24 June 2004 Thursday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time to come before you to receive of you that which is essential for our walk in faith this day. We thank you for the precious gift of Jesus Christ, which enables us to be a part of your family, and live and function as your child within your kingdom.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:8-9, 8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. KJV

 

<opentext> Rom 8:9 But if God himself has taken up residence in your life, you can hardly be thinking more of yourself than of him. Anyone, of course, who has not welcomed this invisible but clearly present God, the Spirit of Christ, won't know what we're talking about.  (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> I like the way the Message translation says, that if we are seeking first the kingdom of God, by and through His righteousness which has been given to us, then a person should not be thinking of themselves more then they think of God.

<opentext> Yet, how often is that the case, that God is in our thoughts, more then our own self and it's agendas?

<disciple> more so, daily...as i grow unto Him

<chosen> we need to work at keeping Him and seeking Him, first above all else

 

<opentext> So we can see how vital it is, that one keeps their mind renewed in and on the Word of truth.

<opentext> As we can see that it also states, that one has to be living and operating in the Spirit of Christ if they are going to be able to with confidence state, that they are truly one of His.

<opentext> If any person does not have the Spirit of Christ living and abiding within them, they cannot be one of His. But, it also goes beyond this as the Message states, that those that do not have the Spirit of Christ living and operating within them, will not have a clue as to what we are talking about either.

<opentext> And do you think that this is something that you will be able to explain to them?

<chosen> no                <disciple> no

<opentext> Yet, how often in the past, have you tried to explain it to people, only to observe them with a look of bewilderment, as well as thinking that your level is just a bit off of the center bubble?

<chosen> have tried that

<disciple> that has happened a few times...then have to remember, if they don't listen to Jesus Christ, they sure won't listen to me

 

<opentext> That is why it is imperative that one remembers, that we are supposed to be nothing more then signposts along the strait and narrow path, which point the people to the Father by and through Christ Jesus.

<opentext> It is the Father that observes the sincerity of their heart, and determines if He will reveal His Son, Christ, within them.

<opentext> If any person be in Christ, then they are a new creation, old things have passed away, and behold all things have become new. However, one needs to maintain their walk in the Spirit, in order for this to remain a constant in their live. Otherwise, if they stray out of the Spirit, what is going to transpire?

<disciple> they revert to the lower nature, controlling them, and break the relationship with Father

<chosen> the flesh is then in control

 

<opentext> That is why Paul in writing to the Galatians, told them that it was when he separated himself from all of the fleshly ties that he came into this world with, that only then was Father able to reveal His Son within Him.

<opentext> How often does ones fleshly ties, prevent Father from revealing more of the gift that we received?

<disciple> it can always do that...because we put the fleshly ties ahead of Father

 

<opentext> Weymouth's New Testament

Romans 8:9  You, however, are not devoted to earthly, but to spiritual things, if the Spirit of God is really dwelling in you; whereas if any man has not the Spirit of Christ, such a one does not belong to Him.

 

<opentext> It all comes down to that which a person is devoted to. And, contrary to what most people think, there are only two areas in life that people can be devoted to, self, or God.

<opentext> Now, if someone were to constantly beat, berate and mistreat you, how long would it be before you made the decision to longer dwell with them?

<disciple> not long               <chosen> not long

 

<opentext> And when living and operating in the flesh, isn't that exactly the way we are treating God?

<chosen> true                 <disciple> yes

 

<opentext> So how long do you think He is going to dwell within us, when we treat Him that way?

<disciple> He won't    <chosen> He wont be able to

 

<opentext> So we can see the importance of a person maintaining their right relationship with God. That is, keeping the flesh or lower nature under subjection of the Spirit of Christ, so that God is able to maintain His residence within the believer, and continue to reveal all that has been made available to that believer.

<opentext> If you continue in His Word, then are His disciples indeed, and you will know the truth of God's purpose and plan for you, and it is this knowledge and liberty that is in Christ, that will set you free, and keep you free from the trappings of the lower nature.

 

<opentext> John 15:4-5, 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. KJV

 

<opentext> To continue in, is to abide in. So we can see the importance of the believer always [not just when one "feels" like it] to maintain their right relationship with the Father by and through Christ Jesus. Yet, how easy it is for one to allow this relationship with Him to slip or deteriorate?

<disciple> can be easy if we don't stay aware and in constant communication with Father

<chosen> we will slip easily when we take our focus off Him

 

<opentext> Ah, the importance of listening to, being attentive to, each and every word that comes forth from the throne and mouth of God. For it is His Word that enables us to be that loving and obedient child. For without His Word, with out the essence of life within us, Christ, we can do nothing that will be pleasing to Him.
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