Monday Morning

Dec. 22nd

<opentext> Father, we come before you throne through Jesus Christ our Lord and savior. We ask Father, that your Holy Spirit be our teacher this day, that we would hear that which you have for us...the daily bread that we have need of to sustain us this day

<opentext> Father, help us to be mindful of how precious each member of the body of Christ is , and that we be ever mindful of how few of us there are...We thank you Father, for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us

<opentext> .....and we give you Father, and you alone, all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord, brother and mediator.........

<NowFaithIs> amen

<mizpah^> amen

<Stowe> amen

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:13

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:13) -- Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

<opentext> As we look at God's Word, we have to see and hear what this verse is saying to us. Can you see and hear what the Spirit of God has Paul stressing here? Paul is imploring us to receive all of the gift that Father has for anyone that will seek it

<opentext> what gift is that?

<NowFaithIs> Christ

<mizpah^> Christ

<opentext> @read Ephesians 4:7

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 4:7) -- But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.

<opentext> the measure of the *gift* of Christ

<opentext> Of ones own choice and free will, one has to receive the gift of God. Once one receives the gift, then they must open up the operations manual, (Bible), to see and understand the far reaching implications of the gift!

<opentext> Through the gift of God, His Son, salvation is available to each and every individual that will call upon His name. Each of us has to recognize and receive all that Father has given us

<opentext> many are Brylcreme Christians...they only take a little dab

<mizpah^> because until we recognize what He has given us, we can't receive it

<opentext> we have it, but what good does it do us, if we are not aware of all that we have?

<Stowe> not much, it could even hinder us somewhat ...

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> it would be no  different then trying to operate a car, and never putting any gas in it

<NowFaithIs> receive: to make one's own, claim

<opentext> as we study the Word each day, it fills our spiritual gas tank

<opentext> exactly michie

<Stowe> sure would be frustrating to have that car sitting in the driveway and not be able to use it ..

<NowFaithIs> actually...have had that happen

<opentext> we have to work our *our own* salvation

<opentext> no one else can force it on you, not even God

<NowFaithIs> had a car, but for one reason or another cannot use it........and have to rely on other sources for transportation

<opentext> and...one never knows where that other person may take them

<opentext> Paul spends much time talking to us about the mystery of the faith, and yet how many of us know and understand what this is?

<mizpah^> not very many people

<NowFaithIs> or what condition their car is in...therefore the opportunity for accidents or break down

<opentext> What most do not understand, is that through the events of the life, death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ; it is up to each individual whether or not they will receive all that Father has set before them. Father has done everything that is necessary for us to spend eternity with Him, but now the rest is totally up to us.

<opentext> do you think the excuse that the preacher did not teach us, will hold any water before Father/

<mizpah^> absolutely not

<Stowe> nope

<opentext> @read 2Timothy 2:15

<Chatbot> (2Timothy 2:15) -- Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

<opentext> Study to shew thyself approved unto God, 

<opentext> we study to show ourselves approved unto Father

<Stowe> not unto man

<NowFaithIs> many don't even realize they are relying on that excuse either

<opentext> John 3:34-36, 34 For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him. 35 The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand. 36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him. (KJV)

<opentext> notice, even here, it says that the Spirit of God, comes without measure

<NowFaithIs> ? god giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him?

<NowFaithIs> God 

<opentext> God

<NowFaithIs> OH...

<NowFaithIs> 3358  metron (met'-ron);

<NowFaithIs> an apparently primary word; a measure ("metre"), literally or figuratively; by implication a limited portion (degree): 

<NowFaithIs> KJV-- measure.

<mizpah^> That means that we get all, not only some 

<opentext> exactly

<Stowe> God doesn't dole our the Spirit, each one gets all of it

<opentext> exactly

<NowFaithIs> I see, sorry

<opentext> np sis

<NowFaithIs> the way it was worded had me confused there

<opentext> Eph 3:2-5, 2 If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: 3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, 4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) 5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; (KJV)

<opentext> as it is now revealed 

<opentext> can any man teach you this?

<mizpah^> no, it is give by the Spirit

<NowFaithIs> his holy apostles and prophets 

<Stowe> no, it has to be revealed by the Spirit

<opentext> exactly....it can only be revealed through the Spirit.....and 

<opentext> it can only be brought to ones attention by those that have had it revealed

<opentext> otherwise the veil of the flesh is still over their eyes

<mizpah^> that is where the apostles and prophets come in

<NowFaithIs> as you pointed out, Larry, the prophets of the OT pointed to Christ and the prophets of the NT reveal the mystery of Christ

<opentext> exactly...the OT prophets pointed to the coming Messiah

<opentext> the NT prophets show Messiah has come

<opentext> So that we  can get a clearer meaning of this, let us take a look at Isaiah 9:6.

