23 March 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and this time of fellowship you have blessed us with the share in your Words of life and truth that are able to keep and sustain us in our journey home to you.  Thank you Father that your Words are spirit and they are life and that in them death is swallowed up in victory as we continue in obedience to them that in all things you are glorified through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 12:1-2, I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, KJV

 

<opentext> Be not conformed to this world! Yet, how often does one allow the present world to be an influence on them?

<at-peace> one should say never but there are times that one will fall short and the subtlety of the world is allowed to creep in

<opentext> Whether it is fads, or sayings, or customs; how often does one do or use these things, so that they will fit in?

<disciple> can happen when the flesh gains a bit of control, and we start thinking about what we 'want'

<opentext> Now remember that if it is informed or intelligent fellowship with Father, then will one be as apt to try to fit in with or pattern themselves after the world?

<helpmate> no     <chosen> no      <disciple> no

<greg> it is when one contradicts the fads and customs of this world, that the questions arise from others concerning my stand against all that nonsense

<at-peace> no, one will be seeking a more intimate relationship with Father and being pleasing to Him

 

<opentext> John 15:19-21, 19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 20 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. 21 But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me. (KJV)

 
John 16:33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. (KJV)

<opentext> How often does one look for the approval of the world, or those that are in it?

<greg> when we allow Him to increase, the things and people of this world and their opinions definitely decrease in stature (John 3:30)
<chosen> it matters not what they think of me, the more i recognize His love, the less i rely on people's opinion

<disciple> the more i get rid of those around me that do not serve Father in Spirit and in truth, the more it matters what Father thinks of me, and not people
<opentext> Note what Jesus Christ says. that those that are conformed to and with the world are loved by the world. And even though people can read these words, they are often quick to forget them when faced with spiritual adversity.

<opentext> If one is to maintain an informed fellowship with the Father, the world is going to be against you. People often forget that it was the religious leaders that instigated the world to put Jesus Christ to death.

 

<opentext> John 17:14-16, 14 I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. (KJV)

 

<opentext> The Word that He speaks to us, is Spirit and it is life (John 6:63…and in them death is swallowed up in victory). And those who hate the light will try their utmost to extinguish that light.

 
John 3:20-21 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God. (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Cor 6:14, Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? (KJV)

 

<opentext> Not conforming with, not rubbing elbows with the world, but coming out from among them, and being separate from them.
<opentext> And yet how often is it that Christians think or assume that because they have the truth, that the world should welcome the truth, and thus welcome them?

<greg> if one is truly living for God and letting His light shine through them, they will find that most people they encounter are running and hiding from that light, and don’t desire to take an honest look at themselves the way God sees them

<disciple> used to think that, but i have learned differently, now...and it doesn't bother me that they don't, anymore...their choice

<at-peace> there is always that hope that others may hear and receive the truth... but we are not to cast our pearl before the swine either (Matt 7:6)
 

<opentext> William's NewTestament  Ephesians 4:17   So I mean this and now testify to it in the name of the Lord: You must now stop living as the heathen usually do, in the frivolity of their minds,

 

<opentext> Not conforming to the thinking of this world. I like the way that Williams says to stop! living as the heathen do, and put away that kind of thinking.
<opentext> So if one is going to put away the old way of thinking, then they have to replace those thoughts with something that will then stabilize the heart and mind. And what do you think that should be?

<chosen> God's Word... Christ    <disciple> Father's Word

<greg> only the truth will set one free(John 8:31-32) from the doubts and winds of doctrines that tosses people to and fro

<disciple> the helmet of salvation(Eph 6:17), the mind of Christ(1Cor 2:16)
<helpmate> Phil 4:8Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. (KJV)

<at-peace> phil 4:8 and set your affection on things above(Col 3:2)…and keep them there

<opentext> So as Paul tells us that one must become rooted and grounded in the Word of truth(Eph 3:17-19, Col 2:6-7, John 17:17). That one must be transformed by the renewing of their mind, so that they will pattern themselves after Christ, and not after the world.
Eph 4:24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. (KJV)
Col 3:10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: (KJV)

… the basis of all things is the heart – whatever is in the heart is what will come forth

… transforming of the mind….the mind transformed to the love of God shed abroad in our heart
<opentext> The word transformed here in Rom 12:2, means to metamorphose...that is a change made from the inside out; something not detected by the eye.

<opentext> Or as we saw a few years back, like the cucumber is changed to the pickle.

<opentext> So we can see that we have to allow ourselves to be changed by the Word. To allow the Potter to bring about the change as He sees fit, not as one would try to dictate to God how or why they think they should be.
Isa 64:8 But now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; and we all are the work of thy hand. (KJV)

Jer 18:3-6 Then I went down to the potter's house, and, behold, he wrought a work on the wheels. And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter: so he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it. Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, O house of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith the LORD. Behold, as the clay is in the potter's hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel. (KJV)

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

 <greg> 0/     <opentext> yes greg

<greg> 2 Cor 4:1Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not; 2But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. (KJV) (being the example of God’s love at all times)
<greg> its a perfect love that casts out all fear, casting down those imagination of this world, and coming clean with Father, which eliminates fear
<opentext> Learning to present the Word of God through our life, regardless of the faces people may make, but doing all to be pleasing to the Father, just as Jesus Christ was.
<greg>2 Cor 4: 2.  On the other hand, I have renounced all underhanded, disgraceful methods;<b> I neither practice cunning nor do I tamper with God's message, but by clear and candid statements of truth<c> I try to commend myself to every human conscience in God's sight. Williams

<greg> a lot of things that world thinks is acceptable is an abomination in the sight of God

<opentext> But, without a properly renewed heart and mind, one will not be able to recognize the way of God, and thus miss the strait and narrow path, but rather follow the mob.

<greg> they call that lukewarm, okie dokie

 

<opentext> 2 Cor 4:2, We refuse to wear masks and play games. We don't maneuver and manipulate behind the scenes. And we don't twist God's Word to suit ourselves. Rather, we keep everything we do and say out in the open, the whole truth on display, so that those who want to can see and judge for themselves in the presence of God.  (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)
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