23 February 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<greg> Thank you Father for our gathering together, to worship you this day in spirit and in truth, to seek the things hidden in your word that are revealed through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 11:28-29, 28 As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they are beloved for the fathers' sakes. 29 For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. KJV

 

<opentext> The gifts and the calling of God, are not revocable. They are in place according to Father's purpose and plan.

<opentext> Even though we can read and hear this, yet how often does a person think or assume that God may be holding something back from them?

<helpmate> the word says that He will with hold no good thing for those that love Him

<greg> He sent his word and healed us, and provided the deliverance from all our destructions, no good thing will He withhold from His people, a matter of utilizing all that has been provided

<helpmate> Ps 84:11For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly. (KJV)

<opentext> Now remember, that it is by grace through faith that we are saved, that it is the gift of and from God. It is not of works lest any person should try to boast of their own accomplishments.

<opentext> Yet, how often does one forget what faith is? How often does one say a word without remembering or comprehending the full disclosure of that word?

<helpmate> to often

<chosen> sometimes, when we don't listen to Him on what we should speak

 

<opentext> Rom 10:17 And this proves that faith [comes] from a Message heard, and that the Message comes through its having been spoken by Christ. [Weymouth's New Testament] 

 

<opentext> Faith, one's ability to hear, believe and then act upon (live) that which God asks of them, is developed or nurtured to maturity by hearing the Word delivered from the mouth of God, by Christ His Son to us, for the spiritual sustenance that one needs to maintain their proper relationship with God as their Father, brought alive in our life by His Spirit. 

<opentext> So then, if one is operating in "faith" then they will know that God as their source, has provided all that is essential for maintaining their relationship with Him.

<opentext> Isn't it when one steps aside from faith, that they then begin to question or doubt God and the promises that He has made?

<chosen> yes    

<at-peace> yes, doubt will steal one's confidence

<helpmate> yes...he becomes double minded

<greg> step aside and begin to waver, the things of this world start to look better than the things of the spirit

<opentext> And no matter how sincere one may be when they enter the arena of unbelief, if they do not return to faith, what do you think the end results will be?

<helpmate> spiritual death      

<chosen> separation from God

<opentext> And yet how often is God blamed for "our" indiscretions?

<helpmate> i know that most people would blame God, but i know that it comes down to "my" choice

<opentext> One must be mindful of the fact that God chastens and rebukes those whom He "loves". He makes us aware of the times that one starts to drift into the arena of unbelief. To that place where His promises will not operate, because without faith, it is impossible to please Him.

<opentext> It is when one enters that arena of unbelief, that they then begin to question God, His wisdom and His purpose and plan. They begin to make void the promises of God, and prevent Him from working in their lives, and in and on their behalf.

 

<opentext> Rom 11:30 For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through their unbelief: KJV

 

<opentext> How often can one see their own short-comings, their own mistakes by observing that which others are doing?

<helpmate> have seen that    <chosen> have done that

<opentext> And yet, if one does not continue in the faith, remaining grounded and settled in the truth, how easy is it to revert to the old nature, the old way of doing things?

<chosen> very easy   <at-peace> a little leaven, leavens the whole lump

<helpmate> can be easy if we are listening to the wrong voices

<opentext> And when one reverts to the old ways, do they then consider God faithful? Don't they begin to wonder why a God so loving would allow them to go through whatever it is they may be going through?

<helpmate> yes…or they say that God is testing them

<chosen> yes passing the blame

<helpmate> yes justifying ones self

<opentext> So we should be beginning to see why it is so imperative that one continues in the faith; that their whole being remains open to the guidance of God by His Spirit, to lead us into all of the truth of His Word, so that one remains mindful that all of His promises are yea, and amen. To be confident that He that promised is faithful to His Word.

<opentext> To recognize that if God's Word and promises are not working in one's life, that the problems are not of God's end, but rather one's lack of ability to hold fast the profession of faith.
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