22 September 2005 Thursday Bible study.

<chosen> thank you Father for the blessing of being able to fellowship with you in spirit and in truth this day, as we go about all that you have for us. We pray that we will continue to give you our full attention as we maintain our focus on you hearing each word that you have to share with us through Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> Rom 14:1-3, 1 Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations. 2 For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs. 3 Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for God hath received him. (KJV)

<opentext> So as we have been seeing here in these opening verses, how Paul tells us that we are to receive those who are weak in the faith, avoiding petty strifes and differences.

<opentext> But again, what is it for one to be weak in the faith?

<disciple> those who have not cut all the bondage of the flesh...and still is caught up in rituals and traditions

<helpmate> one who is new in the faith....a milk christian

<chosen> those not operating in the spirit of Christ

<opentext> Definition for weak: 1) to be weak, to be feeble, to be without strength, to be powerless 2) to be weak in means, to be needy, to be poor  3) to be feeble, to be sick. [Thayers]

<opentext> All good answers, but let's look at that a bit further.

<opentext> If one is weak in the faith, that they are without strength [Christ is the wisdom and power of God]; that they are needy [in need of the revelation of His Son within them]; shows us that their hearing has not been developed.

<opentext> Now stop and think for a moment, how you can hear a scripture that reveals further how we have been enabled to have that active participation in and of His divine nature, while those around you it does nothing for.

<disciple> it's what the Holy Spirit reveals, and He does that in accordance with what Father asks...He knows what we have need of, and if we will be receptive to what He asks...it's our choice to hear and obey

<chosen> if you seek, then you will find, an open heart and mind to the Spirit of God

<opentext> Would you say then that those that that scripture does nothing for would be weak in the faith, or maybe dull of hearing?

<disciple> yes     <helpmate> yes     <chosen> yes

<opentext> Now think for a moment about Matthew 2:11, and how it shows us that the wiremen [however many there were], visited a young child in a house, and not at the manger. Yet, how may are still dull of hearing, and assume that there were three wise men at the manger?

<chosen> those that don’t seek the truth

<disciple> people who have not got their spiritual ears trained, or are too lazy to hear and see the truth

<opentext> And even more so, how many think that it does not make any difference?

<helpmate> anyone who does not know the difference between Jesus and Christ

<chosen> probably all those that don’t bother studying the Word

<disciple> those who are not attentive to Father's Words, not realizing that each Word has significance...they are life and death

<opentext> Heb 5:11 Concerning this we have much to say which is hard to explain, since you have become dull in your [spiritual] hearing and sluggish [even slothful in achieving spiritual insight]. 12 For even though by this time you ought to be teaching others, you actually need someone to teach you over again the very first principles of God's Word. You have come to need milk, not solid food. 13 For everyone who continues to feed on milk is obviously inexperienced and unskilled in the doctrine of righteousness (of conformity to the divine will in purpose, thought, and action), for he is a mere infant [not able to talk yet]! 14 But solid food is for full-grown men, for those whose senses and mental faculties are trained by practice to discriminate and distinguish between what is morally good and noble and what is evil and contrary either to divine or human law. AMP

<opentext> Here Paul gives us a very clear picture of one who is weak in the faith. 

<opentext> Now, Paul tells us that we that are established in the faith, are to receive those who are weak in the faith, but not to doubtful disputations. In other words, we are to be that example of the believers in word, in conduct, in conversation; and we are to hold fast this profession of faith without wavering for even an instant.

<opentext> Definition for receive ye:  to take to, to take in addition, to take to oneself  a) to take as one's companion  b) to take by the hand in order to lead aside  c) to take or receive into one's home, with the collateral idea of kindness  d) to receive, that is, to grant one access to one's heart;  to take into friendship and intercourse e) to take to oneself, to take, that is, food. [Thayers]

<opentext> Those that are weak in the faith, we are to take in, so that we can give the example of how Christ lives within our heart, and show them how we are able to receive our daily bread from the Father, because of our active participation in and of the divine nature of Christ.

<opentext> If one is established in the faith, that they know who their Source is, and they know the meal that He has prepared before them, that will enable them to overcome any and all obstacles that they may encounter on their journey home.

<opentext> Ps 23:5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies KJV

<opentext> Because He is my Shepherd, and I follow Him, he will supply all that i have need of, regardless of what the external circumstances may try to dictate.

<opentext> It is when one does not have confidence in their relationship with Him, that they are led into doubtful disputations. 

<opentext> So we can see that there is a great responsibility that comes along with this great and precious gift that we have received. It is not enough to just receive this gift, but that one has to read and comprehend the instructions that Father has given us for proper operation of this gift.

<opentext> For example, if you want to learn to sew, would you go to a transmission specialist?

<helpmate> no     <disciple> no

<opentext> Why not?

<helpmate> my sewing would get full of grease and be ruined...used as a grease rag

<opentext> Yet, people all of the time go to those for advice that do not have proper knowledge of the gift, and then wonder why their life is so full of turmoil. Thus, we can see more clearly why it is imperative that we set that proper example of the believer in every facet of our lives.
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