Bible Study Monday 24 June 2002

 

It is no longer Sunday, but what is the center or focus of your thoughts this day? Is the lower or carnal nature dictating your thoughts and actions this day?

 

Romans 8:5 For people who live by the standard set by their lower nature are usually thinking the things suggested by that nature, and people who live by the standard set by the Spirit are usually thinking the things suggested by the Spirit. (William's New Testament)
 

Taking sides! And this is what a person will do with each and every decision, with each and every choice that they will make during the day. The key is, what standard is one using for their life here on this earth; that of the lower or carnal nature, or that of the new life in Christ?

 

By looking to our minds. How may we know whether we are after the flesh or after the Spirit? By examining what we mind, the things of the flesh or the things of the spirit. Carnal pleasure, worldly profit and honour, the things of sense and time, are the things of the flesh, which unregenerate people mind. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

One will often remember what the Word tells us, that as a man thinks within his heart, so will he be; yet, how often does one take note of what they are thinking, what their mind is meditating on? Such a simple verse, “seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness,” yet how often does one really hear it, let alone live it?

 

The favour of God, the welfare of the soul, the concerns of eternity, are the things of the Spirit, which those that are after the Spirit do mind. The man is as the mind is. The mind is the forge of thoughts. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

Even though one knows eternity is what is at stake, one does not always keep their mind renewed in the Word. What one takes thought of, is what will forge or form their life. Just as God by His Word formed the worlds and all that we know by faith; likewise what thoughts one has, will produce the words that they put forth, and thus form their world around them. One will either take sides with God and life, or with the devil and death.

 

Philippians 4:8 Now, brothers, practice thinking on what is true, what is honorable, what is right, what is pure, what is lovable, what is high-toned, yes, on everything that is excellent or praiseworthy. (William's New Testament)

 

Not of vain repetitions, but by practicing he means living a lifestyle which is in agreement with God and His Word. Living it because it is real and alive to you, not just because you saw someone else do it.

[Finally, brethren] The object of the apostle is to recommend holiness and righteousness to them in every point of view; and to show that the Gospel of Christ requires all its professors to have the mind that was in Christ, and to walk as he himself also walked. That they were not to attend to one branch of righteousness or virtue only, but to everything by which they might bring honour to God, good to their fellow creatures, and credit to themselves. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

“In all of our ways” to acknowledge Him. Yet is His Word the detailed outline for everything that we do? Or, only what you deem necessary or appropriate?

 

In this "paragraph on mental health" (Simcox) Paul draws up a list of virtues. (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

As John wrote, that he prayed above all things, that they would prosper and be in health, by the degree with which their soul prospered, or was renewed by the Word of God. How often does one hope it will be or happen, rather than acting upon His Word by faith, knowing that it shall be?

 

In every point of view, one has to be aware of who they are taking sides with. As the Word tells us, give us this day our daily bread. That heavenly manna, that bread of life that produces and maintains the mind of Christ within the believer.
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