24 March 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 

<chosen> we thank you Father for your blessings, for all that you have provided for us in Christ, there is no good thing that we lack because you have blessed us with all that we need in order to serve you and fellowship with you this day...  we are so thankful for your words of life that speak to our heart as we seek a deeper understanding of your truth, through Christ Jesus our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 12:1-2, I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, KJV

 

<opentext> Not conforming to, not patterning ourselves after this present evil world. Yet, how often do the things that are going on around us, influence the decisions that one may make?

<disciple> we try never to allow that to happen

<chosen> whenever we direct our focus onto them

<helpmate> sometimes, yes, but not that often anymore....we are to come out from among them (2Cor 6:17-18)
I Jn 2:15-17 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. (KJV)
Col 3:2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. (KJV)

<opentext> Do the external circumstances sometimes have more of an effect on us then we are willing to admit?

<at-peace> yes…no one likes to admit falling short 

<helpmate> yes, sometimes     <disciple> yes     <chosen> at times they can
<opentext> So we can see then why Paul tells us not to be patterned after this world, but rather to be transformed by the renewing of our minds. The importance of what it is that we are entertaining in one's thoughts.
<opentext> Have you ever noticed how if you hang around people that are speaking the wrong things, how long it takes before you start communicating somewhat as they do?

<helpmate> yes...evil communications (1Cor 15:33)
<disciple> doesn't take long at all      <chosen> yes

<at-peace> a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump(Gal 5:9)... doesn't take long.. why we are to avoid, flee and run away when we recognize that it is becoming evil communications
Prov 4:13-15 Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her; for she is thy life. Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away.

(KJV)

<opentext> Look at it this way; if you put batteries in a battery charger, but do not plug it into the proper source, will the batteries be able to function as they were intended? Will they be of much use to you?

<disciple> no     <chosen> no     <helpmate> no
<opentext> So what happens then when one does not put forth the adequate measures to keep their mind properly renewed, so that they are not influenced by the external circumstances?

<greg> one wouldn’t notice it until the darkness set in, then it would be much harder to plug in

<chosen> they will be tossed around very easily

<at-peace> the power source begins to fade

<at-peace> and the light grows dimmer

<helpmate> Mark 4:24And he said unto them, Take heed what ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be given. (KJV)
<opentext> So what we have to ask ourselves then [each and every moment of each and every day] is one doing all that they can to be sure that they have an adequate power source which they are using.

<opentext> Let us remember, that faith is by hearing the Message once delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus, and applying that Message to our lives(Rom 10:17). What good does it do to hear a message if one does not adequately apply it to their life?

<chosen> no good   <helpmate> none at all   <disciple> none at all

<greg> faith without a working knowledge of the message would be dead (James 2:20-26)
<opentext> How often does one give full audience to God when He speaks to us, and with us? Or are there distractions that are allowed to interfere?

<helpmate> it should be with the whole heart

<greg> if one takes the time first thing in the day to give audience, it works better than later in the day when things seem to come up (Matt 6:33)
<disciple> it takes a motivation to hear Father before one will sit still and listen for His voice 

<at-peace> if not focused it will be dispersed

 

<opentext> Definition for renewing: 341  anakainoo- to renovate; to cause to grow up, new, to make new  a) new strength and vigor is given to one  b) to be changed into a new kind of life as opposed to the former corrupt state

 

<opentext> Now, when talking about renewing the mind, is this the way one thinks of it?

<helpmate> yes, getting rid of the old and replacing it with the new creation

<greg> Rom 8:15For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.16The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: (KJV)
<greg> the spirit reminds us who we are and what it took to get us here
<disciple> when hearing it in the Spirit, this is what we hear, but sometimes the translation gets lost in 'casual' conversation

<opentext> To renovate, to make new. To get rid of, to tear out the old way of thinking and reacting, and allowing new construction to begin within the mind. Remember, Paul says to be changed, to be transformed by the renewing of "your" mind.

<opentext> As was mentioned a bit earlier, that evil communications does corrupt good morals or manners. So we can begin to see how vital it is, how important it is for the believer to keep the proper thoughts and motivations feeding the mind (Phil 4:8-9), so that they continue with the renovation according to God's purpose and plan, and not build again that which they started to dismantle(Gal 2:18).
<helpmate> Col 3:9Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 10And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: (KJV)
<opentext> Putting off the old man, get rid of those old materials so you do not attempt to use them again in the renovation process.

<opentext> Just as you do not put new wine in old wineskins.
Matt 9:16-17 No man putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old garment, for that which is put in to fill it up taketh from the garment, and the rent is made worse. Neither do men put new wine into old bottles: else the bottles break, and the wine runneth out, and the bottles perish: but they put new wine into new bottles, and both are preserved. (KJV)

Gal 5:17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. (KJV)

<opentext> Now remember just a bit earlier that it was mentioned, that we are to renew "our" mind; yet, how often does one look for someone else, anyone else to do it for us?

<disciple> have done that, but should be mature enough now that we can go to the Source and renew our mind in Him

<chosen> they could poison our mind if we are allowing them to do that

<greg> i like to hear it first hand from the throne

<helpmate> one always need to be like the Bereans (Acts 17:10-11)
<opentext> We are to work out "our" own salvation (Phil 2:12). We are to take responsibility for "our" relationship, fellowship with God. We have to value it, and treasure it just as the person who found the pearl of great price, got rid of everything else, so that they could properly possess that pearl (Matt 13:45-46).

<opentext> Today, you have that opportunity, that privilege of renewing "your" mind with the words that He speaks, which are Spirit, and they are life, to those that find them and possess them (John 6:63). To allow that transformation to continue, by a proper renewing of "your" mind this day.

<greg> o/      <opentext> yes greg

<greg> Eph 4:23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. (KJV)
<greg> if any man has not the spirit of Christ(Rom 8:9), operating in the mind of Christ(1Cor 2:16) which we should be arming ourselves with, they are none of His
1 Pet 4:1-2 Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God. (KJV)

<greg> locked and loaded

<opentext> And one has to remember, that Paul started this topic earlier, by talking about

 the measure, of the gift of Christ. And it is in Christ that the power and wisdom of God is

 made available to us(1Cor 1:24). Now it is up to the individual as to what they do with it.

<at-peace> to be spiritually minded is life and peace, to be carnally minded is death(Rom 8:6)
 

<opentext> Eph 4:4-7, 4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 7 But unto every one of us is given grace

 according to the measure of the gift of Christ. KJV
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