<opentext> Isa 9:6, For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: (KJV)

<opentext> We hear the scriptures, but we do not give Father our full attention to listen to what they are saying. We are quick to listen to others, and what they think that the scriptures say. We, ourselves will not take the time, nor put forth the effort to hear and understand Father's explanation of His Word.

NowFaithIs: can you op me?

mizpah^ sets mode: +o NowFaithIs

<opentext> Let us take a look of the first part of that verse for a moment. "For unto us a child is born." If we will listen here, we will hear the Spirit of God telling us through Isaiah, that there will be a child born, flesh and blood.

<opentext> 3206  yeled (yeh'-led); child; from 3205; something born, i.e. a lad or offspring: -boy, child, fruit, son, young man (one).

<opentext> 3205  yalad- is born; to bear, to bring forth, to beget, to gender, to travail  1) to bear, to bring forth  a) used of child birth  1) to beget (a child)  2) to bear (figurative, used of the wicked bringing forth iniquity)  f) (Hophal) a day of birth, a birthday (infinitive)  g) (Hithpael) to declare one's birth (pedigree).

NowFaithIs changes topic to ""This gate of the Lord!" Psalms 118:19-24    BIBLE STUDY!!! 

<opentext> Who is this child of flesh and blood that the Spirit of God is referring to here? 

<mizpah^> Jesus

<NowFaithIs> Jesus of Nazareth

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> Matt 2:1, Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, (KJV)

<opentext> Luke 1:31, And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. (KJV)

<opentext> The child that was born, was Jesus of Nazareth! (1Tim.3:16) How was God manifest in the flesh? Do you know how this came about?

<NowFaithIs> had to be of flesh and blood to beget 

<Stowe> through the Holy Spirit

<mizpah^> He was conceived by the Holy Spirit into a virgin, Mary

<opentext> Luke 1:34-35, 34 Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? 35 And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. (KJV)

<opentext> also 

<opentext> @read acts 10:38

<Chatbot> (acts 10:38) -- How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.

<opentext> The Holy Ghost came upon her, and the power of the Highest overshadowed her! Who is the power of God? 

<NowFaithIs> specifically says Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost...not Jesus Christ

<NowFaithIs> Christ

<opentext> very good michie

<opentext> @read 1corinthians 1:24

<Chatbot> (1corinthians 1:24) -- But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.

<NowFaithIs> Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God

<NowFaithIs> oops

<opentext> lol.....

<NowFaithIs> Christ = Holy Ghost. Holy Spirit

<NowFaithIs> @read Romans 8:9

<Chatbot> (Romans 8:9) -- But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

<opentext> stowe...am I going to fast

<Stowe> no, it's okay ... just have to shift thoughts <G>

<mizpah^> you are moving right along

<opentext> here is a good way to look at the Godhead

<opentext> the Father speaks

<opentext> the Word goes forth

<opentext> the Holy Spirit brings it to pass

<opentext> @read john 6:63

<Chatbot> (john 6:63) -- It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.

<Stowe> okay, that I can understand :-)

<mizpah^> So, then...Christ is the Holy Spirit, right?

<opentext> a good way to see this is the *egg*

<opentext> it has 3 pats that comprise it correct?

<opentext> parts

<mizpah^> right

<Stowe> right

<opentext> is it still an egg if you take away ant part of it?

<opentext> any

<mizpah^> if you fry it, you don't have a shell, but you still have a fried egg

<NowFaithIs> lol

<opentext> but...it is no longer an egg...

<NowFaithIs> stop, your making me hungry!

<mizpah^> well...I am trying to understand this

<Stowe> why?

<mizpah^> yes, why?

<opentext> opentext> the Father speaks

<opentext> <opentext> the Word goes forth

<opentext> <opentext> the Holy Spirit brings it to pass

<opentext> it is really only an egg as long as all parts are there that comprise and egg

<opentext> once you have separated it..it is in all reality no longer an egg

<NowFaithIs> as a whole

<opentext> correct

<mizpah^> I understand that part...but I never heard about Christ being the Holy Spirit, before...getting close to grasping something here

<NowFaithIs> :-)

<opentext> @read 1john 5:7

<Chatbot> (1john 5:7) -- For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.

