22 November 2005 Tuesday Bible study.
 
<opentext> Father, we are so thankful for this day and this time that we can come to you and before you through the precious gift of Christ Jesus, to receive of and from you the very essentials needed to nurture and maintain out spiritual life and walk this day, in now faith.
 
<opentext> Rom 14:22, Your personal convictions [on such matters]--exercise [them] as in God's presence, keeping them to yourself [striving only to know the truth and obey His will]. Blessed (happy, to be envied) is he who has no reason to judge himself for what he approves [who does not convict himself by what he chooses to do]. AMP
 
<opentext> Romans 14:22  On your part, you must exercise your faith by the standard of yourself in the sight of God.  Happy is the man who need not condemn himself for doing the thing that he approves. William's New Testament
 
<opentext> Studying to show one self approved unto God. Jesus Christ always did those things which pleased Father, not that which pacified the masses.
<opentext> And that is what one has to always be asking, are they doing that which they are doing to please the Father, or please the people?
<greg> yes, if i seek to please man, then i cannot be the servant of Christ, doing <opentext> In all that one says, in all that which they do, it should be because that is the counsel and instruction which they have heard from Father.
<opentext> But here again, this will be determined by one's ability, one's desire to hear the voice of God, and then make that choice, that decision to live and abide in that which they have heard.
<opentext> Another thing that one has to consider, how much difference is there between that which people believe, and that which they know?
<disciple> usually a great deal...most have a head knowledge of some kind of truth, but very few have a heart knowledge working in their daily lives
<opentext> Many people believe that there were three wise men at the manger, yet is that truth?
<greg> that we may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, being risen with Him
<disciple> no           <greg> that would be a fabrication of the truth
<opentext> So then how does one determine the fine line between what they believe, and what is truth? How does one keep their personal convictions out of the equation?
<disciple> line it all up by the Word...if it's not in the Bible, don't believe it...check everything out, not just accept what others say
<greg> rightly dividing the word of truth, letting God be true and anything contrary to the sound doctrine of Christ a lie
<opentext> Note how Paul opens verse 22: "Your personal convictions [on such matters]--exercise [them] as in God's presence, keeping them to yourself [striving only to know the truth and obey His will]."
<opentext> Let God be true and every man a liar, Paul stated earlier in this epistle. Yet, how many are willing to believe God instead of man, and his personal convictions and philosophies?
<disciple> most line up what man says with what they think God says, and dismiss anything that doesn't line up with man's thinking
<greg> most have been brought up with the mindset that majority rules, thus they let man be true and are calling God the liar
<opentext> Thus we can see why the Word counsels us, that it is His Word that is to be treasured in one's heart, so that they will only say and do only those things which are pleasing to Him.
<opentext> Thus why the Lord said that His sheep will hear His voice, and the voice of a stranger they will not follow, Why? Because His Word is the lamp to guide our feet and every step that we take. His Word will properly illuminate each step that one takes so that each step is sure.
<opentext> So  one is able to heed His Word and counsel, if they learn to keep their personal convictions out of the equation, and stay with that which they hear straight from Father. So how does one do this? How does one get to this place of trust and confidence in this relationship with Him?
<greg> Phil 3:13-15, 13Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 14I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 15Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you. (KJV)
<disciple> by training their ear to hear His voice, and then apply that which He asks...each time, that will bring more confidence in knowing what we hear and bring us in a closer relationship with Father
<greg> i like how Paul states it, by establishing a personal relationship with Father, and forgetting our old ways and thinking from the past, not leaning unto our own understanding, but realizing when he is weak, and willing to let go, the he is strong, letting the word of God have its way
<greg> and as many as are perfect, mature, are able to rightly divide the word of truth, and know the difference between the flesh and spirit
<opentext> But consider also, that as we were growing in the physical, how we were told who we should trust and believe. So from the beginning one was taught to believe man. So yes, one has to forget the past, but how do they allow this to manifest in their life?
<greg> by letting the peace of God rule in all our decisions, walking by faith and not sight
<disciple> living in now faith...keeping a watch on the words we speak and things we do...walking in that perfect example Christ Jesus left for us
<opentext> So the solution is quite simple, it is a matter of finding the way to keep the lower nature out of the way. Learning to hear the Message that has been delivered, and allowing it into my heart and life.
<opentext> As  Paul has been showing us in this chapter, how easy it is for one to allow their personal thoughts and convictions to get in the way, if they have not taken the time and put forth the effort to hear the whole truth from Father, rather then taking some man's opinion about it. Even for ourselves, how often has one taken and ran with other people opinions and conclusions, rather then going to Father to hear and see what the truth is?
<disciple> i haven't done that today :-)
<greg> i would run from the north to the east, seeking someone to show me an answer
<greg> Amos 8:11-12, 11Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD: 12And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, and shall not find it. (KJV)
<opentext> Thus we can see why the Word tells us, that "you shall know the truth, and the truth is what will set you free and keep you free."
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