22 September 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and this time of fellowship together that you have blessed us with and pray for your words of encouragement and direction this day that will enable us to see clearly thy faithfulness and hold fast to the faith delivered to us through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Heb 10:23-24, 23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) 24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: KJV

<opentext> Holding fast your profession of faith [full adherence to the Message that you have heard by and through Christ Jesus, by your way of life and living], without wavering [not even blinking an eye in the face of adversity or opposition]. Holding God and His Word to be true, regardless of what anyone or anything else tries say or do against the promises of God.

<opentext> Holding fast the profession of faith, that you have heard! Not that which someone else has heard, but that which you have heard. How often do people overlook, or even forget the intimacy that they are supposed to have with Father?

<disciple> most don't have it...they don't know who He is

<at-peace> whenever the cares of this life enter in (Mark 4:19)
<opentext> How often is it that people try to base their relationship with God off of or from other peoples experiences [what they have heard, seen or done]?

<disciple> used to do that...you can't ride anybody's coat tails into heaven...we all have to have a personal intimacy with Father...individual members, but one body in Christ (1Cor 12:1)
<at-peace> for many they don't get past the preacher or minister but remain babes in Christ getting caught up in the traditions and doctrines of man not going on to maturity (1Cor 3:1-7, Heb 5:12-14, Mark 7:7-9, 2Tim 4:3-4)
<opentext> Let us [you and God] be in agreement with that which you have heard Him speak to you through the Message, being confident of that which you have heard and received, so that you allow it to become an actual and factual way of life and living. 

<opentext> Being a partaker in and of the divine nature is what causes one to be in agreement with God. Hearing and responding to only that which one hears the Father speak.

<opentext> Yet, how often does one get pulled into dialogues that are contrary to the Word?

<disciple> one has to watch for the snare and avoid it...the Word plainly states we should not debate the Word...it doesn't need defending...it stands on it's own merit

1 Tim 6:20-21 O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called: Which some professing have erred concerning the faith. Grace be with thee. Amen. (KJV)

2 Tim 2:16 But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness. (KJV)

<opentext> It does not matter what or who the distraction may be, one has to hold fast the profession of faith without wavering. If it is anything other then the Word, one should not even blink or flinch. Only allowing His Message to be that which causes one to react.

<opentext> Now, if Jesus Christ had allowed what everyone else said, to dictate the path He took, how faithful do you think He would have been to that which Father was asking of Him?

<at-peace> He would not have been the perfect sacrifice

<greg> we would still be waiting for a saviour

<disciple> He wouldn't have been...He would have been too busy with worldly things

<opentext> Now, if  you fail to hold fast the profession of faith, how effective of an example of the believer do you think you will be? Will you be able to encourage others to follow the Word?

<disciple> no                    <at-peace> no

<chosen> no you would both fall into the ditch

<opentext> Now also consider this, if you fail to allow that which you have heard [the profession of faith for your life] to be manifest in your life, would it be any different than hiding your light under a bushel?

<disciple> no           <chosen> no

Matt 5:15-16 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. (KJV)

Luke 11:33-36 No man, when he hath lighted a candle, putteth it in a secret place, neither under a bushel, but on a candlestick, that they which come in may see the light. The light of the body is the eye: therefore when thine eye is single, thy whole body also is full of light; but when thine eye is evil, thy body also is full of darkness. Take heed therefore that the light which is in thee be not darkness. If thy whole body therefore be full of light, having no part dark, the whole shall be full of light, as when the bright shining of a candle doth give thee light. (KJV)

<opentext> In the life of Jesus Christ, we are able to see full adherence to the Word of God, regardless of the opposition that came against Him. Regardless of the adversity, Jesus Christ never blinked, never flinched at that which the Father asked of Him. And if you will ponder this, you will realize that it is this example that affected your life as well.

Jesus Christ was unwaivering in His conviction and commitment to God.  He never let anyone or anything distract Him, nor did He look behind to see who may or may not be following.  His journey was His own (working out His own salvation with fear and trembling)
<opentext> How often has it been, that someone else’s faithfulness to the Word [holding fast the profession of faith], is what encouraged you to go on?

<disciple> many a time...the example of my brothers and sisters have been an encouragement

<chosen> has been often     <at-peace> many times

<opentext> Now think about that, just their faithfulness, was an encouragement to you. It provoked you to seek out a closer and better relationship with the Father. Yet, does one then have the confidence to allow Father to use you in the same way? [Remember, that God is not a respecter of persons (Acts 10:34-35, Gal 2:6)]

<disciple> can't picture myself as a good example for my brothers and sisters...i reckon i need to work on that perception

<greg> it would be like getting shortchanged at the bank, one should expect Gods results and nothing less

<opentext> Father spoke something to my heart years ago, that has always been precious to me; love is nothing until you give it away, and then you end up having more (Luke 6:38). The love of God has been shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, who is given to us (John 3:16) . How confident are you of His love, that He has placed within you?

<disciple> i know His love is within me ... i am truly confident about that

<greg> confident enough to let God be true, and anything or anyone else a liar (Rom 3:4)
<opentext> Holding fast the profession of faith, is to allow His love to manifest by you and through you, for all of the world to see. Yet, is one always willing to allow others to see, and share in, this precious love within us?

<disciple> most of the time...should be all of the time

<greg> the more one lets the light shine, the more they want to put us in a bushel…basket case

If one is not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, then there will always be a willingness to allow others to see and share in this precious love within us.

<opentext> Tomorrow we will finish up on this passage of scripture...any questions or comments from today's study?
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Laying down my life for the brethren, being a living sacrifice well pleasing to our Father
I Jn 3:16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. (KJV)
Rom 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. (KJV)

This is the only way to perceive the love of God.

Luke 6:38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again. (KJV)
I have the power to lay down my life, and I have the power to take it again. (John 10:18)
