24 August 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<greg> Father we thank you for your word, a lamp unto our feet and a light unto the path of life you have directed us on this day, to worship you in spirit and in truth as we take another step toward the wedding feast through Jesus Christ our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 8:31-33, 31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? 33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. KJV

 

<opentext> You are complete in Him! And, if you are complete in Him, and you are operating or living where He wants you to be, how come one so often assumes that they are looked down at by God?

<disciple> we look at the flesh and it's failures, instead of seeing the spirit of Christ within us

<chosen> not seeing ourselves the way He does

 

<opentext> Does one always see themselves as really risen with Him? Or does one always think that they have to prove themselves [works] to before they will be accepted or acknowledged by Him?

<disciple> trying to impress Him with works is a slip off the path

<greg> the only work one can do is to believe on the perfect work that has been done on our behalf already, try to stay out of the way, by entering into that rest and ceasing from what we think will impress God

 

<opentext> Col 2:12-14, 12[Thus you were circumcised when] you were buried with Him in [your] baptism, in which you were also raised with Him [to a new life] through [your] faith in the working of God [as displayed] when He raised Him up from the dead. 13 And you who were dead in trespasses and in the uncircumcision of your flesh (your sensuality, your sinful carnal nature), [God] brought to life together with [Christ], having [freely] forgiven us all our transgressions, 14 Having cancelled and blotted out and wiped away the handwriting of the note (bond) with its legal decrees and demands which was in force and stood against us (hostile to us). This [note with its regulations, decrees, and demands] He set aside and cleared completely out of our way by nailing it to [His] cross. AMP

 

<opentext> People often forget that Jesus Christ already did the work. He died for the sins of the world. And, if i believe that which He says, that i am risen with Him. I know have the right and the ability to be an active participant with Him in His divine nature.

 

<opentext> God has forgiven us "all" of our transgressions, yet, does one always believe this?

<at-peace> if one is walking by faith then yes, otherwise probably not

<disciple> i know He has...but sometimes don't accept His forgiveness for my sins and shortcomings

<disciple> or, takes longer for me to do that      <chosen> sometimes guilt creeps in

<greg> there is now no condemnation to them that are in Christ, who walk after the things of the spirit

 

<opentext> As greg pointed out, the only work for us to do, is to accept the fact of that which has already been accomplished in and on our behalf. Now remember at the start of this chapter, that Paul said that there is no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus. So then, if God has justified us in Christ Jesus, why would one think that God was ready to smite them?

<disciple> we see what we deserve rather than His grace, mercy, love and forgiveness

<greg> rightly dividing the word of truth, knowing the difference between persecution and chastening, many think they have failed God because of the persecutions, and try to appease man instead of God

 

<opentext> Being confident of the work which He has begun within us, and allowing Him to bring the work to completion.         Rom 8:33-34, 33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. KJV

 

<opentext> So if one is walking in faith, living and operating in and by the grace of God, why is it that one so often doubts that which God has said? In other words, why doesn't one accept the fact that they are His children and live like it?

<disciple> the flesh gets pampered a bit, and it becomes the focal point, at times, instead of pleasing Father

<greg> some don’t always want the responsibility that goes with it, they still want to cling to the things of this life

<at-peace> for many they begin in the Spirit but revert to the flesh seeking to please man instead of God

 

<opentext> So then, one is often allowing that which they have been taught and instructed by their fleshly family to have more credence then that which the Father has spoken?

<disciple> in a slippery, sliding time...yes...we sometimes fall short of what Father asks of us

<greg> Prov 16:25  There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death. (KJV)    <greg> the carnal mind is enmity with God, and walks a slippery path

<opentext> He has delivered us from the power of darkness, and has translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son, in whom we have redemption, even the forgiveness of sins. God has justified us, by the obedience of His Son, who is there before the throne making intercession for us. Now for many, if someone was offering them a million dollars they would be quick to take it. How much more valuable is the gift that Father has placed before us?

<greg> the best deal in the universe     <chosen> so much more

<disciple> it is the Pearl of great price...it is priceless and we could never afford to buy that gift...has to be given to us

<at-peace> the pearl of great price that one would lose their life that they might gain eternal life with Him

 

<opentext> So then, if we can see the preciousness of this gift, and the fact that God has placed it before us, then why does one doubt Father's love in wanting us to accept it, and to be a part of His family? [The devil is the accuser of the brethren, not Father!]

<greg> a person will believe the voice they listen to the most, is their choice which voice they want to acknowledge as the truth

<disciple> most look at His love as with their physical family....comparing fleshly things with spiritual things

 

<opentext> The Father has justified us through the sacrifice of His Son, the Son makes intercession for us before the throne of the Father, the only thing left is for you to accept this love, and walk in the fulness of it this day!
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