<opentext> look at this next verse again...

<opentext> @read john 6:63

<Chatbot> (john 6:63) -- It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.

<NowFaithIs> why couldn't the Holy Spirit be sent until the day of Pentecost

<mizpah^> because Christ was not sitting at the right hand of God

<mizpah^> until Pentecost

<opentext> look at what Jesus Christ said the Words were that He spoke

<mizpah^> ah...ok...His Words ARE Spirit

<NowFaithIs> the words that I speak to you.....

<NowFaithIs> @read john 1:1

<Chatbot> (john 1:1) -- In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

<opentext> stowe...are you seeing it?

<Stowe> I always thought Christ's Words were the "order" to put the Holy Spirit into action

<NowFaithIs> @read john 1:4

<Chatbot> (john 1:4) -- In him was life; and the life was the light of men.

<NowFaithIs> oops

<opentext> opentext> the Father speaks

<opentext> <opentext> the Word goes forth

<opentext> <opentext> the Holy Spirit brings it to pass

<mizpah^> ok, I'm getting it now

<opentext> @read john 17:21

<Chatbot> (john 17:21) -- That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.

<NowFaithIs> right, miz, the Holy Spirit, Christ was not yet seated at the right hand of God

<mizpah^> We couldn't have Christ and the Holy Spirit here at one time, cause Christ is the Holy Spirit

<opentext> John 17:11

<opentext> given me, that they may be one, as we are.

<opentext> (KJV)

<mizpah^> When He arose and sat at the right hand of God, then the Spirit come down at Pentecost

<NowFaithIs> @read Romans 8:9

<Chatbot> (Romans 8:9) -- But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

<opentext> it is the uniqueness of God, that we will probably never fully comprehend while we are here

<NowFaithIs> any man---even Jesus of Nazareth

<mizpah^> wow!  I got it!

<NowFaithIs> :-))

<NowFaithIs> neat huh?!

<mizpah^> yes!

<NowFaithIs> Praise the Lord!

<opentext> when we look back at Genesis...we see Father speak...the Word goes forth...and the Spirit brought it to pass

<NowFaithIs> stowe? you still with us?

<Stowe> yes ... I'm here <G>

<NowFaithIs> k :)

<NowFaithIs> Larry

<opentext> yes

<NowFaithIs> wouldn't the Word=Christ=Spirit?

<mizpah^> that's what I was thinking michie

<opentext> it comes back to the egg....one Godhead....three parts all unique...and yet without any part...no longer an egg

<NowFaithIs> yes, however

<mizpah^> Now, I understand the egg concept

<NowFaithIs> wouldn't that one 'part' be all the same, word, Christ, spirit? or am I confusing myself?

<opentext> you are confusing your self a bit

<NowFaithIs> lol

<NowFaithIs> ok, will just leave it alone!

<opentext> there is till a uniqueness there

<opentext> @read john 1:1

<Chatbot> (john 1:1) -- In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

<NowFaithIs> now this verse refers to Christ...does it not?

<opentext> yes

<NowFaithIs> <head in hands>

<opentext> and yet we know that the Words that Father speaks, they are spirit and they are life

<NowFaithIs> so if the Word is Christ and the Spirit is Christ.......... are we just seeing different facets of Christ?

<opentext> the 3 parts of the egg are able to do what?

<NowFaithIs> OH...daaah ok

<mizpah^> comprise a whole egg

<opentext> diffeand produce life

<opentext> take away any part, and no life

<NowFaithIs> I am (in my mind) making Christ and the Spirit or Word and the Spirit be one and not thinking about the Father...in a sense making it two and not three..........eeeek ok

NowFaithIs goes for coffee!

<opentext> exactly

<mizpah^> even her comment is confusing...lol

<NowFaithIs> sorry, didn't mean to further confuse the issue!

<opentext> What one needs to come to an  understanding of, is when Jesus of Nazareth was anointed. If your answer for when Jesus of Nazareth received the Holy Spirit, is anything other than at conception; then one would have to ask themselves, how could He possibly have led a life without sin? michie...we are only as fast as the slowest one here at any time

<opentext> this is how we grow together

<opentext> For without the Spirit of Christ, there is no way that He could have risen above the temptation that came before Him. Yet, we know that He was tempted in every manner as we are, and yet sinned not.

