22 March 2004 Monday Bible study.

 

 

[05:04] <at-peace> Father thank you for this day and the bread of life you have prepared for us that will keep and sustain us and enable us to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ giving you praise, honor, and glory through Him.

 

<opentext> Rom 5:13-15, 13(For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come. 15 But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. KJV

 

<opentext> The Word tells us that all sin and fall short of the glory of God. Each and every person has the knowledge of right and wrong, but not all seek God to come to an understanding of that which He requires of us.

<opentext> Do you think that self imposed ignorance will work as an excuse before the Creator?

<at-peace> no     <chosen> no

 

<opentext> In Adam, we all die, that is the sentence of sin is imposed against all of mankind. A good way to think of this is that just as in one's physical lineage, the characteristics of genes is passed onto the children, and subsequent generations. Thus it is easy to see and comprehend how sin was passed down to all of mankind.

<opentext> And, just as sin was passed on through Adam, then we are able to see that those who join the lineage of Jesus Christ, have the availability of grace afforded to them, through the new creation.

<opentext> Adam's lineage is that of death, the lineage of Jesus Christ is that of life. Adam's was ruled by the leadings of the lower nature, while that of Jesus Christ was lead by the Spirit of God which dwelled within Him.

 

<opentext> Yet, how easy is it for people to try to complicate the simplicity of the gospel of Christ?

<chosen> very easy

<at-peace> easy when leaning to our own understanding

 

<opentext> If we look back at what transpired with Adam, isn't it interesting how that after he gave into the leadings of the lower nature, does he take responsibility for his own misconduct?

<opentext> Gen 3:11-12, 11And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? 12And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.  (KJV)

 

<opentext> When a person refuses the gift of God, aren't they then acting just as Adam did?

<chosen> yes

<at-peace> when the gift of God is refused there is always an excuse

 

<opentext> Rom 5:15, But God's free gift is not at all to be compared to the trespass [His grace is out of all proportion to the fall of man]. For if many died through one man's falling away (his lapse, his offense), much more profusely did God's grace and the free gift [that comes] through the undeserved favor of the one Man Jesus Christ abound and overflow to and for [the benefit of] many. AMP

 

<opentext> With a gift as precious as that which God has made available to us, yet how easy is it to take this gift for granted?

<chosen> easy when we allow the Word to slip

<at-peace> 1 Cor 10:12Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. (KJV)

 

<opentext> What Paul is showing us here is that though all sin and fall short of the glory of God by the transgression of Adam, yet through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, reconciliation is made available to any and all that will call on the Lord out of a pure and sincere heart.

<opentext> By grace, are we saved through the continuation of hearing the Message delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus, and allowing this Message to become an actual way of life and living.

<opentext> The Word, the Message has to become as necessary and essential to the believer, as the very air needed for a person to continue their physical life here.

<opentext> If one neglects their spirit it man, then it should cause one to gasp for spiritual air, and cause them to immediately seek the Lord for the refreshing which they need. Yet, how often does one look at their own salvation in this manner or light?

<opentext> Now note at the end of verse 15 from the Amplified translation; if one is not allowing that love and grace to abound and overflow, would it not be the same as one gasping for air?

<at-peace> yes, the life giving properties have been slowing cut off

<chosen> yes

 

<opentext> Now, i do not know of anyone that would put a plastic bag over their head, and leave it there until they quit breathing. Yet, when one refuses the gift of God [His grace and mercy] isn't that exactly what they are doing spiritually?

<chosen> yes   <at-peace> slowing suffocating

 

<opentext> Now, just as one if made to think about it, will admit that they need air to live, yet how often are they aware of, or cognizant of the fact that they are breathing, and that it is essential for them to continue to breathe in order to continue to live?

<chosen> not usually

<at-peace> as steph said

 

<opentext> So we can see that we need to learn to always be mindful of our relationship with Father, so that one does not allow themselves to slowly suffocate spiritually. Living in His Word has to become a way of life and living, and if the Word is kept away but for a few breathes, one should be aware of it, and immediately seek to have the fresh, life giving spiritual air renewed.
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