22 December 2005 Thursday Bible study.

<opentext> Father, we are so thankful for your love that you have manifest to us by and through Christ Jesus, that enables us to be partakers in and of His divine nature, which gives us the opportunity to live a life that is pleasing to you.

<opentext> Rom 15:8-9, 8 Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made unto the fathers: 9 And that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy; as it is written, For this cause I will confess to thee among the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name. KJV

<opentext> How often is it that a group of people has not made you feel welcome? And because of their attitude, that you then had no desire to have anything to do with them?

<helpmate> have been there several times

<at-peace> have known that and have seen that happen more than once

<opentext> Now consider the haughty attitude that the Jewish people had at times, is it any wonder then why the gentiles wanted so little to do with them?

<helpmate> no

<at-peace> no

<helpmate> they thought more highly of themselves than they ought

<opentext> The Jewish people let it be known that the promises within the Word were for them and them alone, and thus we can see why most wanted nothing to do with them. Again, the Jewish people thought that they had a corner on the promises of God, and let it be well known.

<opentext> So we can see why it is that Paul is now having to let the gentiles know, that the Jewish people had misrepresented the promises given within the Word, and that they to could be a part of Father's family, if they complied with what was asked of them.

<opentext> Now let us also consider how many years it had been that the Jewish people let the rest of the world know of what they thought the Bible said. With hundreds of years of tradition and doctrine to overcome, how hard would it be to then hear what Paul was trying to share with them?

<helpmate> their ears were  closed to him

<at-peace> it could only be accomplished through faith in Christ, that their eyes would be opened unto the truth... if one keeps looking at the traditions and doctrines they will continue to be blinded by them

<opentext> Now consider also that just because they would maybe then believe in the promises of God, and acknowledge that they were obtainable for the gentile, one still has to keep in mind the opposition that they would still receive from the Jewish people and the different sects.

<opentext> And has this same attitude carried over to today with all of the different religious sects that there are?

<helpmate> it sure has

<at-peace> it has stayed the same 

<opentext> Rom 15:10-12, 10 And again he saith, Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with his people. 11 And again, Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles; and laud him, all ye people. 12 And again, Esaias saith, There shall be a root of Jesse, and he that shall rise to reign over the Gentiles; in him shall the Gentiles trust. KJV

<opentext> So is it any surprise then how difficult it can be, to not only get people to hear the truth, and accept what it says, and to then live it as well?

<helpmate> if they can't hear it there is no way that they can live it or be in anyway positive to His word

<at-peace> no

<opentext> So not only then did Paul have the task of addressing people who had hundreds of years of misconceptions to overcome, but how hard would it be to then hear it from a man who had earlier killed those who had proclaimed this same message?

<helpmate> there would be a bit of miss-trust there

<at-peace> one would think that it would not be difficult, them having seen a change within him, but a prophet is not without honor but in his own country and his own house
<opentext> So we can see then what Paul faced in bringing Father's message of love to the gentiles. There would be a factor of mistrust, as well as wondering what Paul's ulterior motives might be.

<opentext> We can think back just a bit, and the man that was executed in California a week or so ago; and even though he had turned his life around, and was instrumental in bringing change to people's lives, was he able to find any mercy or compassion from the people that would be able to spare his life?

<helpmate> none at all

<at-peace> no.. they being unable to see and blinded by hardened hearts

<opentext> Once one finds the grace and mercy of God for themselves, they want to then see the possibilities in every one else. One wants all to be able to taste the goodness that God has for them. Yet, we have to remember that there are few that seek after the truth of His Word, and even fewer that will continue the journey on this strait and narrow path.

<opentext> One cannot allow this to cause them to become cynical, but rather remember to stay focused in and on the Word, and not the people. That one has to be that vessel that is fit for the Master's use, regardless of the external situation.

<opentext> Rom 15:13, Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost. KJV

<opentext> And since we are but the messengers for Father, one has to remember to also stay out of the way, and allow His Word to do the work.
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