 23 January 2006 Monday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time that we have to come before you to worship you in spirit and in truth by our active participation  by and through Christ Jesus. We thank you for providing that which we have need of this day, which will nourish us and sustain us as we continue our journey towards home.

 

<opentext> Rom 15:26-27, 26 For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor saints which are at Jerusalem. 27 It hath pleased them verily; and their debtors they are. For if the Gentiles have been made partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to minister unto them in carnal things. KJV

 

<opentext> How often is it that one forgets to make contributions to the body of Christ?

<disciple> if one's focus is upon one's self...they are more apt to contribute to themselves rather than others

<chosen> one needs to maintain a servant heart, always ready to give

<opentext> Let us stop and consider a moment, how much that people often take for granted. For ourselves, we have little knowledge of who was really involved in bringing the gospel message to us, but we often relate to those who we saw or had firsthand knowledge of. But how many do you think there were behind the scenes?

<disciple> there are many behind the scenes that are crucial to bringing the gospel to us.  

<chosen> we may not ever know all who actually even prayed for us for years

<opentext> Stop and consider also for a moment, how that most people will acknowledge the work that Paul did for the Lord, in all of the different places that he traveled. But what about those who participated in making his travels possible? How much does one hear of them, or think about them?

<chosen> those that do background work are often forgotten, but if we're serving God as He asks, then we won't be seeking appraisal or recognition by man

<disciple> most don't realize that there are many that contributed that are not mentioned by name, or only once, but their contribution is just as important as those who are mentioned often

<opentext> It is often forgotten, that it is one Lord, one faith. That it is one body of Christ, and that it takes all members working together, doing their part in that which God has asked of them.

<opentext> However, it is when the lower nature is allowed to get in the way, that there then gets to be friction and strife.

<opentext> So how then can one keep their focus and attitude proper?

<disciple> one needs to maintain their focus on pleasing Father at all times, not looking for recognition from man or physical rewards

<chosen> being a humble servant, doing all unto God, obeying what He asks of us

<opentext> So that would then be to pray without ceasing? To rejoice evermore? To give thanks in everything?

<disciple> yes

<chosen> yes

<opentext> So we can see then that one needs to continue the journey in and by faith; to keep the lower nature in subjection to the divine nature of Christ. And we are able to do this by keeping the spiritual man well nourished.

<opentext> But, does one always put forth the proper effort to keep that spirit man fed and nurtured? How easy is it to neglect it or try to take short-cuts?

<disciple> distractions are inevitable, but we don't have to yield to them...if we starting taking short cuts or allowing distractions in, soon we will be so far off the course, we will need spiritual binoculars to see the path

<chosen> it takes a deep and true love for God and His Word to remain where we should

<opentext> So we can see then how essential it is for each member of the body of Christ to do their part, as asked by God, and seeking only His approval. And this can only come to pass as each member has as their priority, of seeking first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness.

<opentext> Just as we have used as an analogy of a car in the past, how if the tires are missing or not functioning, the rest of the car is unable to make progress. So it takes all of the parts of the car in good working order, working together, to make the journey safe and prosperous.

<opentext> But what happens when envy or jealousy enters the picture?

<chosen> strife and divisions through an open door for the devil

<disciple> that will pollute the journey

<opentext> So we can see then how it takes all of the body of Christ working together, just as the car, for us to be able to arrive at our destination. Even though Paul was the one we read of traveling from place to place with the Good News, each and every working member of the body of Christ was involved in it.

<opentext> Yet, if the lower nature is allowed in, then that is when envy or jealousy enters the arena, and people will begin to seek center stage for themselves.

<opentext> Many people were involved in Paul being able to make his journey to Jerusalem, yet they are not mentioned by name, only by area. Yet, we have to recognize that it was the body of Christ working together for the good of the kingdom of God.

<opentext> It is only as our relationship with God is really first and foremost in our life, that one will remain that willing and faithful servant.

<opentext> So we can see that one has to realize that it makes no difference what one's role is within the body of Christ, because everyone is essential and necessary. And just as with a car, if one part neglects it's role, it affects the whole journey for all involved.

<opentext> Today, we have the opportunity to be a part of the body of Christ as we continue our journey towards home. The questions is of whether or not we will remain joyful in doing that which Father has asked of us.
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