<NowFaithIs> ok---I am sorry---I really dislike my questioning myself on something that I know

<mizpah^> But, I learn from those questions, michie

<opentext> however...if we nip it in the but now...then it will not grow

<opentext> the only dumb question is what?

<mizpah^> the question not asked

<opentext> exactly

<Stowe> are you saying that Jesus didn't receive the Holy Spirit at conception?

<opentext> NO

<NowFaithIs> ok

<opentext> what I am saying is...that if He did not receive it then...how could He have led a life without sin!

<Stowe> okay :-)

<NowFaithIs> many think He received the H.S. when He was baptized with John's baptism

<opentext> many teach that He did not receive it till John's baptism...and I wanted to put that to rest

<opentext> lol

<NowFaithIs> :-x

<opentext> same Spirit

<NowFaithIs> we do that all the time, because of the same Spirit!!!

<opentext> Luke 2:25-30

<opentext> 25And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him.

<opentext> 26And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ.

<opentext> 27And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law,

<opentext> 28Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said,

<opentext> 29Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word:

<opentext> 30For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> if you will notice here...He was only 8 days old...and Simeon, being led by the Spirit...saw the Lord's Christ...while all those in the flesh...saw the child Jesus

<opentext> What most fail to see and hear in this portion of scripture, is the fact that the Holy Spirit told Simeon that he would not see death, until he had seen the Lord's Christ. As the eight day old child was brought into the temple, those in the flesh saw the child Jesus of Nazareth. Simeon though, being led by the Spirit of God, witnessed the Lord's Christ

<opentext> Why was there a difference in observations? 

<NowFaithIs> because of what you said

<Stowe> yes :-), because Simeon had the Holy Spirit upon him

<mizpah^> because of who the Holy Spirit revealed the Lord's Christ to and who He didn't

<NowFaithIs> the ppl of the flesh saw Jesus of Naz.

<Stowe> he was "seeing" in the Spirit

<opentext> very good

<NowFaithIs> and that person of the Spirit (or with the Spirit upon him) saw spiritually

<opentext> why can't people see the revelation of Christ today?

<NowFaithIs> just like Peter

<Stowe> because they are walking in the flesh

<opentext> exactly stowe

<NowFaithIs> they have not recognized the spiritual in who Christ is

<opentext> This could not be, except Jesus of Nazareth had already received the Father's anointing! This anointing had to happen at conception when the Holy Spirit overshadowed Mary. (Are we supposed to cut out these portions of scripture, just because they do not agree with what man has taught us? Have we forgotten who our teacher is supposed to be?)

<mizpah^> to understand the Spirit, you have to walk in the Spirit

<NowFaithIs> I think of the Jews who had no problem seeing Jesus of Nazareth...what they had a problem with was recognizing Him as **the Christ**

<opentext> Another thing that most do not realize, is the fact that Jesus of Nazareth could not have an earthly father. We know (or at least we should know), that the sins of the father were past on to the children. If this had happened, Jesus Christ could not have offered the perfect sacrifice for the sins of the world. (Gal.3:13-14)

<opentext> thus...we see the new bloodline for our adoption

<NowFaithIs> o/

<opentext> yes michie

<NowFaithIs> what about our mother's family history...let's say our mother's side of the family has a history of cancer...

<NowFaithIs> if we are not born again, our odds of getting cancer are high

<opentext> why?

<NowFaithIs> I dunno, that is what the dr.'s say!!!! 

<opentext> because of fear......My people perish for lack of knowledge...so then what of the ungodly?

NowFaithIs sticks foot in mouth

<NowFaithIs> ok, never mind!

<opentext> some of hereditary things are through the genetics........but in Christ, we are a new creation...so when we get the new heart, we get a new blood supply

<opentext> supply

<NowFaithIs> I just know that my fear of getting cancer disappeared the moment I realized I was made new in Christ....and I guess I just always assumed that if I hadn't been born again, I would most likely get cancer or be at high risk

<opentext> yes...because of the fear and the father of lies

<NowFaithIs> yes, and the fear itself would have probably made it come true as well

<opentext> he can't speak the truth, but has to keep one following lies

<opentext> we either operate in faith or fear

<mizpah^> o/

<NowFaithIs> k

<opentext> faith is of God, and fear is from el creepo

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah^> When I had cancer, I was told that my attitude had a lot to do with how I would recover.

