23 June 2004 Wednesday Bible study.
 

<chosen> we thank you Father for your abundant love in preparing for us the nourishment that we each have need of this day.... we pray that we will remain hungry for your Word so that we may grow closer to you, as you teach us through your wisdom and knowledge through Christ Jesus our Lord and saviour

 

<opentext> Rom 8:6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind [leanings or desires of the lower nature] is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 8 So then they that are ​in the flesh​ cannot please God. KJV

 

<opentext> In union with Christ, or obsession with self...that is what faces each and every person.

<opentext> Yet, how often does one forget what the propensities of the flesh really are?

<at-peace> anything that would separate us from the love of God... being more of a priority than our relationship with Him

<chosen> whenever we allow it to control our life…it=the flesh

 

<opentext> Gal 5:16 My counsel is this: Live freely, animated and motivated by God's Spirit. Then you won't feed the compulsions of selfishness. 17 For there is a root of sinful self-interest in us that is at odds with a free spirit, just as the free spirit is incompatible with selfishness. These two ways of life are antithetical, so that you cannot live at times one way and at times another way according to how you feel on any given day. 18 Why don't you choose to be led by the Spirit and so escape the erratic compulsions of a law-dominated existence? (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> Gal 5:16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. KJV

 

<opentext> To walk in union with His Spirit, then keeps in reign the desires or cravings of the lower nature.

 

<opentext> Gal 5:19 It is obvious what kind of life develops out of trying to get your own way all the time: repetitive, loveless, cheap sex; a stinking accumulation of mental and emotional garbage; frenzied and joyless grabs for happiness;

 

<opentext> Gal 5:20 trinket gods; magic-show religion; paranoid loneliness; cutthroat

 competition; all-consuming-yet-never-satisfied wants; a brutal temper; an impotence to

 love or be loved; divided homes and divided lives; small-minded and lopsided pursuits;

 21 the vicious habit of depersonalizing everyone into a rival; uncontrolled and

 uncontrollable addictions; ugly parodies of community. I could go on. This isn't the first time I have warned you, you know. If you use your freedom this way, you will not inherit God's kingdom. (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> I like the way the Message translation put these in terms that are easier for

people to grasp and understand.

<opentext> Does this help one better see, the cravings or desires of the flesh, and how

 they try to infiltrate one's thinking, and then infect their life?

<helpmate> yes    <chosen> yes    <at-peace> yes

<opentext> So then it is any wonder, why those who are lead by the cravings and desires

 of the flesh, are not able to, incapable of pleasing God, let alone allowing His purpose and plan to manifest within their life?

<helpmate> none at all    <chosen> no none

<opentext> And then when one enters this arena, why are they so surprised, when things

 get so scattered, and they are no longer able to hear God clearly??

<at-peace> sneak attacks are the element of surprise

 

<opentext> Rom 8:9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. KJV

 

<opentext> Weymouth's New Testament

<opentext> Romans 8:9  You, however, are not devoted to earthly, but to spiritual things, if the Spirit of God is really dwelling in you; whereas if any man has not the Spirit of Christ, such a one does not belong to Him.

 

<opentext> Remaining in union with Him!! Not allowing the old nature, the old way of living to rise up within one's life, but rather learning to maintain that right relationship with Father, by a constant, stable and solid union in and with Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Each and every step through life here, is a learning process of how to keep the flesh out of the way, so that our relationship is never put in jeopardy.

 

<opentext> Gal 5:19 It is obvious what kind of life develops out of trying to get your own way all the time: repetitive, loveless, cheap sex; a stinking accumulation of mental and emotional garbage; frenzied and joyless grabs for happiness; 20 trinket gods; magic-show religion; paranoid loneliness; cutthroat competition; all-consuming-yet-never-satisfied wants; a brutal temper; an impotence to love or be loved; divided homes and divided lives; small-minded and lopsided pursuits; 21 the vicious habit of depersonalizing everyone into a rival; uncontrolled and uncontrollable addictions; ugly parodies of community. (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> This is why it is vital, that one recognizes when the old nature tries to rise up,

 and maintain their constant communications with the Father, so that all of these attacks

 and cravings are soon repelled and placed under the subjection of Him and His Spirit.

<opentext> small-minded and lopsided

<opentext> a stinking accumulation of mental and emotional garbage; And when this is

 allowed to operate within one, what happens to their life and walk in the Spirit? Is there

 then still that love, joy and peace that only Father can give?

<chosen> no    <helpmate> no    <at-peace> it gets disrupted, no

opentext> Trinket gods...with this i think of all of the outward signs and shows that

 people try to put on or display, to attempt to show what spirituality they think they have,

 when in fact, within they are full of dead mens bones.

<opentext> Often times i think people think of their walk with God, as the same way that some of these organizations give out merit badges for rewards when they accomplish

 something.

<opentext> It appeases the flesh, allows people to brag of "their" accomplishments, but

 does nothing for maintaining a right relationship with God.

<opentext> The thing that the believer needs to see and realize here, that when the flesh

 is allowed any place within their life, it starts a change in focus away from God, and onto

 self, and death [spiritually] is soon to follow.
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