24 February 2005 Thursday Bible study.

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and this time in fellowship that you have blessed us with to learn more of you and your Word that you have spoken that will enable each of us to hold fast the profession of faith and not waiver from that which we do know and have been assured of, that in and through all things this day you will be glorified through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Rom 11:30-31, 30 For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through their unbelief: 31 Even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy. KJV

<opentext> Eph 2:1-2, 1And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: KJV

<opentext> Whatever is not of faith, is sin. It makes no difference to one's nationality or anything else.

<opentext> Often times people forget where God has brought them from. It is not a matter of dwelling on the sins we committed, but rather remembering the sinners we were.

<opentext> Note how Paul says that we once walked the course of this world; that broad path which is heavily traveled, which leads to destruction.

<opentext> One must be mindful of the fact that the strait and narrow path is NOT heavily traveled, that there are few that are willing to lay down their life for the gospels sake.

<opentext> Eph 2:3-4, 3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, KJV

<opentext> Note how Paul says that when we walked that course with and of the world, that we then also talked as they talked, and our total pursuit was in and of those fleshly or earthly things.

<opentext> It was the flesh that led the mind, rather then the heart.

 <opentext> Not forgetting what manner of man we were, not so that we dwell on sin, but rather that one remains mindful and thankful for the rich mercy that Father showed upon us.

<opentext> Remember Paul also told us that he was not as the many, which corrupted or peddled the Word of God for profit, but rather of sincerity, of knowing where he had been delivered from and truth, would always speak the truth in Christ.

<opentext> Thus we can see why we need to be imitators of Christ; being that example of the believer in every word we speak, which then prescribes the conduct Father wants from us in our lives, that our life may be that written epistle that will show people that light that burns within us, so that that strait and narrow path is clearly illuminated.

<opentext> Yet, how easy is it to be forgetful of this?

<chosen> easy, when we get caught up in things of this world

<at-peace> easy, once one allows the cares and concerns of this life to enter in

 <opentext> Note steph's answer, getting caught up in the things of this world, or as Paul said the course of this world. Following the example the world sets, rather then the example Jesus Christ set. And once one starts on that course of the world, then the cares and concerns maintaining that course then are what flood the mind.

<opentext> If one is to rejoice evermore as Paul said, then doesn't one have to be mindful of God's great love for us, and the grace and mercy that He made available to us?

<at-peace> yes    <helpmate> yes    <chosen> yes

<opentext> Why?

 <at-peace> joy of the Lord in our lives is our strength that enables us to remain in the attitude of gratitude

<helpmate> if we do not think and dwell in the positive we will then be thinking and dwelling in the negative...satan’s home turf…. for or against

<chosen> the joy of the Lord is our strength but, we can only experience His joy while we remember that this is the day that He has made and that's why we can rejoice

<opentext> So what you are saying is that we have to remain mindful of that Pearl of great price, so that the value of that always remains real and alive to us?

<helpmate> yes    <chosen> yes

<at-peace> yes, without it there is nothing to be joyful for 

<opentext> Now another thing that one must be mindful of; how many times was this gospel of peace presented to you before you accepted this grace and mercy?

<at-peace> many times     <chosen> many times

<helpmate> many times before i understood what it all entailed

<opentext> Now what would you think if God gave up on you after let's say the first 50 times?

<helpmate> yikes!!!     <chosen> :-\     <at-peace> no hope

<opentext> Yet, how often are we ready to write people off after they do not listen to us after a several times?

<at-peace> if not operating in the love of Christ with all long suffering... doesn't take very many times

<opentext> Or, when people do not respond, how often is it that we think maybe we did something wrong?

<at-peace> at times have questioned if the motive of my heart was right in that which was shared or spoken to others

<opentext> So we can see why we have to be mindful of God's love and patience with us, so that these qualities or characteristics are then developing in us as well. And that our purpose is to please Father.

<opentext> As the Lord told Jeremiah, that he was not to be afraid of their faces, but rather to stay focused in and on that which Father asked of Him.
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