<NowFaithIs> yup

<mizpah^> now, that we are saved, we are renewed in the mind through the Word

<opentext> that did not know how close they were to the truth

<NowFaithIs> amen

<mizpah^> That changes our attitude

<opentext> amen

<NowFaithIs> am just remembering

<opentext> as you said...a mind renewed with the Word...and His Word is what?

<NowFaithIs> the mother's blood does not cross over to the child

<Stowe> life!

<opentext> Spirit and life

<mizpah^> His Word is Truth and Life!

<opentext> @read john 6:63

<Chatbot> (john 6:63) -- It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.

<opentext> exactly michie

<NowFaithIs> I still think that is sooo amazing

<opentext> michie..if it did, Jesus of Nazareth could not have been born without sin

<NowFaithIs> that is true, He would have inherited the sins of Mary

<opentext> exactly

<NowFaithIs> lol

<opentext> Now for the next question facing us, Who then is Christ?

<opentext> Isa 9, unto us a son is given: (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> Son of God

<opentext> Matt 16:15-18, 15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. (KJ

<NowFaithIs> child born=Jesus of Nazareth=flesh=son of man, Son is given=Christ=spirit=Son of God, twain one new man, fully man, fully God

<opentext> Did you happen to notice in these verses, that it is not flesh and blood that reveals to Peter who stands before him? It is the Father that reveals to Peter, that is Christ, the Son of the living God that stands before him! Did you happen to notice in these verses, that it is not flesh and blood that reveals to Peter who stands before him? It is the Father that reveals to Peter, that is Christ, the Son of the living God that stands before him! 

<opentext> exactly michie

<mizpah^> yes

<opentext> It is upon this revelation of the Son of the living God, that His church would be built. (That is why we are called Christians and not Jesusians.) Is this not the same revelation that Isaiah the prophet received? Is it not the same revelation that Simeon had at the temple?

<opentext> What does Paul tell us of what was revealed to him? Does not Paul tell us that he did not confer with flesh and blood? Is Paul not quite explicit to tell us that it came by revelation?

<opentext> the word mystery...means...something revealed

<NowFaithIs> hold!

<opentext> ok

<NowFaithIs> also, what did Jesus say....when He was asking about who do you say that I am....

opentext grasps the Word firmly

<NowFaithIs> what did He first say

<NowFaithIs> can you post that section where He firsts starts asking

<Stowe> so to each one of us, the revelation of Christ cannot be revealed by flesh and blood, it has to be by the Spirit

<opentext> who say ye that I the son of man am

<opentext> exactly stowe

<NowFaithIs> no no no...hang on

<opentext> I can point you to the scriptures...but you have to hear the Spirit of God

<Stowe> sorry NowFaithIs

<NowFaithIs> Matt 16:14-15

<NowFaithIs> 14And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.

<NowFaithIs> 15He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?

<NowFaithIs> (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> ok, he said SOME say ....but whom say ye..........

<NowFaithIs> the some there are those in the flesh

<NowFaithIs> and the whom is the one whom the Spirit was upon

<mizpah^> they weren't saying who they thought He was, they were listening to others

<NowFaithIs> no , don't be sorry stowe!!!

<opentext> I am that I am...the same God that talked with Moses

<NowFaithIs> sorry...wait

<NowFaithIs> I missed the point I wanted to make.....

<NowFaithIs> Matt 16:13

<NowFaithIs> 13When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?

<NowFaithIs> (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> whom do MEN say that I the Son of man am

<NowFaithIs> men-flesh

<opentext> very good michie

<NowFaithIs> MEN say that the Son of man  is......

<NowFaithIs> but Peter said who I AM is

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> Gal 1:16, To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood: (KJV)

<opentext> 601  apokalupto (ap-ok-al-oop'-to); reveal; from 575 and 2572; to take off the cover, i.e. disclose:   KJV-- reveal. 1) to uncover, to lay open what has been veiled or covered up,  to disclose, to make bare  2) to make known, to make manifest, to disclose what before was unknown.

<opentext> Without the cover or veil being removed, how can one see the mystery of the gospel? Here in this verse, we can see quite clearly that this revelation was not done by flesh and blood, but by revelation of the Spirit of God. Most of us have always taken someone else's explanation for what they think the Word says. Very few take the time to go to the source!

<mizpah^> Like people today that listen, but never search out the scriptures and seek God for the truth

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> they study for man's pat on the back...but not Father's approval

<opentext> what is Father's approval?

