24 March 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time that we can come to you by and through Christ Jesus for our daily bread of life and living water which is able to sustain us through this day.

 

<opentext> Rom 5:17-18, 17 For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.) 18 Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. KJV

<opentext> By one man's offense, death reigned. There are two father's out there, the Father of the truth, and the father of lies.

<opentext> It is by one hearing and adhering to the Message delivered by the Father of truth, that one is able to inherit eternal life.

<opentext> Yet, how easy is it for people to miss the simplicity of the gospel of Christ?

<chosen> easy if using one's own thinking and understanding

 

<opentext> Note how Paul states it in verse 17, "much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus  Christ."

<opentext> It is all a matter of one receiving the grace of God, which is contained in the gift of righteousness. He became sin for "me", that i might be made the righteousness of God in Him.

<opentext> How often does the newness of a gift last? A day, a week, maybe a month?

<peace-afk> depends on how much one cherishes the gift

<chosen> until we take it for granted

 

<opentext> How valuable, how treasured is the gift. And if one forgets that the wages of sin is death, and looks to appease the lower nature rather then to seek to live in the divine nature, it will not be long until one flees the Father's house.

<opentext> Those that are in the flesh, that is living by the wants and cravings of the lower nature, are not able to please God. They are not able to maintain a life that stays within the boundaries of the Message delivered.

<opentext> In Adam all die, because Adam made the choice of living for the moment, rather then living to be pleasing to God. Jesus Christ, the forerunner, the one who went in advance to shows us the way, established by the truth, in order to obtain eternal life, gave us the example of how we too can live by obeying the leading of the divine nature of Christ that abides within the believer.

 

<opentext> Yet, how easy is it to follow the crowd, rather then to want to be pleasing to God?

<at-peace> can be very easy if not grounded or holding fast to that that which Father asks of us 

<chosen> it depends on what we are seeking after first, our priorities

 

<opentext> Rom 5:19, For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous. KJV

 

<opentext> We are told to seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness, and then all that we have need of will be provided for us.

<opentext> Jesus Christ did those things that were pleasing to the Father, which made the majority of the people hate Him, because it exposed their shortcomings, and their lack of sincerity in serving God.

 

<opentext> How often does the lower nature try to point out to us, all of the things [sins] that other people seem or appear to be getting by or away with?

<chosen> often.... a battle     <at-peace> often

 

<opentext> By one man's obedience, many are afforded the opportunity to obtain righteousness, and eternal life with God. But, what most forget, is that His kingdom is not of this world. And the majority of the people want their reward and acknowledgement now.

<opentext> The wages of sin, is death. Yet, because very few are able to comprehend spiritual death, they are not able to understand how they can yet be alive physically, and dead spiritually at the same time. Thus they continue to justify their living in obedience to the lower nature.

<opentext> If the motor on a automobile is still working, but the transmission is not, how far can a person get on their journey?

<chosen> not far   <at-peace> not far

 

<opentext> And yet, because the engine starts and runs, don't most people assume then that they should be able to go?

<chosen> yes    <at-peace> yes

 

<opentext> Isn't this the way it is when a person still have life within the flesh, but has not the Spirit of Christ within them?

<chosen> yes    <at-peace> yes, they also expect to live eternally

 

<opentext> The engine works, but the transmission is faulty, thus they can never arrive at the kingdom of God.

<at-peace> their conscience having been seared with a hot iron

<opentext> There is one mediator between God and man, and that the man lead by the Spirit of Christ, Jesus of Nazareth. Today, we are blessed with the opportunity to operate in His righteousness, that we too may follow His example, and be pleasing to the Father, that we may inherit eternal life with Him. 
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