23 November 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and this time in fellowship that you have prepared for us to hear and receive your Words of life and truth that are able to keep and sustain us this day giving you all the praise, honor, and glory, through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 10:8 But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; KJV

 

<opentext> The Word is nigh thee. God sent His Word to all the world. It is nigh or near to everyone. Each and every person has access to it. Yet, not many are willing to accept it. 
Rom 10:13-18  For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report? So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world. (KJV)

Ps 107:20 He sent his word, and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions. (KJV)
John 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. (KJV)

<opentext> Definition for "nigh": 1451  eggus- 1) near, used of place and position   a) near   b) those who are near access to God  1) Jews, as opposed to those who are alien from God and his blessings  2) The Rabbis used the term "to make nigh" as equivalent to "to make a proselyte" 2) used of time; used of times imminent and soon to come pass

 

<opentext> So we can see that the Word is close in proximity to all that are on the earth; some may even say the Word with their mouth; and even fewer allow that Word into their heart.

 

<opentext> For yourself, every time that you verbalize the Word, do you give full thought to that which you are presenting on the scene?

<disciple> not always     <chosen> no not always

 

<opentext> Every time one speaks the Word, do you consider that you are supposed to be an ambassador for the kingdom of God?

<at-peace> one should, that in nothing the ministry should be blamed

2 Cor 6:3 Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed: (KJV)

speak boldly as a representative of God and the life godly in Christ Jesus. (1Tim 4:12-16)

<opentext> It is easy to look at others and criticize how they are handling this Word of life, and ignore how we are handling it. There is a responsibility that comes with God's Word. Yet, does one always remember that?

<chosen> no              <disciple> no

<at-peace> at times have fallen short in keeping that in remembrance

 

<opentext> So we can see another way that we can hear this verse, as to how we have related to the Word, and how much have we allowed it into our life. It can be near us, all around us. It can simply be words that one repeats like a parrot; or, they can be real and alive in one's heart, an actual way of life and living.

 

<opentext> So the question that one needs to always keep in mind is, does one always value and treasure the Word as the pearl of great price? Is it as vital to me as the very air that i breathe that allows me to live and exist?

<at-peace> it should be

 
Matt 13:45-46 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it. (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 10:9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. KJV

 

<opentext> Note how Paul starts off verse 9; IF....you will confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus.

Rom 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. (KJV)

<opentext> Now, to be saved one does not have to know the mystery of the gospel, but they do have to acknowledge that which Jesus of Nazareth accomplished in and on their behalf, and come into agreement with that. They have to recognize and accept that God made this same Jesus both Lord and Christ (Acts 2:36). One has to recognize and acknowledge that the Lord Jesus did die for their sins, and that He was raised from the dead by the Spirit of God in and on their behalf (Rom 8:11). Now if one is able to do this, they will be saved; they will be delivered from the power of darkness and translated into the kingdom of His dear Son (Col 1:12-13); they will become that new creation in Christ, old things will be passed away, and all things will become new (2Cor 5:17). It is what enables them to have a new beginning. Notice the order though in how Paul presents it in this verse, that first we confess with the mouth, and then believe in the heart. Why does Paul state it this way?

<at-peace> speaking the words go forth from the mouth so that the Spirit brings it to pass within the heart

<disciple> by your words, you are justified or condemned...you speak the words of life, then you have allowed the  Spirit can work within to make it happen

 

<opentext> Good answer charlene. And let me ask you this then; What was the difference between Saul of Tarsus on the road to Damascus, and Paul the apostle sitting in prison in Rome some 30 years later?

 

<disciple> Paul heard and listened to His voice, rather than just memorizing His words...one has to have heard to truly proclaim Christ Jesus as Saviour

<at-peace> Saul was of the flesh having a zeal for God but not according to knowledge and Paul of the Spirit according to God's knowledge... the letter killeth, the Spirit giveth life

2 Cor 3:6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Good points, that each of us has to have a starting place or point with God; that place or beginning where one is saved. One might say, that place in our life where one takes that step out for God, to allow His word to have right of way within their life. Though one can somewhat feel a change and difference in their life, they do not have a comprehension of exactly what took place. Saul of Tarsus on the road to Damascus, saw the need for change in his life, because he was going against the very God he had thought he had been serving, Paul the apostle sitting in the prison in Rome, and by this time in his life allowed that wisdom from above into his heart, and had allowed it to be a very way of life and living. (Stephen ? Saul’s change in heart….God knows the thoughts and intents of the heart (Heb 4:12)).
<opentext> In Romans 10:9, this is what we see, is the beginning or enabling of our walk, our relationship with God. We see the need for change, we can even acknowledge the change or transformation that takes place within, and yet not have an understanding of it.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
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