23 September 2004 Thursday Bible study.

 

 

<chosen> thank you Father for giving us this time where we can come and sit at your feet and learn from you, with open hearts and ears we receive that which you have prepared for us that will feed and strengthen us, through your Son and our Lord Jesus Christ

 

<opentext> Heb 10:23-25, 23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) 24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. KJV

 

<opentext> Note how both verses 23 and 24 start with "let us", the importance of our maintaining one's union with Him.

<opentext> And our union with Him is dependent upon you remaining in agreement with the Message that Christ has delivered to you.

<opentext> Holding fast...being consistent, not halting between two opinions. Knowing that God is true.

<opentext> It is easy to talk about God and His Word being true, yet, how difficult is it to then live that which we will talk about?

<disciple> there is always resistance from the flesh, but it's still our choice to walk in the Spirit or allow the flesh to rule

<chosen> need to strive at it, with all our heart

<helpmate> it is very difficult...i hear a lot talk about His word, but their lifestyles do not change any or the ones that had changed start to slowly go back to the way that they were before and only talk about the word not doing or sharing

<opentext> What about the difference between people constantly telling you how inept that you may be in certain areas, and God encouraging you in love, to bring about change in your life that will make your life pleasing to Him. Which will you be more apt to respond to?

<helpmate> the encouragement

<disciple> should respond to Father's voice, not the voice of condemnation

<opentext> So then, if we are as believers, as those in union with Him, when we provoke or encourage others, do we do it in the like manner as Father, or does one do it by the leadings of the lower nature?

<disciple> should say and do what Father asks of us

<helpmate> we should be encouraging others by sharing His word

<chosen> should be as He leads

<at-peace> should be Father's wisdom

<at-peace> James 3:17But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.  (KJV)

<opentext> Would "being the example of the believers" be then what Paul is referring to? Shouldn't our lifestyle, our every day conversation do all of the speaking for us?

<chosen> yes     <helpmate> yes    <at-peace> yes it should

<opentext> When "we" gather or assemble together, if we are in union with Him, seeking His face, then wouldn't that bring about the fact that we are complete in Him?

<disciple> yes

<helpmate> Matt 18:20For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. (KJV)

<helpmate> but if one is not talking His word, He is not gather there

 

<opentext> Heb 10:25 not avoiding worshiping together as some do but spurring each other on, especially as we see the big Day approaching.  (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> Those that worship the Father, must do so in Spirit and in truth.

<opentext> How much difference is there to you in stating, assembling together, or worshipping together?

<disciple> anybody can assemble together, but when one worships, they must do so in Spirit and in Truth

<helpmate> the difference between night and day....one can assemble together and not be worshiping....one has to be sharing His word in order to be worshiping....just coming in and talking about the day is not fellowshipping or sharing His word

<helpmate> it is not wrong to talk about how the day went but one also has to talk about His word also

<opentext> How often then, when we read or look at the scriptures, is it easy to become focused only in and on a verse or two, and forget what the overall Message is?

<disciple> sometimes we hear in part...and then rush to a few verses trying to find a hidden meaning, rather than waiting on Father to open the scriptures He wants us to learn from 

<opentext> To not forsake the assembling together that Paul is talking about here, is that when we come together, it is to bring about completeness to the body of Christ. Knowing that there is but one Lord, one faith, and that we have to enter into that rest within Him.

<opentext> If you have a thorn in your index finger, do you hope that the irritation quits and that the thorn goes away, or do you seek wisdom on how to remove it and then take the appropriate actions to bring about the healing and restoration?

<disciple> take out the thorn and then treat the wound...expecting healing and restoration to take place

<helpmate> and if one does not put Christ in the picture, the healing will not take place just as if Christ is not put into the assembling of the body, He will not be there and healing will also not take place

<chosen> seek His help and apply it

<opentext> Now does that thorn affect just the finger, or the whole of the body?

<helpmate> the whole body

<disciple> it will infect and affect the whole body, if it is not treated properly

<helpmate> yes, just like a little leaven

<opentext> So then, are we beginning to see how Paul is sharing with us, that first off we have to hold fast our profession of faith without wavering, so that operating within His love, we are able to encourage one another as we come together to share and talk about how God is moving and operating within our lives?

<helpmate> yes    <disciple> yes   <chosen> yes
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