Bible Study Wednesday 23 October 2002

 

How often does one ask God for counsel, and then run to man for the answers?

 

Psalms 86:11 Teach me thy way, O LORD; I will walk in thy truth: unite my heart to fear thy name. KJV

 

One will say that they seek God for the answer, yet how often will they wait to hear His response? Or how often will they like the answer that they get from Him?

 

One will ask God for Him to teach them His ways, but then will one give heed to the counsel which is given? 

 

[Teach me thy way] Instruct me in the steps I should take; for without thy teaching I must go astray. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

[Unite my heart] join all the purposes, resolutions, and affections of my heart together, to fear and to glorify thy name. This is a most important prayer. A divided heart is a great curse; scattered affections are a miserable plague. When the heart is not at unity with itself, the work of religion cannot go on. Indecision of mind and division of affections mar any work. The heart must be one, that the work may be one. If this be wanting, all is wrong. This is a prayer which becomes the mouth of every Christian. (From Adam Clarke Commentary) 

 

[Teach me thy way, O LORD] That is, in the present emergency. Show me what thou wouldst have me to do that I may obtain thy favor, and thy gracious help. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

[I will walk in thy truth] I will live and act in accordance with what thou dost declare to be true. Whatever that may be, I will pursue it, having no will of my own. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

The means which he saw to be necessary for this was that his "heart" might be "united" in this one great object; that is, that his heart might be single in its views and purposes; that there might be no distracting purposes; that one great aim might be always before him. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

God's "way" is God's safe guidance of His people; the way of salvation, whereby He leads them. (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

 

"Teach me thy way, O Lord! the way that thou hast appointed me to walk in; when I am in doubt concerning it, make it plain to me what I should do; let me hear the voice saying, This is the way," <Isa. 30:21 And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it,>.(From Matthew Henry's Commentary)
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