<mizpah^> To be obedient to His Word

<opentext> well done oh good and faithful servant...enter in to my kingdom

<opentext> exactly miz

<opentext> What we also fail to see and hear is that this is also supposed to be a requirement for elders and deacons. 1 Tim 3:9, Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. (KJV) If they cannot see or understand the mystery of the faith, how can they tend to, let alone feed God's flock? (1Peter 5:2, John 21:15-17)

opentext says, Every sermon reveals the preacher's grasp of "the mystery of Christ." If he has no insight into Christ, he has no call to preach. (from Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament)

<opentext> This is why Paul tells us so emphatically, to take unto us, the whole armor of God. We have the receive the measure of the gift of Christ! (Eph.4:7, Rom.12:3) It can only be through Christ, the wisdom of God and the power of God, (1Cor.1:24) that the truth is able to expose the trickery of the devil.

<opentext> unless we see the fullness of Christ, how can we take unto us the whole armor of God?

<NowFaithIs> we cannot

<Stowe> we can't

<mizpah^> we can't

<NowFaithIs> the whole armor of God IS Christ

<opentext> exactly....

<opentext> It is only through the revelation of Jesus Christ, that we can stand, (to know our rights and authority in Christ). In that, we can begin to know and understand all that has been given to us, the moment that we receive the gift!

<NowFaithIs> er is the fullness of Christ

<NowFaithIs> for we are complete in Him

<opentext> exactly  col 2:8-9

<opentext> How about it, do you know your rights and authority in Christ? Do you know the Word of God the way Father would have you to know it, or are you perhaps operating on hear say evidence?

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:13

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:13) -- Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

<opentext> do you see this verse a bit different now, then ate the start of the study?

<mizpah^> YES!

<NowFaithIs> :-)

<NowFaithIs> the whole package, the completeness that is in Christ...

<Stowe> I'm beginning to think I knew something, now I'm thinking I know very little of the fullness of Christ

<opentext> ahhh, but stowe to see that, means that you are seeing...and now you will be hungry for all that Father has for you

<NowFaithIs> goats butt, sheep follow :-)

<mizpah^> lol...good one michie

NowFaithIs points to Larry.....his line, not mine!!!

<opentext> ha, however stowe to see that,

<NowFaithIs> rofl!

<mizpah^> lol

<opentext> any questions?

<mizpah^> yes

<NowFaithIs> thinking

<opentext> ok...go ahead

<mizpah^> Can stowe go in an hour later to work so we can have one more hour of Bible Study?

<opentext> lol

<NowFaithIs> rofl!

<Stowe> <G>

<mizpah^> This is sooooo great and wonderful...I learned so much today

<NowFaithIs> Eph 2:15-16

<NowFaithIs> 15Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;

<NowFaithIs> 16And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:

<NowFaithIs> (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> this area is where the reality of the son of man and the Son of God came in for me

<Stowe> what does he mean when he says "and having done all, stand"?

<opentext> stowe, once we get man's traditions and doctrines out of the way....then we are able to hear all that Father has blessed us with

<Stowe> yes :-)

<opentext> having done all...studied for Father's approval

<opentext> because...when we have studied for Father's approval...we know who we are in Christ

<NowFaithIs> want the definition?

<opentext> when we know who we are in Christ...we then understand our rights and authority as His child

<NowFaithIs> we then have that sure foundation of Christ that is the only way we can stand without being tossed and from?

<opentext> @read Ephesians 1:3

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 1:3) -- Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:

<opentext> stowe...how many blessings?

<Stowe> all spiritual blessings ....

<opentext> :-)

<NowFaithIs> Eph 4:14-15

<NowFaithIs> 14That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

<NowFaithIs> 15But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:

<NowFaithIs> (KJV)

<opentext> not some as many would have us believe

<NowFaithIs> all spiritual blessings, complete in Him

<opentext> @read Colossians 2:9

<Chatbot> (Colossians 2:9) -- For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.

<opentext> @read Colossians 2:10

<Chatbot> (Colossians 2:10) -- And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:

<opentext> you are *complete* in Him

<opentext> we are not many.....we are His though

<NowFaithIs> :-)

<NowFaithIs> PTL

<NowFaithIs> <bob> Praise God!

<Stowe> not missing anything "complete in Him"

<opentext> stowe...did you want the newsletter I took today's study from?

<Stowe> yes please

<NowFaithIs> completely saved, completely delivered, completely healed.........the only thing lacking is our ability to believe in the complete package, otherwise Jesus Christ's work on the cross was a failure

<opentext> yes

<NowFaithIs> NOW salvation, NOW faith

