23 December 2004 Thursday Bible study.

opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time, that we can come before you

 to receive that which we need to sustain us this day by and through Christ Jesus, who

 has delivered us the Message of your love.

 

<opentext> Romans 10:17  And this proves that faith [comes] from a Message heard, and that the Message comes through its having been spoken by Christ. Weymouth's New Testament

 

<opentext> Faith, one's ability [facility, aptitude, capacity, capability, gift]  to hear, believe and then act upon (live) that which God asks of them, is developed or nurtured to maturity by hearing the Word delivered from the mouth of God, by Christ His Son to us, for the spiritual sustenance that one needs to maintain their proper relationship with God as their Father, brought alive in our life by His Spirit.

<opentext> Often times people try to base their faith, in and on what others are believing. Yet, it is each individuals ability to hear God, and process that which they have heard from Him.

<opentext> Faith is by hearing! Now faith; my ability to hear God right now, at this present moment.

<opentext> Yet, how many distractions are there at any given moment, that attempt to hinder one from hearing?

<disciple> many   <helpmate> the cares of the world….but...it is still our choice

<disciple> we have the ability to block any distractions, if we allow Father to guide us

<opentext> How often does a person make the decision on how intently they will listen, by how important they think what is being said applies to them? [So aren't we even a distraction at times?]

<helpmate> yes, definitely we can be the biggest distraction

<disciple> yes, we can be as much a hindrance to our own salvation as anything/anybody else

<at-peace> yes, the old nature 

<opentext> If one was always cognizant when Father speaks to us and with us, that life or death is what is in the balance, wouldn't one be a bit more apt to be attentive to each and every word that comes forth from the mouth of God?

<disciple> yes    <helpmate> yes

<opentext> So if one knows this, how can one at times, be so lackadaisical when Father wants to speak with us? 

<disciple> the laziness comes from the lower nature, and we allow it to rule at times, against the better judgment of the spirit

<helpmate> one can become dull of hearing by letting the cares of this evil world distract (entice)  one from the strait and narrow path

<opentext> Look at it this way; when you get something that is of great value, for awhile one holds it in great esteem, and has great pride in possessing it. But what happens after one has had it for awhile? Does one take it for granted? Does it begin to lose it's value?

<disciple> get used to it, and then stop looking at it so much

<helpmate> that  is why we have to let our eye be single

<opentext> When one first gets saved, they have great pride in this gift they received from God [the pearl of great price]. One talked about what God had done for them, and how they had love, joy and peace finally in their life. 

<opentext> Yet how easy is it for one to begin to take for granted, that which they have received?

<helpmate> one has to continue...daily...study to show ourselves approved...to God, not for any man

<at-peace> easy if one is distracted with the cares of this life

<opentext> How long does it take for one's muscles to begin to deteriorate if they were to become paralyzed? So what happens when one becomes paralyzed in their giving attention to that which Father is speaking to them?

<helpmate> they eventually will depart from the faith

<disciple> they will eventually be useless to themselves and to Father

<helpmate> and they become a bad example....or a good example of what you do not want to become

<opentext> But remember the first part of the question; the muscle deterioration starts immediately. And the longer the period of paralysis, the greater the damage inflicted. So put this in perspective to our spiritual walk, and what happens to one when they become paralyzed in their hearing.

<helpmate> they no longer hear Father's voice clearly...the roar gets louder and louder

<disciple> what you don't exercise you lose, and in this case, that is faith

 

<opentext> Mark 4:24, And He said to them, Be careful what you are hearing. The measure[of thought and study] you give [to the truth you hear] will be the measure[of virtue and knowledge] that comes back to you--and more [besides] will be given to you who hear. AMP

 

<opentext> Be attentive to what "you" are hearing. Jesus Christ comes to us that we might have life, and have it more abundantly. The thief comes to steal, kill and destroy.

<opentext> Remember at the start of the study, one of the definitions for faith is one's ability, capabilities of hearing the Message delivered to them.

<opentext> Does one always use all of their abilities to be attentive to every word Father wants to speak to them and with them?

<helpmate> no not always...we sometimes come short    <disciple> no

<opentext> Or, at times, does Father only get a half-hearted effort from us? And what happens to a house divided?

<helpmate> it cannot stand   <disciple> it falls    <at-peace> will not stand

<helpmate> and sometimes we are not patient and act on something He is trying to say to us and take off running before we have heard it all the way through....like in football when a receiver catches the ball and takes off running before he has it safely tucked away and ends up fumbling and loosing the ball

<opentext> Today, you have the opportunity, the privilege of listening to and fellowshipping with the Creator of the universe, how attentive will you be to every word that He wants to communicate with "you"?  Only you, can prevent eternal fires for your life!
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