Bible Study Tuesday 23 April 2002

Mark 3:21 And when his friends heard of it, they went out to lay hold on him: for they said, He is beside himself. KJV


[They said, He is beside himself.] It was the enemies of Christ that raised this report; and his relatives, probably thinking that it was true, went to confine him. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)


Murmurings, rumors, innuendos; how often do they affect, effect, or infect your reasonings or decisions, and especially in regard to one’s salvation?

 

[When his friends] Greek, "they who were of him." Not the apostles, but his relatives, his friends, who were in the place of his nativity. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

His friends; his relations. Lay hold on him; constrain him to retire from the multitude and take rest. Beside himself; deranged, because, in their view, he in his labors exceeded all reasonable bounds. That earnestness in the service of God, and that activity and perseverance in doing good which true religion inspires, appear to many to be indications of insanity, and awaken in them solicitude; while equal earnestness in the pursuit of worldly things awakens no such apprehensions, but is viewed with approbation. (From Family Bible Notes)

 

None are worse enemies of the gospel than they that should be enemies of it the least. (From Geneva Bible Footnotes)

 

(friends) Literally, "they that were of him", that is, his relatives: for they that were mad were brought to their relatives. (From Geneva Bible Footnotes)

 

They regarded Jesus as carried away by his religious enthusiasm (Ac 26:24; 2Co 5:13), and thought that he acted with reckless regard for his personal safety. They foresaw the conflict with the military authorities and the religious leaders into which the present course of Jesus was leading, and were satisfied that the case called for their interference. (From Fourfold Gospel Commentary)

 

They conclude, he is beside himself, out of his right mind; and accordingly went out to lay hold upon him. (From William Burkitt Commentary)

Learn hence, (1.) That the forward zeal and diligence of Christ and his ministers in 

preaching the gospel, is accounted madness and frenzy by a blind world. But they may say with the apostle, If we be beside ourselves it is to God, 2Co 5:13. But who were persons that thus looked upon our Saviour as beside himself? Verily his own kindred and relations according to the flesh. (From William Burkitt Commentary)

 

John 7:12-13 And there was much murmuring among the people concerning him: for some said, He is a good man: others said, Nay; but he deceiveth the people. 13 Howbeit no man spake openly of him for fear of the Jews. KJV 

 

As the Word tells us, how long will a person halt or waver between two opinions? We are told that the eye should be single! Paul says, pressing toward “the mark” for “the prize!”

 

[Some said, He is a good man] The multitude were divided in their opinions concerning him: those who knew him best said, "He is a good man. Those who spoke according to the character given him by the priests, etc., said, Nay; but he deceiveth the people. Those who spoke evil of him spoke out, because they had the rulers on their side; but those who spoke good of him were obliged to do it in private, because they feared these rulers. Calumny and slander are among the privileged orders; they stalk abroad with their thousand brazen mouths, and blast the reputation of the followers of God. Benevolence and candor are only on sufferance; and a whisper in secret is the most they are permitted to give in behalf of Christ and his followers, whose laws and maxims condemn a vicious world, and goad it to revenge. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Many who have no ill thoughts of Christ have yet low thoughts of him, and scarcely honour him, even when they speak well of him, because they do not say enough; yet indeed it was his honour, and the reproach of those who persecuted him, that even those who would not believe him to be the Messiah could not but own he was a good man. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

The doctrine he preached was sound, and could not be contested; his miracles were real, and could not be disproved; his conversation was manifestly holy and good; and yet it must be taken for granted, notwithstanding, that there was some undiscovered cheat at the bottom, because it was the interest of the chief priests to oppose him and run him down. Such murmuring as there was among the Jews concerning Christ there is still among us: (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

(
Copyright © 2002 Built Anew Ministries all rights reserved
