24 January 2006 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and all that you have prepared for us to partake of in fellowship together and to share in the bread of life and living waters that will sustain us this day on the path home to you through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 15:27-28, 27 It hath pleased them verily; and their debtors they are. For if the Gentiles have been made partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to minister unto them in carnal things. 28 When therefore I have performed this, and have sealed to them this fruit, I will come by you into Spain. KJV

 

<opentext> Now let us remember that we are to owe no man anything but love. So how do you think that Paul means that they are debtors?

<at-peace> it has been laid to their charge ?

<opentext> Let's look at it this way for a moment; if someone brings you a gift, but the gift is not from the person delivering it, yet the gift received is of such great value and treasure, how would you feel toward the one who delivered the gift?

<disciple> grateful that they delivered the gift

<helpmate> one should be very grateful for the delivery of it

<at-peace> indebted to their kindness in delivering the gift and would probably want to share it with them if at all possible in some way

<opentext> Now take it a step further, that the gift that they delivered saved your life, and even though they delivered the gift to you, they were not fully aware of the value of the gift they delivered, let alone that they too could be a partaker of it?

<at-peace> give and it shall be given

<opentext> Now if you will recall back in chapter 10, Paul's prayer for Israel was that they might be saved, in spite of their own ignorance of the righteousness that was afforded unto them.

<opentext> Paul went on to say that they had a zeal for God, but it was not according to the proper knowledge of God through the gift of Christ.

<opentext> They were ignorant of the gift before them, and ignored it, and continued to try to establish their own right standing with God, rather then utilizing the gift that was before them.

<opentext> And yet we know that God so loved "the world" that He gave the gift of His Son, it is available to all man kind.

<opentext> It is more of a compassion for the people of Israel, that they might see the value of the gift that was manifest through them.

<opentext> Think about it this way for a moment, let us say you were out hunting, and you know someone was hunting to the right side of you, so you were not expecting anything to come from that direction. Yet, the person over there fell asleep, and so something came in from that direction, and provided you with the provisions that you needed. What would you feel about the person that fell asleep that allowed you to get your provisions

<opentext> Wouldn't you in a way be thankful that they fell asleep, yet not wanting them to go hungry?

<helpmate> yes

<at-peace> yes, especially knowing they were in need of provisions also

<disciple> yes

<opentext> So in some way, wouldn't you feel compassion for them because of their ignorance?

<helpmate> yes… sort of like the 5 foolish virgins

<disciple> yes

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> Yet, was it your fault that they fell asleep?

<at-peace> no

<disciple> no, but most would take a 'snooze you lose' attitude

<opentext> So then we can see that even though some have the gift, they fail to see the value of the gift and think they have exclusive rights to it, even though it was given to all of the world.

<opentext> Yet, those who receive the gift, and seek an understanding of the fulness of the gift, then want to share that with all that they come in contact with, and especially to those who delivered it to them, and yet were ignorant of what they allowed to slip by them.

<opentext> So it is more an understanding of the value of the gift, not a real indebtedness to them, that compels them to want to give back to them.

<opentext> And if the person that fell asleep was in danger of starving to death, wouldn't you feel compelled to try to help them to prevent that?

<at-peace> yes…regardless of their foolish heart

<helpmate> yes

<disciple> yes

<opentext> So we can say that they felt an obligation to them, even though it was in reality not an obligation, but love. Yet, does the world understand this love?

<helpmate> no

<disciple> no

<at-peace> not at all

<opentext> so can you see then what Paul is trying to get across in these verses here?

<disciple> yes...clearly

<opentext> We can have compassion for people, but one cannot allow it to become a bondage.

<at-peace> yes, freely they had received and were willing to give of what they had that others might share in the same gift of love
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