Bible Study Wednesday 24 July 2002

 

To be a child of God, or not to be a child of God. It is a simple statement, with eternal implications, yet seldom given serious consideration!

 

Proverbs 18:21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof. KJV

Jesus Christ said that if we confessed Him before men, then He would confess us before His Father in heaven. However, one does not always hear the implications that this verse really states.

 

Matthew 10:32-33 Therefore, everyone who will own me before men I will own before my Father in heaven, 33. but anyone who disowns me before men I will disown before my Father in heaven. (Williams New Testament)

 

To own Christ, is to be in possession of Him. Valued, as the pearl of great price. How valuable is your relationship with Him? What is there that is of more value to you, than your daily fellowship with Him?

 

[Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men] That is, whosoever shall acknowledge me to be the Messiah, and have his heart and life regulated by my spirit and doctrine. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

How often does one really submit to His Spirit, and His doctrine? Doesn’t one often do so only when it serves their agenda or purpose?

 

It is not merely sufficient to have the heart right before God; there must be a firm, manly, and public profession of Christ before men. "I am no hypocrite," says one; neither should you be. "I will keep my religion to myself," i. e. you will not confess Christ before men; then he will renounce you before God. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Thus, why Paul tells us to be that example of the believers. Not just at certain times, or certain places, but to be that example at all times. If one is constantly turning it off and on; they are apt to be caught as the 5 foolish virgins in Matthew 25.

 

We confess or own Christ when we own his doctrine, his ministers, his servants, and when no fear hinders us from supporting and assisting them in times of necessity. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

One often forgets that the Lord said if they persecuted Him, then they will persecute us as well. How firm is your faith? 
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