22 March 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<chosen> we thank you Father for your love towards us, that you love us enough to provide our daily bread that will speak to us in the exact area that we have need of this day.... we pray that we might allow your truth to remain the most important thing to us, through Christ Jesus our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 12:1-2, I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind,  KJV

 

<opentext> That you, present your bodies to God, a living sacrifice...which is your reasonable service. But what exactly is reasonable service?

<chosen> doing all of that which God asks of us

<disciple> it is reasonable that we give all of us at all times to Father for His pleasure

<helpmate> anything that Father asks us to do because he would not ask us to do anything that was unreasonable

<at-peace> worshiping Father in Spirit and in truth (John 4:23-24)
<opentext> Reasonable = informed or intelligent        service = worship
<opentext> We are supposed to be led and guided by the Holy Spirit, who will lead us and guide us into all truth (John 16:13), His Word is truth (John 17:17).

<opentext> Christ is the power and wisdom of God (1Cor 1:24). In Christ Jesus are all of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge (Col 2:2-3).

<opentext> As we talked about yesterday, that to be a living sacrifice, one must be that active participant in and of the divine nature of Christ. And by being that active participant, then one will be informed by His Spirit, on how we are to fellowship with the Father.

<opentext> Now can one give informed or intelligent worship to God, if they are conforming or patterning themselves after this world? Or the things of this world?

<chosen> no    <helpmate> no    <disciple> no    <at-peace> no

<at-peace> the natural man cannot receive the things of God, neither can he know them(1Cor 2:14)
<opentext> So we are not to pattern or conform ourselves according to this world, or the things of this world. So then how exactly is it then that one determines how or what to pattern themselves after?

<helpmate> follow the example of Jesus Christ

<disciple> Jesus Christ is our example, and we should pattern ourselves after the example that He left us...only doing and speaking what Father asks of us

<chosen> by following the example set for us by Jesus Christ

<at-peace> depends on where the mind is renewed...if on things above it would be the example of Jesus Christ, if things of this life it would be the pattern of the world or conformity to it

 John 12:49-50 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. And I know that his commandment is  life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak. (KJV)

John 13:15 For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you. (KJV)
1 Pet 2:21-23 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: (KJV)
<opentext> Rom 12:2,  Do not be conformed to this world (this age), [fashioned after and adapted to its external, superficial customs], but be transformed (changed) by the [entire] renewal of your mind [by its new ideals and its new attitude], AMP

<opentext> Look at it this way for a moment...how often does one allow the fashions or current customs of this world influence their decisions?

<helpmate> not to often any more

<disciple> not much, anymore...used to always want to keep into the latest fashions and fads, though

<chosen> anytime that one seeks earthly treasures

<at-peace> whenever one is seeking to please man rather than God... their affection set on earthly things

Matt 6:21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. (KJV)
Col 3:1-2 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. (KJV)

<opentext> Proverbs tells us, that as a man thinks within his heart, so he will be (Prov 23:7). So we can see why Paul is trying to show us the importance of having one's mind properly renewed, by intelligent or informed fellowship with the Father.

<opentext> To pattern our lives after the example that Jesus Christ set for us, and not by the ever changing fads and customs of this fickled world.

 
Eph 4:23-24 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. (KJV)
Col 3:10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 12:2, Don't become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You'll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> How often does one try to adjust or fit in with those that they are around?

<helpmate> the flesh wants to be one of the crowd, liked by all…friendship with the world is enmity with God (James 4:4)
<disciple> people liked to be liked...and being in true and constant fellowship with Father isn't going to cause that

I Jn 2:15-17 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. (KJV)

<opentext> Reasonable service; well informed fellowship, couldn't we also say that this would be highlighted in one's life, by being that example of the believer at all times (1Tim 4:12-16), that is in season and out of season (2Tim 4:2)?

<helpmate> yes    <disciple> yes    <chosen> yes    <at-peace> yes

 

<opentext> 1 Tim 4:12-13, Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 13 Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. KJV

 

<opentext> And yet how often does one despise their own youth, because of what the world says?

<helpmate> used to do that a lot…thinking what i saw was not right because others that had been believers a lot longer and did not see it the way that i had

<disciple> have to stand for what i know, not what others think

<opentext> How often is the words that come out of our mouth in everyday conversation grounded in the love of Christ, as led by His Spirit according to the Message we have heard from Him, causing one to live a Godly life?

<helpmate> we are working toward that perfection

<at-peace> if it is His words that go forth they will not return void but will go about to fulfil that which was spoken

<disciple> regrettably, not always, but it should be

<opentext> The external circumstances [the customs of this world] will try to dictate to one how they should live and act so that one will fit in with the masses. However, we are to live by intelligent of informed fellowship with God regardless of what the world says or does. To keep our mind properly fixed and focused in and on the Message that has been delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus. To know the love of Christ which passes knowledge, so that you might be filled with all of the fulness of God (Eph 3:19).

2 Cor 6:17-18 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. (KJV)
….renewing of the mind on things above enables one to conform to Christ and not the world…ones mind properly renewed by intelligent and informed fellowship with Father.
John 8:28-29 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. (KJV)
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