Bible Study Monday 22 July 2002

 

We (all of mankind) have been invited into God’s family, yet how often does one waver or falter with this opportunity or invitation that has been made available to us?

 

Jeremiah 3:19 But I said, How shall I put thee among the children, and give thee a pleasant land, a goodly heritage of the hosts of nations? and I said, Thou shalt call me, My father; and shalt not turn away from me. KJV

 

[How shall I put thee among the children] As if he had said, How can ye be accounted a holy seed, who are polluted? How can ye be united to the people of God, who walk in the path of sinners? How can ye be taken to heaven, who are unholy within, and unrighteous without? (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

How often does one try to hang onto this present evil world with one hand, and the kingdom of God with the other? There should not be any hesitation in the choice one should make, yet, how often does one halt or waver between these two choices?

 

[And I said, Thou shalt call me, My father] This is the answer to the above question. They could not be put among the children unless they became legal members of the heavenly family: and they could not become members of this family unless they abandoned idolatry, and took the Lord for their portion. Nor could they be continued in the privileges of the heavenly family, unless they no more turned away from their heavenly Father. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Whose family do you choose to be a part of? How often does one really weigh the question that is posed with this? Does one forget what God asked of Abraham, when he was asked to step out in faith? 

 

Acts 7:2-3 And he said, Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken; The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran, 3 And said unto him, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and come into the land which I shall shew thee. KJV

 

By this precept he was tried whether he loved his native soil and dearest friends, and whether he could willingly leave all, to go along with God. His country had become idolatrous, his kindred and his father's house were a constant temptation to him, and he could not continue with them without danger of being infected by them. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

Note, Those that are in a sinful state are concerned to make all possible haste out of it. Get out for thyself (so some read it), that is, for thy own good. Note, Those who leave their sins, and turn to God, will themselves be unspeakable gainers by the change, <Prov. 9:12>. This command which God gave to Abram is much the same with the gospel call by which all the spiritual seed of faithful Abram are brought into covenant with God. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

Natural affection must give way to divine grace. Our country is dear to us, our kindred dearer, and our father's house dearest of all; and yet they must all be hated <Lu. 14:26>, that is, we must love them less than Christ, hate them in comparison with him, and, whenever any of these come in competition with him, they must be postponed, and the preference given to the will and honour of the Lord Jesus. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)
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