23 February 2006 Thursday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we come before you this day with thanksgiving for all that you have given us and to partake of that which you have prepared for us that will keep and sustain us on our journey home to you and to share of the life and love that is shed abroad in our hearts through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Weymouth's New Testament…Romans 16:26  but has now been brought fully to light, and by the command of the God of the Ages has been made known by the writings of the Prophets among all the Gentiles to win them to obedience to the faith –

 

<opentext> For something to be made light, or openly displayed, it has to be uncovered, and there for all to see.

<opentext> Now we know that all the promises of God are written within the pages of the Old Testament, so why then is it that they are not able to be seen and comprehended?

<greg> its uncovered to those that have the eyes of their understanding enlightened to the things of the spirit, most are still trying to comprehend things according to their own understanding

<at-peace> without ones eyes of their understanding being enlightened through the Spirit one will not be able to see or know the deep things of God

<opentext> As Paul stated earlier in this epistle, and charlene alluded to in the opening prayer, that the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost who is given to us.

<opentext> Now, for their to be a love relationship, there has to be a working a developing knowledge between those involved, and they share and relate the most intimate details.

<opentext> Now Paul also stated that if any man has not the Spirit of Christ, they are none of His. So one has to enter into that deep and sincere relationship with God through Jesus Christ, for His Spirit to be imparted within them, and for their understanding to thus grow and develop.

<opentext> Eph 3:3-5, 3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, 4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)  5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; KJV

<opentext> So we can see then that this love relationship with God, has the intimate details revealed to us by His Spirit. And since we know His Spirit was not released to mankind until the day of Pentecost, we can then understand that people before this time were only able to observe bits and pieces until the appointed time.

<opentext> So we can see then that Paul is explaining or sharing with us, those insights that have developed in his life, in his relationship with the Father, because of the Spirit of Christ abiding within him.

<opentext> As Paul also stated in Ephesians, that he wanted all men to see the fellowship of this mystery, this mystery or love relationship that he had with the Father through Jesus Christ.

<opentext> In the world they have a saying that talks about people wearing their hearts on their sleeves; that is that they have their life and emotions as an open book where ever they are at.

<opentext> Now isn't this they way the believer should be in their relationship with Christ?

<greg> absolutely, a clear and written epistle for all to see, as well as speaking only those things that please the Father, out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks of the love of God that is shed abroad in the heart

<at-peace> nothing hidden but wide open for all to see and partake of

<opentext> Also note how Paul says that it is brought to light; and also remember how Jesus Christ said that we are not to hide our light under a bushel. So our lives are supposed to be an open book, or written epistle for all to see, and why one needs to remain an active participant in and of the divine nature of Christ, so that they are able to answer from the abundance of the heart when asked a reason of the hope that indwells within them.

 

<opentext> 2 Cor 3:2-3, 2 Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all men: 3 Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart. KJV

 

<opentext> It is not the written pages in a book that produce a believer, but rather those words of God that are heard and received, and allowed to be written in and upon the heart by His Spirit.

<opentext> This is the obedience that God asks of us.

<opentext> Now also note how Paul says that this is supposed to be shown before all nations, that is that God so love the world, that He gave His Son for a ransom for any and all who would hear and believe.

 

<opentext> Rom 16:27, To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for ever. Amen. KJV

<opentext> Father's purpose and plan of reconciliation revealed and made know, to all those who will worship, or fellowship with Him, according to the provisions He has set forth. Christ is the wisdom and power of God.

<opentext> And so after 2 1/2 years, we come to the conclusion of our study of the book of Romans, and hopefully it has developed within us a deeper and more sincere relationship with the Father through Christ Jesus.
<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<greg> o/

<opentext> yes greg

<greg> Gods plan of salvation is a simple plan, a message of love sent out to all the world, and those that respond to His message in

 love, will be able to come to a deeper understanding of it

<greg> Rom 1:20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: (KJV)

<opentext> God is love, and so in order to see and partake of His love, one has to enter into His realm, and this can only happen through Jesus Christ
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