23 May 2005 Monday Bible study.

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and all that you have prepared for us that will keep and sustain each of us and enable us to remain faithful and obedient to all that you may ask of us this day giving you all the praise, honor, and glory through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Rom 12:13, Contribute to the needs of God's people [sharing in the necessities of the saints]; pursue the practice of hospitality. AMP

<opentext> Last week we talked about growing and maturing to the place that we have a calm expectancy in and of the promises of God, which enable one to press forward regardless of the external conflicts and pressures, because one has gotten to the place where they are able to communicate and fellowship with the Father at all times, where ever they may be.

<opentext> If one is not able to have an strong and effective relationship with the Father, can they be expected to hold up the needs of anyone else effectively?

<disciple> no   <at-peace> no

<opentext> So one has to be aware of how this chapter is developing, as Paul is showing us how the Christian grows and evolves, and how the character of Christ within them develops. Stop and consider this for a moment; if you are not able to change your own flat tire, will you be able to show anyone else how to do it for themselves?

<at-peace> not efficiently   <disciple> no

<opentext> Now, we can pray for people when we do not understand their situation, even though we may not have a clue of how God may answer it. Yet, there are other times that one will be able to share with others how they were able to overcome in a similar situation.

<opentext> I like the way the Amplified translation says "sharing in the necessities of the saints".  Just as Paul said in his letter to the Galatians, that we are to bear one another’s burdens.

<opentext> Sometimes people allow their hearts to get hard and calloused, that they are not able to have compassion on and for others. Yet, as a Christian, if one is to be growing and developing in and of the character of Christ, then compassion will be one of the attributes that will come to the forefront. Yet, one has to remember that there is a difference between having compassion for others, and feeling sorry for others. What is that difference?

<disciple> feeling sorry for one is relying on emotions

<opentext> Ah, the difference between being led by emotions or by His Spirit. Walking by faith and not by sight. Yet, how often when one gets involved by emotions, does one find themselves adding to the problem, rather then being able to offer a solution?

<at-peace> when entangled in the situation it is difficult to see the solution ourselves

<disciple> anytime one allows emotions to rule, they have separated themselves from the wisdom of God, and that will always cause problems

<opentext> And aren't there times as well, that one can get so involved emotionally that they can no longer remember the objective from when they first started?

<disciple> yes

<opentext> How many times can we observe in the Gospels, that if Jesus Christ had allowed the physical circumstances to dictate to Him, would He have been able to hear Father's solution for the situation?

<disciple> if He had not listened to Father, we would not have had this opportunity to meet together and share the Word...He would have allowed sin in, if He focused on the physical circumstances

<opentext> Look at it this way, if you had several thousand people show up at your door tonight for dinner, and all you had was a few loaves of bread and a few sardines, what would your outlook and attitude be?

<disciple> probably have the instinct to shut the door

<at-peace> if walking by faith i would trust that there would be enough, but if by sight would be thinking how am i going to feed all this people with what little i have, i pray that i would react as our Lord reacted

<opentext> The responses that one would have, would probably be many. Including maybe they came to the wrong house. The mind would analyze the physical, including the check book and credit card balances.

<opentext> Yet, how many times a day does one come in contact with those who are spiritually starving to death? Even among those that are Christians?

<disciple> when we get out around people...most everybody we meet are spiritually starving, or the walking dead

<opentext> And then consider this as well; how many of us developed bad eating habits, that were not beneficial for our health? And how difficult is it to change those eating habits so that they become productive and beneficial for us?

<disciple> some were very difficult...looking at it in the physical, i thought we would not be able to overcome, but it takes one step at a time, using Father's knowledge and wisdom 

<opentext> SO then consider this; if you are not on a diet that is beneficial for yourself in terms of health and strength, what will you be able to share with others?

<at-peace> only that which would cause them harm also

<disciple> only share with them the bad attributes that i possess

<opentext> So we can see then how and why Paul has been showing us in this chapter how and why the character of Christ [being a partaker of His divine nature] is supposed to be developing within us, so that we are able to maintain our relationship with the Father, and also to be able to assist those that we may meet on our journey. We will continue here tomorrow.
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