disciple> i would sure hope not  <chosen> no probably not

 

<opentext> A good comparison would be the workers in the vineyard, and how those that had worked there all day, some of them were a bit disgruntled when they saw that those that came in late during the working day, received the same reward. 

<opentext> When we first got saved, one did not see and understand all that they hopefully do now. One was able to see their need for a savior, and that one was in a very wretched condition. One did not understand all of the parameters that God went about to make salvation available to us.

<opentext> Yet, one confessed with the mouth the Lord Jesus, and somehow see that God did raise Him from the dead in our behalf, and began to trust in Him.

 

<opentext> Yet, how many people stop right here? They are like some of the disgruntled workers in the vineyard, and see no reason to try to grow or continue in the faith.

<disciple> many get lazy and want others to pull them along, or do the work for them...not wanting to work out their own salvation

<at-peace> Gal 3:3 Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?  (KJV)

<at-peace> many begin in the Spirit, but get caught up in the traditions and doctrines of man having reverted to the flesh

 

<opentext> So we can see that verse 9 shows us how to gain entrance into the kingdom of God, but then what is required of us once we get there? Can we just sit in some pew and wait for someone else to hopefully feed us the right things?

<at-peace> continue in the faith being led by the Spirit into all truth

<disciple> no...unless one wants to put their salvation in the hands of man, instead of Father through Christ Jesus

<chosen> no.... most run around after man

 

<opentext> Can one rely on their original experience to carry them through to the end?

<mike> nope                   <chosen> no                       <disciple> no

<mike> need today's manna                 <at-peace> no

 

<opentext> So we can then see what Paul is saying in verse 9, that one has to verbalize with their mouth, the change that has taken place within the heart, to be granted passage into the kingdom of God.

<opentext> But, in verse 10, Paul now begins to show us what is required after one has gained passage into God's kingdom. In verse 9 in began with the mouth and ended in the heart, but as we continue to grow, now it has to be formed in the heart [His Word, His will and purpose for us] so that we grow in an understanding of the rights and privileges afforded us in Christ, and this then is the profession of faith, lifestyle that one puts forth for all of those around us to see.

<opentext> Verse 9 shows us what it takes to get one into the kingdom of God [a carnal Christian, a babe in Christ]. While verse 10 shows us what it takes to continue to grow in the faith, to become grounded and settled in the truth.

 

<opentext> So what happens when as a maturing Christian, one tries to operate in verse 9, instead of in verse 10? By that i mean, what happens or transpires when one opens their mouth before consulting the heart?

<mike> undesirable results can occur   :o)

<disciple> words are either life or death...without Christ, they are death...He can't be a silent partner in our salvation if we want to finish the course

<opentext> And this is something we can see with those that God use to transcribe the Bible, that God used them to write about areas that they overcame. Like James, and how he tells us to be quick to hear, and slow to speak (James 1:19).

<opentext> Once we are within Father's family, then one has to have that desire to grow in understanding, so that they can be pleasing to Father, just as the example that Jesus Christ set for us to follow.

<opentext> To believe in the heart, and confess with the mouth, those truths that God has revealed to us, so that the life of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, is what people will see in us.

<opentext> Now, if one does this, does this mean that they will be popular like most people assume?

<chosen> no

<at-peace> if the rejected Him and His words, they will reject us also

<mike> we are fools for Christ's sake (causes)

 

<opentext> You may be sought after, but not for the reasons that you may surmise. Today, will you allow the meditations of your heart that have fed and nurtured in and on the Word of God, be that which is brought forth from your mouth?
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There will be no studies the rest of the week. Studies will resume Monday the 29th of November 2004.
