Bible Study Thursday 23 May 2002

It is not enough to hear the Word of God; one must then live in compliance with it.


Romans 10:17 And this proves that faith comes from a Message heard, and that the Message comes through its having been spoken by Christ. (Weymouth translation)

He shows that the word preached is the ordinary means of working faith (v. 17): So then, though many that hear do not believe, yet those that believe have first heard. Faith is by hearing. It is the summary of what he had said before. The beginning, progress, and strength of faith, are by hearing. The word of God is therefore called the word of faith: it begets and nourishes faith. God gives faith, but it is by the word as the instrument. Hearing (that hearing which works faith) is by the word of God. It is not hearing the enticing words of man's wisdom, but hearing the word of God, that will befriend faith, and hearing it as the word of God. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

That those who would not believe the report of the gospel, yet, having heard it, were thereby left inexcusable, and may thank themselves for their own ruin, to the end. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

As if the apostle had said, "It is very evident, and these testimonies show, that faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the preaching of the word of God." The grace of faith is wrought by the Spirit in the act of hearing: and the matter heard by which this faith is wrought, is the word of God preached. Persons must hear, that they may believe; and God's word must be preached, that they may hear. A non-preaching minister then is no minister; he is like a bell without a clapper, or a crier without a voice; he neither answers the design of his commission, nor the end of the gospel's institution, which was to be the instrumental mean of faith. (From William Burkitt Commentary)

 

Paul tells us that one must continue in the faith grounded and settled. One must continue to hear, and listen to the voice of God, and then to do or live that which he asks of us. Remember the Lord Himself said, that if we continue in His Word, it is then that we would be His disciples. It is as one continues in this Word that they are set free as they learn their liberty in Christ; and then continue to grow in that knowledge.

 

Romans 10:18 But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world. KJV

 

His Word has gone to all of the world, so one must make the choice to hear, listen intently to His voice, and then be obedient to it.

 

Titus 2:11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, KJV

 

God’s plan of salvation has appeared to all men, as the Word clearly states. It is that most people would rather listen to what man has to say, rather than to hear and obey God. Thus, why we are to walk by faith, and not by sight.

 

Romans 1:20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: KJV

 

There is here an incomparable oxymoron (says Bengel), or a bold, paradoxical play of words; the unseen things of God are clearly seen, and surely (he adds), if anywhere, it is in creation that these invisibilities of God become visible to human intelligence. (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

 

The sense, I conceive, is this, That the wise and wonderful frame of the world, which cannot reasonably be ascribed to any other cause but God, is a sensible demonstration to all mankind, of an eternal and powerful Being, that was the author and contriver of it. The strokes of the Creator's hand are engraven in all parts of the universe; the heavens, the earth, and the capacious sea, with all things contained in them, are evident testimonies of the excellency of their original cause: And therefore such of the Heathens of old as shut their eyes, and such of the Atheists at this day as wink hard, and will not see the footsteps of a Deity in the works of creation and providence, are, and will be, everlastingly left without excuse. (From William Burkitt Commentary)

 

Colossians 2:7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. KJV

 

Precept upon precept, line upon line; settled and built up upon that which you have heard from the Father in and with regard to His dear Son; which causes one to be full of joy and thanksgiving for the gift they have received.

 

No limitation is ever set to the operations of God on the soul, or to the growth of the soul in the knowledge, love, and image of God. Those who are brought into such a state of salvation should abound in gratitude and loving obedience, as they grow in grace. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

As we have received Christ, or consented to be his, so we must walk with him in our daily course and keep up our communion with him.

(From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

The more closely we walk with Christ the more we are rooted and established in the faith. A good conversation is the best establishment of a good faith. If we walk in him, we shall be rooted in him; and the more firmly we are rooted in him the more closely we shall walk in him: Rooted and built up. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)
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