24 May 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<greg> thank you Father that this is the day that you have made, we rejoice and be glad that we are partakers of the divine nature, able to walk in your spirit and do those things that are pleasing in your sight following the same example set by your Son and fore runner Jesus Christ our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 12:13, Contribute to the needs of God's people [sharing in the necessities of the saints]; pursue the practice of hospitality. AMP

 

<opentext> Father knows that which we have need of before we ask. So we can then see why it is so vital that one is in that constant fellowship with Father, if one is wanting to be used by Him.

<opentext> Note that Paul says to be able to contribute or share with the needs of God's people. Yet, how often are people really seeking that which they have need of?

<helpmate> most are looking for earthly riches

<greg> many don’t know how to pray as they ought, what they think they need is many times detrimental to their spiritual walk

<at-peace> should be at all times seeking those things above that will encourage and enable one to continue in God's grace doing all to please Him, but most are seeking the things of this world 

<opentext> How often is it that most people confuse the wants of the flesh between what is needed for the spirit man?

<greg> its like yesterdays study, many don’t know the difference between what is spiritual and what is emotional, looking more for the feel good doctrine and not what is needed

<helpmate> most  see it as one in the same

<greg> lol they actually see it the same

<at-peace> whenever one forgets that the spiritual is of greater importance

<opentext> The Word tells us that His people perish for a lack of knowledge. And since many Christians have never established or maintained a close and personal relationship with the Father, they do not have a working knowledge of what is required to be that useable vessel for His glory.

<opentext> so if one is not able to clearly hear Father, how can they then share or positively contribute to the needs of the body?

<helpmate> they won't be able to

<greg> if one is unable to hear clearly, they will be lacking themselves and in need of some help

<at-peace> it would be a garbled message that would not minister to the needs of others within the body

<opentext> So we can then see how essential it is for the believer to have and maintain that constant and consistent fellowship with the Father, so that one is able to be and remain and integral part of the body, and able to adequately supply those members that are around them.

<opentext> Thus we can see why it is so vital that one walks in the Spirit, and not by sight, because often times what the sight or lower nature says may be required, is not what is necessary. 

<opentext> How many times have you known of a need that you have had, and the flesh perceived what it thought was required, but when the answer manifest itself, it was not at all what one expected?

<at-peace> been there, done that     <helpmate> yes

<greg> now unto Him that is able to do above and beyond what ask or think, if I allow it

<opentext> And also, what about when we see someone struggling in an area that we once did, how easy is it to try to think that they need the exact same solution that God used in your situation?

<helpmate> it is very easy to think that, but that is not the way that He works...each of us is a unique and different person….therefore different solutions

<at-peace> easy when we forget that Father ministers to the individual 

<greg> that’s where many get to one dimensional

<opentext> So we can see then, that it is easy to keep God limited in how He is able to minister to us, if we only stay and operate within our comfort zone, or where we think or assume that we have a full understanding of the situation.

<opentext> Thus why the Word says that He knows that which we have need of before we ask. He knows that which we have need of for our own walk, but also that which we have need of to assist someone else in their walk as well.

<opentext> And, let us not forget that it says that He knows what we have need of, before we "ask". Yet, how often is one really willing to ask? Don't many think that since God knows all, then they should not have to ask?

<chosen> yes at times     <helpmate> yes, that is true

<greg> many ask amiss that they may satisfy the desires of the flesh, and not what is needful for the spirit man

<opentext> So we can then see why that constant communications with Father is so important. But, one also has to remember that communications is between two or more. Yet how often do people ever wait long enough to hear Father's answer? Or are they usually to busy talking or whining?

<helpmate> they do not have the patience to wait

<greg> what many think are unanswered prayers, is actually their lack of  letting patience have its perfect work, letting the peace of God rule and not the emotions

<opentext> Now think about this as well, how hospitable is Father to you, when you go to Him seeking counsel?

<greg> exceeding and abundantly above all that i could ask or think

<chosen> more than i can imagine

<at-peace> He is always willing to hear and give 

<opentext> Is this the same kind of love and patience [hospitality] then that you show to those that Father asks you to minister to?

<at-peace> would have to say not always.. should be though at all times,... the example of the believer

<greg> yes, even though we don’t see the results we think we should

<at-peace> sometimes one allows frustration in 

<opentext> Today, we have the opportunity, the privilege of being a useable vessel for Father in and among the brethren. Any questions or comments from today's study?

<greg> 0/     <opentext> yes greg

<greg> James 2:15If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 16And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? (KJV)

<greg> James 2:17Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. (KJV)

<opentext> And often times, don't the people minister to that which the physical is in need of, but have no idea of what is required spiritually? 

<greg> without faith, impossible to please Him, staying in tune so that one is able to give the answer to any man that would ask of the hope within

<greg> absolutely

<greg> James 4:3Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts. 4Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. (KJV)

<greg> they promise liberty, when they themselves are still the servants of corruption, seeking the things of this life and not the things above

<opentext> Thus we can see why the Word says, what does it profit a man if he gains the world, but loses his soul. Most places are only able to minister to the physical needs, but have no idea of what the spirit man requires. [And isn't this also why they take body counts, so they can tell God how much they think they have accomplished?]

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<greg> they don’t see how many of Gods real people are out there seeking answers, they have preconceived notions on what a christian should look like based on the outward

<greg> 0/   <opentext> yes greg

<greg> Matt 25:37Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? 38When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? 39Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? 40And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. (KJV)

<greg> its amazing how many people i deal with that get overlooked by their so called pastors and are starving for what should have been provided in their congregations

<opentext> And how often are these verses only looked at in the physical realm? They fail to see the spiritual implications.

<greg> and anything or anyone that doesn’t live up to their standards are just discarded

<opentext> Just as the apostles wanted nothing to do with Paul for many years, because Paul did not fit their vision.
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